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COPY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  COMMISSION. 

George  R. 

"Whereas  our  right  trusty,  and  well-beloved  Coun- 
cillor, Thomas  Lord  Erskine,  our  Chancellor,  has 
tiiis  day  laid  before  us  an  Abstract  of  certain  writ- 
ten declarations  touching  tlie  conduct  of  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  we  do  hereby 
authorise,  empower,  and  direct  the  said  Tuom.as 
Lord  Erskine,  our  Chancellor  ; our  right  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Cousin  and  Councillor  George 
Joux  Karl  Spencer,  one  of  our  Principal  Secre- 
taries of  State;  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved 
Councillor  W.  Windham  Lord  Grenville,  First 
Commissioner  of  our  Treasury;  and  our  right  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Councillor,  Edw.  Lord  Ellenbo- 
ROUGH,  our  Chief  Justice,  to  hold  pleas  before  our 
self,  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  same,  and  to 
examine,  upon  oath,  such  persons  as  they  shall  see 
fit  touching  and  concerning  the^same,  and  to  report 
to  us  the  result  of  such  examination. 

Given  at  our  Castle  of  Windsor,  on  29th  May,  in 
tlie  46th  year  of  our  Reign.  G.  R. 

COPY  OF  THE  DEPOSmON  Of^  CHARLOTTE 
LADV  DOLTOLAS. 

I think  I first  became  acquainted  with  the  Princess 
of  Wales  in  1801.  Sir  John  Douglas  had  a house  at 
Rlackbeath.  One  day  in  November,  1801,  the  snow 
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W1S  lying  on  the  ground.  The  Princess  and  a Lady, 
■who,  I believe,  was  Miss  Ileyman,  came  on  foot, 
and  walked  several  times  before  the  door.  Lady 
Stewart  was  with  me,  and  said,  she  thought  that  the 
Piinccss  wanted  something,  and  that  1 ought  to  go 
to  her.  1 went  to  her.  She  said,  she  did  not  want 
any  thing  but  she  would  walk,  in  ; that  1 had  a very 
pretty  little  girl.  She  came  in  and  staid  some  time. 
About  a fortnight  after  Sir  J.  D.  and  1 received  an 
invitation  to  go  to  Montague-house,  after  that  1 was 
very  freijuently  at  Montague-house,  and  dined  there. 
The  Princess  dined  frequently  with  us.  About  May 
or  June,  1802,  the  I’lincess  first  talked  to  me  about 
her  own  conduct.  Sir  S.  Smith,  who  had  been  Sir 
John’s  friend  for  more  than  20  years,  came  to  Eng- 
land about  November,  1801,  and  came  to  live  in  our 
l.ouse.  , I understood  the  Princess  knew  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  before  she  was  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
Princess  saw  Sir  S.  Smith  as  Irequently  as  ourselves. 
W e-were  usually  kept  at  Montague-house  later  than 
the  rest  of  the  party,  often  till  three  or  four  in  the 
morning.  I never  observed  any  impropriety  of  con- 
duct between  Sir  S.  Smith  and  the  Princess,  1 made  the 
Prince^s  a visit  at  Montague-house,  in  March,  1802, 
fi  r about  a fortnight.  She  desired  me  to  come  there, 
becau.se  Miss  Gartli  was  ill.  In  May  or  June  follow- 
ing, the  Princess  came  to  my  bouse  alone  : she  said 
she  came  to  tell  me  something  that  had  happened  to 
her,  and  desired  me  to  guess,  f guessed  several  things, 
and  at  last  1 said,  1 could  not  guess  any  thing  more. 
She  then  said  she  was  pregnant,  and  that  the  child 
had  come  to  life.  I don’t  know  whether  she  sajd  ou 
that  day  or  a fewdays  before,  that  she  was  at  break- 
fast at  Lady  ^^'illoughby’s,  tliat  the  milk  flowed  up 
to  her  breast  and  came  through  her  gow  n ; that  she 
threw  a napkin  over  herself  and  went  with  Lady 
Willougiiby.into  her  room,  and  adjusted  herself  to 
prevent  its  being  observed.  She  never  told  me  who 
was  the  fatlier  of  the  child.  Slie  said  she  hoped  it 
would  be  a boy.  She  said  that  if  it  -was  discovered 


she  would  give  the  Prince  of  Wales  the  credit  of 
being  the  father,  for  she  had  slept  two  nights  at 
Carlton-house  within  the  year.  I said  that  I should 
go  abroad  to  my  mother.  The  Princess  said  she 
should  manage  it  very  well,  and  if  things  came  to  the 
worst,  she  should  give  the  Prince  the  credit  of  it.— 
While  I was  at  Montague-house,  in  March,  I waa 
with  child,  and  one  day  I said  I was  very  sick,  and 
the  Princess  desired  Mrs.  Sander  to  get  me  a saline 
draught.  She  then  said  that  she  was  very  sick  her- 
self, and  that  she  would  take  a saline  draught  too. 
I observed,  that  she  could  not  want  one,  and  I 
looked  at, her.  The  Princess  said,  yes,  I do.  What 
do  you  look  at  me  for  with  your  wicked  eyes ; you 
are  always  finding  me  out.  Mrs.  Sander  looked 
very  much  distressed  ; she  gave  us  a saline  draught 
each.  This  was  the  first  time  I had  any  suspicion  of 
her  being  with  child.  The  Princess  never  said  who 
was  the  father  ? When  she  first  told  me  she  was  with 
child,  I rather  suspected  that  Sir  S.  Smith  was  the 
father,  but  only  because  the  Princess  was  very  par- 
tial to  him.  I never  knew  he  was  with  her  alone. — 
We  had  constant  intercourse  with  the  Princess,  from 
the  time  when  I was  at  Montague-house,  till  the  end 
of  October.  After  she  had  first  communicated  to  me 
that  she  was  with  child,  she  frequently  spoke  upon 
the  subject.  She  was  bled  twice  during  the  time. — 
She  recommended  me  to  be  bled  too,  and  said  that  it 
made  her  have  a better  time,  Mr.  Edmeads  bled 
her;  she  said,  one  of  the  days  that  Mr.  Edmeads 
bled  her,  that  she  had  a violent  heat  in  her  blood, 
and  that  Edmeads  should  bleed  her.  I told  the 
Princess  that  I was  very  anxious  how  she  would 
manage  to  be  brought  to  bed,  without  its  being 
known;  that  1 hoped  she  had  a safe  person.  She 
said  yes,  that  she  should  have  a person  from 
abroad  ; that  she  had  a great  horror  of  having  any 
men  about  her  upon  such  an  occasion — she  said,  I 
am  confident  in  my  own  plans,  and  I wish  you  would 
not  speak  to  me  on  that  subject  again.  She  said,  I 
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shall  (ell  every  thing  to  Sancl<?r.  I think  this  was 
on  (he  day  on  which  she  told  me  of.  what  had  hap- 
pened at  Lady  Willoughby’s — Sander  was  a very 
good  woman,  and  might  be  trusted,  and  that  she 
must  be  with  lier  at  the  labour  j that  she  would  send 
Miss  Garth  to  Brunswick,  and  Miss  Milfield  was 
too  young  to  be  trusted,  and  must  be  sent  out  of  the 
way.  1 was  brought  to  bed  on  the  ‘23d  of  July, 
]802.  The  Princess  insisted  on  being  present. — 
I determined  that  she  should  not,  but  I meant  to 
avoid  it  without  otfending  her.  On  the  day  on 
which  1 was  brought  to  bed,  she  came  to  my  houso 
and  insisted  on  coming  in.  Dr.  Mackie,  who  at- 
tended me,  locked  the  door  on  the  opposite  side 

of  the  , but  there  was  another  door  on  the 

opposite  side  of  the  room,  w hich  was  not  locked,  and 
she  came  in  at  that  door,  anti  was  present  during  the 
time  of  the  labour  and  took  the  child  as  soon  as 
it  was  born,  and  said  she  was  very  glad  she  had 
seen  (he  whole  of  it.  The  Princess’s  pregaancy 
appeared  to  me  to  be  very  visible.  She  wore  a cushion 
behind  and  made 'Mrs.  Sander  make  one  for  me. 
Du  ring  my  lying-in  tl^e  Princess  came  one  day  W'ith 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald.  She  sent  Mrs.  F.  away,  and  took 
a chair,  and  sate  by  my  bedside.  Slie  said  you  will 
hear  of  iny  taking  children  in  baskets,  but  you  won’t 
take  any  notice  of  it.  I shall  have  them  brought  by 
a poor  woman  in  a basket.  I shall  do  it  as  a cover 
to  have  my  owe  brought  to  me  in  that  way  ; or,  that 
is  the  way  in  which  I must  have  my  own  brought 
when  I have  it.  Very  soon  after  this  two  children, 
who  were  twins,  were  brought  by  a poor  woman  in  a 
basket.  The  Princess  took  them,  and  had  them  car- 
ried up  into  her  room,  and  the  Princess  washed 
them  herself.  The  Princess  told  me  this  herself. — 
The  father  a few  days  afterwards,  came  and  insist- 
ed on  having  the  children,  and  they  were  given  to 
him.  The  Princess  afterwards  said  to  me,  “ You 
see  I took  the  children,  and  it  answered  very  well.” 
Tlie  father  had  got  them  back,  and  she  could  not 
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blame  him  : that  she  should  take  other  children,  and 
have  quite  a nursery.  1 saw  the  Princess  on  a Sun- 
day, either  the  30th  or  31st  October,  1802,  walking 
before  her  door.  She  was  dressed  so  as  to  conceal 
her  pregnancy.  She  had  a long  cloak,  and  a very 
great  muff.  She  had  just  returned  from  Greenwich 
Church.  She  looked  very  ill,  and  1 thought  must  be 
very  near  her  time. 

About  a week  or  ten  days  after  this,  I received  a 
note  from  the  Princess,  to  desire  that  I would  not 
come  to  Montague  House,  for  they  were  apprehen- 
sive that  the  children  they  had  taken  had  liad  the 
measles  in  their  clothes',  and  that  she  was  afraid  my 
child  might  take  it.  When  the  Princess  came  to  see 
me  during  my  lying-in,  she  told  me  that,  when  she 
should  be  brought  to  bed,  she  wished  1 would  not 
come  to  her  for  some  time,  for  she  miglit  be  confused 
in  seeing  me.  About  the  end  of  December  I went  to 
Gloucestershire,  and  stayed  there  about  a month. 
When  I returned,  which  was  in  January,  I went  to 
Montague  House,  and  was  let  in.  The  Princess  w'as 
packing  up  something  in  a black  box.  Upon  the  sofa 
a child  was  lying,  covered  over  with  a piece  of  red 
cloth.  The  Princess  got  up,  and  took  me  by  the 
hand.  She  then  led  me  to  the  sofa,  and  said,  there 
is  the  child,  I had  him  only  two  days  after  I saw 
you.  The  words  were,  either  1 had  him,  or  I was 
brought  to  bed  : the  words  were  such  as  clearly  im- 
ported that  it  was  her  own  child.  She  said  she  got 
very  well  through  it ; she  showed  me  a mark  on  the 
child’s  hand,  it  is  a pink  mark.  Tlie  Princess  said,  she 
has  a mark  like  your  little  girl.  1 saw  the  child  after- 
wards frequently  with  the  Princess  quite  till  Christ- 
mas, 1803,  when  I left  Blackheath,  I saw  the  mark 
upon  the  child’s  hand,  and  I am  sure  that  it  was  the 
same  child,  I never  saw  any  other  child  there.  The 
Princess  Charlotte  used  to  see  the  child  and  play  with 
him.  The  child  used  to  call  the  Princess  of  Wales 

Mamma.”  I saw  the  child  looking  at  the  window 
of  the  Princess’s  house  about  a month  ago,  before 
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the  Princess  wentiiito  DcTonshlre,  anti  lam  sure  that 
it  is  the  same  child.  Not  long  after  I had  first  seen 
the  child,  the  Princess  said,  that  she  had  the  child  at 
first  to  sleep  with  her  for  a few  nights  ; but  it  made 
her  nervous,  and  now  they  had  got  a regular  nurse 
for  her. 

She  said,  we  gave  it  a little  milk  at  first,  but  it 
was  too  much  for  me,  and  now  we  breed  it  by  hand,  • 
and  it  does  very  well.  I can  swear  positively  that 
the  child  I saw  at  the  window  is  the  same  child  as 
the  Princess  told  me  she  had  two  days  after  she 
parted  with  me.  The  child  was  called  William.  I 
never  heard  that  it  had  any  other  name.  'When  the 
child  was  in  long  clothes,  we  breakfasted  one  day 
with  the  Princess,  and  she  said  to  Sir  John  Douglas, 

This  is  the  Deptford  boy.  Independently  of  the 
Princess’s  confession  to  me,  I can  swear  that  she  was 
pregnant  in  1802.  In  October,  1804,  when  we  re- 
turned from  Devonshire,  I left  my  card  at  Montague 
House,  and  on  the  4th  of  October  I received  a letter 
from  Mrs.  Vernon,  desiring  me  not  to  comeany  more 
to  Montague  House.  I had  never,  at  this  time,  men- 
tioned the  Princess’s  being  with  child,  or  being  deli- 
vered of  a child,  to  any  person,  not  even  to  Sir  John 
Douglas.  After  receiving  Mrs.  Vernon’s  letter,  I 
wrote  to  the  Princess  on  the  subject.  The  letter  was 
sent  back  unopened.  I then  wrote  to  Mrs.  Fitzge- 
rald, saying,  that  I thought  myself  extremely  ill  used. 

In  two  or  three  days  after  this,  I received  an  anony- 
mous, which  I produce,  and  have  marked  with  the 
letter  A,  and  signed  with  my  name,  both  on  the  let- 
ter and  the  envelope.  The  Princess  of  Wales  has 
told  me,  that  she  got  a bed-fellow  whenever  she 
could,  that  nothing  was  more  w holesome : she  said, 
that  nothing  was  more  convenient  than  her  own  room 
— it  stands  at  the  head  of  the  staircase  which  leads 
into  the  Park,  and  I have  bolts  in  the  inside,  and 
have  a bed-fellow  whenever  I like.  I wonder  you 
can  be  satisfied  only  with  Sir  John.  She  said  this 
more  than  once.  She  has  told  me  that  Sir  Sydney 
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Smith  had  lain  with  her.  That  she  believed  all  men 
liked  a bed- fellow,  but  Sir  Sydney  better  than  any 
body  else  ; that  the  Prince  was  the  most  complaisant 
man  in  the  world ; that  she  did  what  she  liked,  went 
where  she  liked,  had  what  bed-fellow  she  liked,  and 
the  Prince  paid  for  all. 

(Signed)  CHARLOTTE  DOUGLAS. 

June  1,  1806. 

Sworn  before  us,  June  1st,  1806, 
at  Lord  Grenville's,  Downing- 
street,  Westminster, 

(Signed)  ERSKINB,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGII. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  SIR  JOHN  DOUGLAS,  KNT. 

1 had  a house  at  Blackheath,  in  1801.  Sir  Sydney, 
used  to  come  to  my  house.  I had  a bed  for  him. — 
The  Princess  of  Wales  farmed  an  acquaintance  with 
Lady  Douglas,  and  came  frequently  to  our  house. — 
I thought  she  caitie  more  for  Sir  Sydney  Smith  than 
for  us.  After  she  had  been  some  time  acquainted 
with  us,  she  appeared  to  me  to  be  with  child.  One 
day  she  leaned  on  the  sofa,  and  put  her  hand  upon 
her  stomach,  and  said, — Sir  John,  I shall  never  be 
Queen  of  England. — I said.  Not  if  you  don’t  de- 
serve it.  She  seemed  angry  at  first.  In  1804,  on 
the  27th  of  October,  I received  two  ’ letters  by  the 
twopenny  post,  one  addressed  to  me,  which  1 now 
produce,  and  have  marked  with  the  letter  B.  both  on 
the  envelope  and  the  enclosure,  and  the  other  letter 
addressed  to  Lady  Douglas,  and  which  I now  pro- 
duce, and  have  marked  with  the  letter  C.  both  on 
the  envelope  and  the  enclosure. 

(Signed)  JOHN  DOUGLAS. 

June  1. 

Sworn  before  us,  at  Lord  Grenville’s 
House,  in  Downing-strect,  West- 
jBinster,  June  1,  18065 

(Signed)  KRSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLEN  BOROUai). 
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THf-  DLPOSITION  OF  ROBERT  BFOGOOn, 

I liave  lived  willi  the  Prince  23  years  next  Scpiemher  i I 
went  to  the  1‘rmccss  in  March,  1798,  and  have  lived  with  her 
Koval  JIi<rhiiess  ever  since.  About  the  year  1802,  early  in  that 
Vj'ar,  1 first  observed  Sir  Sydney  Sudth  come  to  Montaicue 
ilouse  ; he  used  to  stay  very  lute  at  night ; 1 have  seen  him  early 
in  theiMormng  there,  about  ten  or  eleven,  o’clock,  lie  was  at 
I . a ® ? \ "'‘•5  in  the  habit,  as  well  as  Sir  John  and 

ijcidy  JJouglas,  of  dining,  or  having  luncheon,  or  supping  there 
almost  every  day.  1 saw  Sir  Sydney  Smith  one  day  in  1802,  in  • 
the  blue  room,  abor.t  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  w hich  is 
lull  two  hours  before  we  ever  expected  to  see  comjiauy.  1 ask- 
ed the  servants  why  they  di*.'  not  let  me  know  that  he  was  there? 
Ihe  footman  informed  me  tliat  they  had  let  no  per.-on  in.  There 
was  a prive.te  door  to  (lie  lark,  by  which  he  migiit  have  come 
in  it  he  had  a Ley  to  it,  and  have  gone  into  the  blue  room  with- 
out any  of  the  servants  perceiving  him.  1 never  observed  any 
appearance  of  the  Princess  wiiich  could  lead  me  to  suppose  that 
she  was  with  child.  I frst  obs  rved  Capta.iii  Muiiby  come  to 
Montague  House  cither  in  the  end  of  1803  or  the  beginning  of 
'-■804.  I was  waiting  one  day  in  the  anti-room,  Captain  Maiiby 
bad  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  appeared  to  be  going  away  ; be 
was  a long  time  with  the  Princecs,  and  as  I stood  on  the  steps, 
waiting,  1 looked  into  flie  room  in  which  they  were,  and 
in  the  rcaection  in  the  Looking-glass,  1 saw  them  salute  each 
other;  1 mean,  that  tiicy  kissed  each  other’s  li;s.  Captain 
Manby  then  went  away.  1 then  observed  the  Princess  have  her 
handkercliief  in  her  hands,  and  wipe  her  eves  as  if  she  was  cry- 
ing, and  she  w ent  into  the  drawing-room-  The  Princess  went 
to  Soutiicnd  ill  iMay,  li-Ol;  1 went  with  her.  V.’e  were  there, 

1 believe,  about  six  weeks  before  the  African  came  in.  Sicard 
was  very  often  watching  with  a glass  to  see  when  the  sliip  would 
arrive.  One  day  he  said  he  saw  the  .\frican,  and  soon  after  the 
Captain  put  of  in  a boat  from  the  ship.  Sicard  went  down  the 
shrubbery,  to  meet  him.  When  the  Captain  came  on  sliore,  Si- 
card conducted  him  to  the  Princess's  house,  and  he  dined  there 
with  tlifi  Princess  and  her  Cadies.  After  this  he  came  very  fre- 
tjiiently  to  see  the  Princess.  'J  he  Princess  had  two  houses  on 
the  Clifl',  JNos.  8 and  9.  She  afterwards  took  the  drawing-room 
of  Ko.  7,  which  eomiminieated  by  the  balcony  with  'io.  8,  ihe 
three  houses  being  adjoining.  The  Princess  used  to  dine  in 
IS'o.  8,  and  after  dinner  to  remove  vvith  the  company  into  N'o.  7, 
and  1 have  several  times  seen  the  Princess,  after  having  goi’.e_iu- 
to  No.  7 with  Captain  Manny  and  Ihe  rest  of  the  company,  re- 
tire alone  with  Captain  Manby  from  No.  7 to  No.  8 into  No.  9, 
which  was  the  lionse  in  which  the  I'rinccss  slept;  1 suspected 
that  Captain  JNlanby  slept  frequently  in  the  lioiise.  It  was  a 
suiiject  of  conversation  in  the  house.  Hints  w ere  given  by  (he 
servants,  and  I believe  that  otliers  suspected  it  as  well  ao  mjscif. 

The  Princess  took  a child,  which  I understood  was  ijrought_ 
into  the  house  by  Siikeman  I waited  only  one  week  in  three,  and 
1 was  not  there  at  the  time  tlio  child  was  brought,  hut  I saw  it 
there  early  in  1803.  The  child  who  is  now  w ith  the  Princess  i« 
the  same  as  1 saw  there  early  in  1803;  it  lias  a mark  on  its  left 
hand.  Austin  is  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  said  to  be  the  father. 
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Austiu’s  wife  is,  I believe,  still  alive.  She  has  had  anotliev 
child,  and  has  brought  it  sometimes  to  Montague  House.  It  is 
very  like  the  child  who  lives  with  the  Princess.  Mrs.  Gordon 
was  employed  :is  a uui-se  for  the  child,  and  she  used  to  bring  the 
child  lo  ilie  Princess  as  soon  as  the  Princess  awoke,  and  the 
child  used  to  stay  w ith  her  Royal  Highness  the  whole  morning. 
The  Princess  appeared  to  be  e.xtremely  fond  of  the  child,  and 
still  appears  so. 

(Signed)  , R.  BIDGOOD. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  House,  in  Down- 
iug-street,  the  6th  day  of  June,  1806, 

(Signed)  SPENCER, 

GRENVILLE. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  WILLIAM  COLE. 

I have  lived  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  ever  since  her  mar- 
riage. Sir  Sydney  Smith  first  visited  at  .Montague  House,  about 
1802.  1 have  observed  the  Princess  to  be  familiar  with  Sir  Syd- 

ney Smith.  One  day,  I think  about  February  in  tiuit  year,  the 
Princess  ordered  some  sandw  iches  ; 1 carried  them  into  tite.  blue 
room  to  her.  Sir  ■sydney  Smith  was  there  ; I was  surprised  to 
see  him  there,  he  must  itave  come  in  from  the  Park  ; if  he  had 
been  let  in  from  Blacklreath,  he  must  have  passed  through  the 
room  in  w hich  i was  wailing.  IVhcn  1 had  left  the  sandw  iches, 
I retuiiied,  after  some  time,  into  tiie  room,  and  Sir  Sydney 
S.mita  was  sitting  very  close  to  the  Princess,  on  the  sofa.  1 
looked  at  ai  t .tnd  at  her  Itoyal  Highness.  She  caugiit  my  eye, 
and  saw  lliui  I noiiced  the  maniu  r in  w liicn  they  were  sitting  to- 
gether. Tiie^  ap, , cared  bolli  a little  confused  when  1 came  into 
tnc  room.  short  time  1 ef>re  this,  one  night,  about  it!  o’clock, 
I saw  a ;!inn  go  into  the  house  fri.-ia  the  Park,  wrapited  up  in  a 
great  comI.  1 did  not  give  any  alann,  for  tlie  impression  on  my 
mind  was  that  it  was  tiot  a luief.  Soon  after  i h.ad  seen  the 
Princess  aiul  Sir  Sidney  Sinilii  ^i:ti.^g  toge/lier  on  the  sofa  ; the, 
Duke  of  K'-c.t  -eiu  for  me,  and  told  me,  IimI  the  Princess  would 
be  very  glad  ii  1 would  do  the  duty  in  town,  because  she  had 
l.utriness  to  do  in  town  whicli  she  would  rather  trust  to  me  than 
any  bs.ly  ei-e. 

The  Duke  said,  that  the  Princess  had  thought  it  w ould  be 
more  agrceabic  to  me  to  be  told  this  by  him  than  through  Si- 
c.ird.  .Alter  this  1 never  aitcndi  d at  .Moiittigue-house,  but  oc- 
casionally, wbeii  the  Princess  scat  lor  me.  .About  July,  1802, 
1 obiervcd  tiiat  ibc  Princes-  bad  grown  very  l.irge,  and  in  the 
lat'er  end  of  the  same  yoai  she  appetired  lo  lie  grown  thin  ; and 
1 observed  to  Aiiss  .'sandcr,  who  said  piat  tiic  Princess  was 
niuc.i  thinner  than  she  had  been,  I Iwd  not  any  idea  of  the 
Vr'iii-:,r-i  being  w i»!i  eiiild.  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  painter,  used 
to  go  to  .Moni  igui-hoiiie,  about  the  latter  end  of  1801,  when  he 
vfti.- ptiintu.g.  J lie  Princess  and  he  have  slept  in  the  house  two 
or  three  nigiits  t.  gciher.  I haVe  often  seen  liim  alone  with  the 
I r.ncess  at  eleven  and  tw  elve  o'clock  at  night.  He  has  t.ecn 
liierc  as  laic  trs  one  or  two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  One  ni  -hl  1 
siw  hira  with  the  Princess  in  the  blue  room,  after  the  Ladies  bad 
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retired.  Some  time  afterward,  wlien  I supposed  lliat  he  liad 
cone  to  his  room,  1 went  to  see  that  all  was  safe,  and  1 found 
the  blue  room  door  locked,  and  heard  a whispering  in  it,  and  1 
w ent  away.  (Signed)  WM.  COLL. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  House,  in 
iJowning-street,  J unc  6,  1808, 

(Signed)  SI»L^•C^.R, 

GRLNVILLL. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  FRANCES  LLOYD. 

I have  lived  twelve  years  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  next 
October.  I am  In  the  coffee-room  ; my  situation  in  the  coffee- 
room  does  not  give  me  opportunities  of  seeing  the  Princess.  1 
do  not  see  her  sometimes  for  months.  Mr.  Alilles  attended  me 
for  a cold.  He  asked  me  if  the  Princess  came  to  Blackheath 
backwards  and  forwards,  or  something  to  that  effect,  for  the 
Princess  was  with  child,  or  looked  as  if  she  was  with 

child.  This  must  have  been  three  or  four  years  ago. 

It  may  have  been  five  years  ago.  I think  it  must  have 
been  some  time  before  the  child  was  brought  to  the  Princess. 
I remember  the  child  being  brought,  it  was  brought  into  my 
room.  I had  orders  sent  to  me  to  give  the  mother  arrow-root, 
with  directions  how  to  make  it,  to  wean  the  child,  and  I gave  it 
to  the  mother,  and  she  took'the  child  away;  afterwards  the 
mother.brought  the  child  back  again.  Whetlier  it  w as  .a  week, 
ten  days,  or  a fortnight,  I cannot  say,  but  it  might  be  about  that 
time.  The  second  time  the  mother  brought  the  cliild,  she  brought 
it  into  my  room ; 1 asked  how  a mother  could  part  with  her 
child.  I am  not  sure  which  time  I asked  this.  The  mother 
cried,  and  said  she  could  not  afford  to  keep  it.  The  child  was 
said  to  be  about  four  months  old  when  it  was  brought.  I did  not 
particularly  observe  it  myself. 

(Signed)  FRANCES  LLOYD. 


1 was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  Princess  in  1803. — One  morning 
;when  we  were  in  the  house  at  East  Cliff,  somebody,  1 do  not 
recollect  who,  knocked  at  my  door,  and  desired  me  to  get  up, 
to  prepare  brcakftist  for  the  Princess;  this  was  about  sir 
o’clock  ; 1 w as  asleep.  During  the  whole  time  I was  in  the 
Princess's  service  I had  never  been  eallcd  up  before,  to  make 
breakfast  for  tlie  Princess.  1 slept  in  the  Housekeeper's-room, 
•it  OH  the  ground-floor  ; 1 opened  the  shutters  of  the  windows  for 

light.  I knew  at  tliht  time  that  Capt.  Manby’s  ship  was  in  the 
Downs.  When  1 opened  the  shutters,  I saw  the  Princess  walk- 
ing dow  n tlie  garden  with  a gentleman  ; she  was  walking  down 
the  gravel-walk  towards  the  sea.  No  orders  had  been  given 
overnight  to  prepare  breakfast  early.  Tlie(!cn(lcman  the  Prin- 
cess was  walking  with  was  a tall  man  ; 1 was  surprised  to  see 
the  Princess  walking  w ith  a Gentleman  at  that  time  in  the  morn- 
ing— 1 am  sure  it  was  the  Princess,  While  we  were  at  Black- 
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heatli,  awomauat  Charlton,  of  the  name  of  Towiilpy,  told  mo 
that  she  had  some  linen  to  wash  from  the  Princbss’s  lioiise  ; tlial 
the  linen  wtis  marked  with  the  appearance  of  a miscarriage,  or 
a delivery.  The  woman  has  since  left  Charlton,  but  she  lias 
friends  there.  I think  it  must  liave  been  before  the  child  was 
brou»-ht  to  the  Princess,  that  the  woman  told  me  this.  1 know 
all  th'c  women  in  the  Princess’s  house,  1 don’t  think  any  of  them 
were  in  a state  of  pregnancy,  and  if  any  had,  1 think  1 must 
have  known  it.  1 never  told  Cole,  that  Wary  Wilson,  when 
she  supposed  ihe  Princess  to  be  in  the  Library,  had  gone  info 
the  Princess’s  bed-room,  and  had  found  a man  there  at  breakfast 
w ith  the  Princess,  or  that  there  was  a great  deal  to  do  about  it, 
and  that  .Mary  Wilson  was  sworn  to  secrecy,  and  threatened  to 
be  turned  away  if  she  divulged  what  she  had  seen. 

. (Signed)  FRANCES  LLOYD. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville's  House,  in  Dowu- 
ing-slreet,  June  7,  1806.  before  ns, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


TjME  deposition  of  MARY  ANN  WlL^pON. 

I believe  it  will  be  ten  years  ne.vt  quarter  that  I have  lived 
w ith  the  Princess.  1 waited  on  the  Ladies  who  attend  the  Prin- 
cess. I remember  when  the  child  who  is  now  with  the  Princess 
was  brought  there.  Before  it  came,  1 heard  say  that  it  was  to 
rome.  Tae  mother  brought  the  child.  It  appeared  to  be  about 
four  months  old  w hen  it  was  brought.  I remember  twins  being 
brought  to  the  Princess  before  that  child  was  hrought.  I never 
noticed  the  Princess's  shape  to  lie  dill'erent  in  that  year  from 
what  it  was  before.  1 never  Irad  a tliought  that  the  Princess 
was  w ith  child.  I think  she  could  not  have  been  with  child, 
.and  havegone  on  to  her  time,  w iihout  my  knowing  it.  I was 
at  SoHth-end  with  the  Princess.  Capttiin  Manby  used  to  visit 
the  Princess  there.  1 made  the  Princess’s  bed, .and  have  been 
in  the  ImLit  of  raakingit  ever  since  i lived  with  her  Royal  High- 
ness. .Vnother  maid,  whose  name  is  Ann  Bye,  assisted  with 
me  in  making  the  beil.  From  what  I observed,  I never  had  any 
reason  to  believe  that  two  jiersons  liad  slept  in  the  bed ; I never 
s.iw  any  p:irticular  appearance  in  it.  The  linen  was  washed  by 
htikeman's  w ife. 

(Signed)  MARY  WILSON. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in  Dowu- 
ing--tree!,  .June  7,  1806,  before  us, 

(.Sigued)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITlrtN  OF  SAMUEL  ROBERTS. 

I am  footman  to  the  Princess  of  Wales.  I remember  tiic 
child  being  taken  by  the  Princess.  I never  observed  any  par- 
ticular appearance  of  the  Princess  in  that  year— nolhiiii;  that 

« 
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l6cl  wc  to  ^l)clicvc  tlicit  she  W3s  %vit!i  cliild.  Sir  Sidney  Smith 
used  to  visit  the  Princess  at  Hlackhcath.  1 never  saw  him  alone 
with  the  Princess,  lie  never  sta}’ed  after  eleven  o’clock.  1 re- 
collect Mr.  Cole  once  askinjr  me,  1 think  three  years  ago,  whe- 
ther there  were  any  favourites  in  the  family  ? I remember  say- 
ing that  Captain  Manby  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith  were  frequently 
at  Blackhcath,  and  dined  there  oftener  than  any  other  persons. 
I never  knew  Sir  Sydney  Smith  to  slay  later  than  the  Indies. 
I cannot  say  exactly  at  what  hour  he  went,  but  1 never  remem- 
ber his  staying  alone  w ith  the  Princess. 

(Signed)  S.\MUEL  ROBERTS. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in  Down- 
ing-street,  June?,  1806,  before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLEN  BOROUGH. 


DEPOSITION  OF  THOMAS  STIKEMAN. 

1 have  been  Page  to  the  Princess  of  Wales  ever  since  she  has 
been  in  England.  When  I first  saw  the  child  who  is  with  the 
Princess,  it  is  about  four  years  ago.  Her  Royal  High., ess  had  a 
strong  desire  to  have  an  infant,  which  1 and  all  the  house  knew. 
1 heard  there  was  a woman  who  had  twins,  one  of  which  the 
Princess  was  desirous  to  have,  but  the  parents  would  not  part 
with  it.  A woman  came  to  the  door  with  a petition  to  get  her 
husband  replaced  in  the  dock-yard,  who  had  heen  removed  ; she 
had  a child  with  her;  I took  the  child,  1 believe,  and  showed  it 
to  Mrs.  Sanders.  I then  returned  the  child  to  the  woman,  i 
made  enquiries  after  the  father,  and  afterwards  desired  the  wo- 
man to  bring  the  child  again  to  the  house,  whicii  she  did.  The 
child  was  taken  to  the  Princess  ; after  the  Princess  find  seen  it, 
she  desired  the  woman  In  take  it;igain,  and  bi  ing  i back  in  a 
few  days,  and  Mrs.  Sanders  was  desired  to  provide  linen  for  it. 
AVitliin  a few  days  the  child  w.as  brooglit  again  by  the  mother, 
and  was  left,  and  has  been  w ith  the  Princess  ever  since.  I do 
not  recollect  the  child  had  any  mark,  but  upon  reflection,  Ido 
recollect  that  the  mother  said  he  was  marked  w ith  cider  wine  on 
the  hand.  The  father  of  the  diild,  whose  name  is  Austin,  lives 
with  me  at  Pimlico.  My  w ife  is  a laundress,  and  washes  the 
linen  of  tlie  Prince.  Austin  is  ein|)loyed  to  turn  a mangle 
for  me.  The  chi  d W'as  born  in  Brow  iilow -street.  I never 
saw  the  woman  to  my  knowledge  before  she  came  with  the 
petition  to  the  door.  1 had  no  j)ariicular  directions  by 
the  Princess  to  procure  a child  ; 1 thought  it  better  to 
take  the  citild  of  persons  of  go6d  cbaiticter  tlwin  the  child 
of  a pauper.  Nothing  led  me,  froui  the  apitearanee  of  the  Prin- 
cess, to  suppose  she  was  witli  child  ; but  from  her  shape  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  judge  when  she  is  w ith  child.  M hen  she  wtis  with  child 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  1 should  not  have  known  it  when  she 
v^asfar  advanced  in  her  time,  if  1 had  not  been  told  it.  Sir 
^^dilcy  Smith,  at  one  time,  visited  very  frequently  at  Montague 
liouse,  tv»o  or  three  times  :i-wrek,  at  the  time  the  Princess  was 
all('ring  her  room  in  the  Turkish  style.  Sir  Sydney  Smith's 
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Tisits  were  very  frequent.  The  Princess  consulted  liiin  upon 
them.  .Mr.  Moroll  wa'  the  upholsterer  : Sir  Sydney  Smith  came 
frequently  alone.  lie  staid  alone  with  the  Princess  sometimes 
till  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  He  has  been  there  till  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  and  after,  1 believe,  alone  with  tlie  Princess. — 
The  Princess  is  of  that  lively  vivacity,  that  she  makes  herself  fa- 
miliar with  Gentlemen,  which  prevented  my  being  struck  with 
his  slaying  so  late.  I do  not  believe  that  at  that  time  any  other 
Gentlemen  visited  the  Princess  so  often  and  stayed  so  late.  1 
have  seen  the  Princess,  when  they  were  alone,  sitting  with  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  on  the  same  sofa,  in  the  blue-room.  I had  access 
to  the  blue  room  at  all  times ; there  was  an  inner  room  which 
opened  into  the  blue  room  when  that  room  was  not  lighted  up 
I did  not  go  into  it.  1 did  not  consider  that  I had  a right  to  go 
into  it.  1 had  no  idea  on  what  acconnt  I was  brought  here.  I 
I did  not  know  that  the  Princess’s  conduct  was  <iuestioned,  or 
questionable.  I wa.s  with  the  Princess  at  Ilamsgate  ; when  she 
was  at  East  Clill’,  Captain  Maiiby  was  very  frequently  there; 
went  away  as  late  as  eleven  o’clock.  I do  not  remember 
Fanny  Lloyd  being  called  up  any  morning  to  make  break- 
fast for  the  Princess.  I did  not  like  Captain  Manby’s  coming 
so  often  and  staying  so  late,  and  I was  uneasy  at  it.  I 
re.nembera  piece  of  place,  a silver  lamp,  being  sent  to  Capt. 
Manby  ; I saw  it  in  Sicard’s  possession  ; he  told  me  it  was  for 
Capt.  Manby,  and  he  had  a letter  to  send  with  it.  I have  never 
seen  Capt.  Manby  at  the  Princess's,  at  Ramsgate,  before  nine 
in  the  morning,  but  f have  heard  he  has  been  tliere  earlier.  I 
h.^  never  any  suspicion  of  there  being  any  thing  improper, 
either  from  the  frequent  visits  of  Capt.  Manby,  or  from  his 
conduct.  I was  at  Cartherington  witli  the  Princess ; she  used 
to  go  out  generally  in  her  own  chaise.  I think  I have  once  or 
twice  seen  her  go  o 't  with  Mr.  Hood,  in  his  one-horsfe  chaise  ; 
they  have  been  out  for  two  hours,  or  two  hours  and  a half  to- 
gether. I believe  only  a day  or  two  el.apsed  between  the  time 
of  the  child  being  Krst  brought  and  being  brought  again,  and  left 
with  the  Princess.  I am  sure  the  child  was  not  weaned  after  it 
had  been  first  brought.  I do  not  recollect  any  Gentleman  ever 
sleeping  in  the  house.  I do  not  remember  Lawrence,  the 
painter,  ever  sleeping  there.  The  Princess  seems  very  fond 
of  the  child  ; it  is  alwavs  called  William  Austin 

(Signed)  1 HOS.  STIKEMAN, 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville's  House,  in  Downing- 
street,  June?,  180S,  before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLE.N  BOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  JOHN  SICARD. 

I have  lived  seven  years  w ith  the  Princess  of  Wales,  am  house- 
steward,  and  li.ive  been  in  that  situation  from  the  end  of  six 
months  after  I first  lived  with  her  Royal  Highness.  1 remember 
the  child  who  i,  now  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  being  brought 
there;  it  was  about  five  months  old  when  it  was  brought,  it  is 
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ftbouf  loin  yrars  ago,  juit  before  we  uciil  to  f!aiu«gate.  1 had 
not  the  letist  suspiciou  of  the  object  of  my  being  brought  here.— 
I had  opportunity  of  seelpg  (he  Princess  frequently;  1 -waited 
on  her  at  dintier  and  supper  ; I n ' ver  observed  that  the  JVinccsi 
liad  (he  appearance  of  being  with  chilli ; 1 think  it  was  hardly 
possible  that  she  hliould  have  been  w ith  child  w iihoiit  my  jier- 
ceiving  it.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  used  to  visit  very  frequently  at 
Montague  House,  in  1802,  with  Sir  John  and  l.ady  Douglas.— 
He  was  very  often,  1 believe,  alone  with  the  Princess,  and  so 
was  Mr.  Canning  and  other  (tenllcincn.  1 cannot  say  that  I 
ever  suspected  Sir  Sidney  Smith  of  any  impioper  conduct  with 
the  Princess.  1 never  had  any  suspicion  of  the  I’rinccss  acting 
improperly  with  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  or /any  other  (ientleman.  I 
remember  Captain  Mauhy  visiting  at  Montague  House.  The 
Princess  of  Wales  did  not  pay  for  t|ie  expence  of  fitting  up  his 
cabin,  but  the  linen  furniture  was  ordered  by  me  by  direction 
of  the  Princess,  of  Newberry  and  Jones.  It  was  put  by  New- 
berry and  Jones  in  the  Princess’s  bill,  and  was  paid  for  w ith  the 
rest  of  the  bill  bv  Miss  Hey  man. 

■(Signed)  JOHN  SICAKD. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  Flouse,  in  Downing- 
*treet,  this  7th  day  of  June,  18j6,  before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE.  GRENVILLE. 

SPENCER.  ELLENBOROUGIE 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  CHARLOTTE  SANDER. 

1 have  liveil  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  eleven  years.  I 
am  a native  of  Brunswick,  and  came  with  the  Princess  fr»m 
Bruuswick.  The  Princess  has  had  a little  boy  living  with  her 
under  her  protection;  he  had  a mark  on  his  hand,  but  it  is 
worn  oft';  1 first  saw  him  four  year.s  ago,  iu  the  Autuinn;— 
The  father  tind  mother  of  tlie  child  are  still  alive;  1 have 
seen  them  both  ; the  father  worked  in  the  Dock-yard  at  Dept- 
ford, but  he  has  now  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs;  the  father’s 
name  is  Austin.  The  mother  brought  the  child  t.o  the  Prin- 
cess when  he  vvas  four  mouths  old  ; I was  present  when  the 
child  was  brought  to  the  Princess  ; she  was  in  her  own  room 
up  stairs,  when  the  child  was  brouglit ; she  came  out,  and  took 
the  child  herself.  I understood  that  the  child  w'as  expected 
before  it  was  brought.  1 am  sure  tiiat  1 never  saw  the  child 
in  the  house  before  it  appeared  to  be  four  months  old.  The 
Princess  was  not  ill  or  indisposed  in  the  autumn  of  'ISO-J.  I 
was  dresser  to  licr  Royal  Highness;  she  could  not  he  ill  or  in- 
disposed without  my  knowing  it.  1 am  sure  that  she  was  not 
confincd,to  her  room,  or  to  her  bed  in  that  autumn  ; there  was 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  any  other  child  in  the  house;  it  was 
hardly  possible  there  could  have  been  a child  tliere  without 
niy  knowing  it.  1 have  no  recolicclion  (hat  the  Princess  had 
grown  bigger  in  the  year  1802  than  usual;  1 am  sure  the  Prin- 
cess was  not  pregnanl ; being  her  dresser  I must  have  seen  it, 
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it’ she  was,  I solemnly  and  positively  swear  I have  no  reason 
to  know  or  believe  that  the  Princess  of  W ales  has  been 
at  any  lime  pregnant  during  the  time  I have  lived 
with  her  Royal  Highness  at  Montague  House.— 
I may  have  said  to  Cole,  that  the  Princess  was  grown  much 
thinner,  but  I do  not  recollect  that  I did.  1 never  heard  any 
body  say  any  thing  about  the  Princess  being  pregnant  till  I 
came  here  to-day.  I did  not  expect  to  be  asked  any  questions 
respecting  the  Princess  being  pregnant.  Nobody  came  over 
to  the  Princess  from  Germany,  in  the  Autumn  ot  1802,  to 
my  knowledge.  Her  Royal  Highness  was  generally  blooded 
twice  a-year,  but  not  lately.  I never  had  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Princess  received  the  visits  of  any  Gentleman 
at  improper  hours.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  visited  her  frequently, 
and  almost  daily.  He  was  there  very  late,  and  sometimes  till 
two  o’clock  ill  the  morning.  I never  saw  Sir  Sydney  Smith  in 
the  room  alone  with  the  Princess  late  at  night.  1 never  saw 
any  thing  which  led  me  to  suppose  that  Sir  Sydney  Smith  was 
on  a very  familiar  footing  with  the  Princess  of  Wales.  1 at- 
tended the  Princess  of  Wales  to  Southend.  She  had  two  hou- 
ses, No.  9 and  No.  8.  I knew  Captain  Manby,  he  command- 
ed the  African;  he  visited  the  Princess  while  his  ship  was 
there,  he  was  frequently  with  the  Princess.  I do  not  know 
or  believe,  and  I have  no  reason  to  believe,  that  Capt.  Manby 
stayed  till  very  late  hours  with  the  Princess.  I never  sus- 
pected that  there  was  any  improper  familiarity  between  them. 
I never  expressed  to  any  body  a wish  that  Capt.  Manby’s  visits 
were  not  so  frequent.  If  the  Princess  had  company  I was  never 
present.  The  Princess  was  at  Ramsgate  in  1803  ; I have  seen 
Captain  Manby  there  frequently.  He  came  to  the  Prin- 
cess’s house  to  dinner,  be  never  stayed  till  late  at  night  at  the 
Princess’s  house.  It  was  in  Devonshire  with  the  Princess 
lately,  there  was  no  one  officer  that  she  saw  when  she  was  in 
Devonshire  mure  than  the  rest.  1 never  heard  from  the 
Princess  that  she  apprehended  her  conduct  was  questioned. 
When  I was  brought  here  I thought  1 might  be  questioned 
respecting  the  Prtncc.-s’s  conduct,  and  1 was  sorry  to  come  ; 
I dont’t  know  why  I thought  so,  I never  saw  any  thing  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Princess,  while  I lived  with  her,  which  would 
Lave  made  me  uneasy  if  1 had  been  her  husband.  When  I 
was  at  .South  E.id  I dined  in  the  steward’s  room.  I can’t  say 
whether  I ever  heard  any  body  in  the  steward’s  room  say  any 
thing  about  the  captain  (meaning  Capt  lin  Manby);  it  is  so 
long  ago,  I may  hav>  forgot  it;  1 have  seen  Captain  Manby 
alone  with  the  Princess,  at  No.  9,  in  the  drawing  room,  at 
Southend;  1 have  sp4  ii  it  only  once  or  twice;  it  was  at  two 
or  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  never  later.  I slept  in  a 
room  next  to  the  Princess,  in  the  house  No.  9,  at  .Southend ; I 
nt  versa  wCapt.. Manby  in  any  part  of  that  house  but  the  drawing 
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I'Oom ; 1 have  no  reason  to  believe  he  was  in  any  other  room  in 
tile  house.  1 was  at  Catheriiigton  With  t he  IVinccss ; she  was  ct 
Ml . Hood’s  house;  I never  saw  any  familiarity  between  her  and 
Mr.  Hood;  I have  seen  her  rrive  out  in  Mr.  Hood’s  carnage 
with  hiu\  alone  ; it  was  a gig,  they  used  to  be  absent  for  seve- 
ral hours,  a servant  of  the  Princess  attended  them;  I have 
•lelivered  paekets  by  the  order  of  the  Princess,  which  she 
gave  me,  sealed  up,  to  Sicard,  to  he  by  him  forwarded  to  Cap- 
tain Maiihy.  The  birth-day  of  tjie  child  who  lives  with  the 
Princess  is  the  i itli  of  July,  as  his  mother  told  me;  she  says 
that  he  was  christened  at  Deptford.  The  child  had  a mark 
on  the  hand,  the  mother  told  me  that  it  was  from  red  wine  ; I 
believe  the  child  came  to  the  Princess  in  November. 

(Signed)  C.  S.ANDCR. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville's  house, 
in  Downing-slreet,  June  7,  )8o6. 

(Signed)  ERSKIXE,  GRENVILT.E, 

SPENCER,  E L LEN  EO  U ()  UG  H . 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  SOPHI.\  .AUSTIN. 

1 know  (he  child  which  is  now  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  ; I 
, am  the  mother  of  it;  I was  delivered  of  it  four  years  ago,  the 
11th  of  next  .July,  at  Brownlow-street  IlospilnI.  I have  lain  in 
there  three  limes  ; William,  who  is  with  live  Princess,  is  the  se- 
cond child  1 laid  in  <^f  there.  It  was  marked  in  the  right  hand 
with  red  wine.  My  i.__;band  was  a labourer  in  tlie  dock-yard 
at  Deptford.  When  peace  was  proclaimed  a number  of  the 
workmen  were  di.scharged,  and  my  husband  was  one  who  was 
discharged.  I went  to  the  Princc.ss  w ith  a petition  oa-a  Satnr- 
d.ay,  to  try  to  ^et-my  hnshand  restored.  1 lived  at  that  time  in 
Ueptford-new-row,  No.  7,  with  a person  of  the  name  of  Bear- 
block  ; be  was  a milkihan.  The  day  I went  to  (he  Princess 
with  tW  petition  was  a fortnight  before  the  6th  of  November. — 
Mr.  Bennct,  a baker,  in  New-street,  was  our  dealer,  and  I 
took  the  child  to  Mr.  Bennet’s,  when  1 went  to  receive  my 
husband's  wages,  every  week,  from  the  time  1 left  the  Hos- 
pital till  1 carried  the  child  to  the  Princess  I knew  Mr. 
Stikeman  only  liy  having  seen  him  once  before,  when  1 
went  to  apply  for  a letter  to  Brownlow-street  Hospital.  When 
1 went  to  Montague-house,  I desired  Mr.  Stikeman  to  present 
iny  petition.  IIc  said  they  were  denied  to  do  such  thiitg,  but 
seeing  me  with  .a  baby,  he  could  do  no  less.  He  then  look  the 
child  from  me,  and  was  a long  time  gone;  he  tlien  brought  me 
back  the  child,  and  brought  Imlf  a guinea,  which  the  l.adies 
sent  me.  He  said  j if  the  child  had  been  younger,  bethought 
he  could  have  got  it  taken  care  of  for  me,  but  desired  that  I 
would  come  up  again  ; 1 went  up  again  on  the  .Monday  follow- 
ing, and  1 saw  Mr.  Siikeman  ; Mr.  Stikeman  afterwards  came 
several  times  (o  us,  and  appointed  me  to  take  the  child  to  Mon- 
tague-house on  the  5th  of  November,  but  it  rained  all  day,  ■'•iid 
I did  not  take  it,  Mr.  Stikeman  came  dow  n to  me  on  the  Sa- 
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turday,  the  6th  of  November,  and  I took  the  child  on  that  day 
to  the  Princess's  house.  The  Princess  was  out,  1 waited  till 
She  returned  ; she  saw  the  child,  and  asked  its  age.  I went 
down  into  the  coffee-room,  and  they  gave  me  some  arrow  root 
to  wean  the  child,  for  I was  suckling  the  child  at  this  time,  and 
when  I had  weaned  the  child,  I was  to  bring  it  and  leave  it  with 
the  Princess.  1 did  wean  the  child,  and  brought  it  to  the  Pr  o- 
cess's house  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  left  it  there,  and  it 
has  been  with  the  Princess  ever  since.  I saw  the  child  last 
Whitsun  Monday,  and  1 swear  that  it  is  my  child. 

(Signed)  SOPHIA  AUSTIN. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house  in  Down- 
ing-street,  the  7th  day  of  June,  1805, 
before  us, 

(Signed)  KRSKINE,  SPENCER, 

GRENVILLE,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  ELIZABETH  GOSDEN. 

I am  the  wife  of  Francis  Gosden,  who  is  a servant  of  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  has  lived  with  her  Royal  Highness 
eleven  years.  In  November,  1802,  1 was  sent  for  to  the  Prin- 
cess's house  to  look  after  a little  child.  1 understood  that  he  had 
been  then  nine  days  in  the  house.  I wms  nurse  to  the  child. — 
One  of  the  Ladies,  I think  Miss  Sander,  delivered  the  child  to 
me,  and  told  me  her  Royal  Highness  wished  me  to  take  care  of 
him.  The  child  never  slept  with  the  Princess.  I sometimes 
used  to  take  him  to  the  Princess  before  she  was  up,  and  leave 
him  w ith  her  on  the  bed.  The  child  had  a mark  on  the  hand  ; it 
appc.ared  to  be  a stain  of  wine,  but  is  now  worn  out.  1 was 
about  a year  and  three  quarters  w’ith  the  child.  The  mother 
used  to  come  often  to  see  him.  I never  saw  the  Princess  dre.ss 
the  child,  or  take  off  its  things  herself,  but  she  has  seen  medo  it. 
The  child  is  not  so  much  now  with  the  Princess  as  he  was. 

(Signed)  ELIZABETH  GOSDEN. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in  Down- 
ing-sireet,  the  23d  day  of  June,  1806, 
before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  BETTY  TOWNLEY. 

I lived  at  Charlton  sixteen  years,  and  till  within  tfie  la.vttwo 
years  I wa-  a laundress,  and  used  to  wash  linen  fertile  Princess 
of  Wales’s  faniilv.  After  the  Princess  left  Charlton,  and  nent 
to  Blarkhealh,  I used  lo  go  over  to  Blackhealh  and  fetch  the 
linen  to  wash.  I have  hid  linen  from  tlie  Princess’s  house  the 
rame  as  other  Lailies,  1 mean,  liiat  tliere  were  eui  h appearances 
on  it  as  might  aii,e  from  natiirui  causes  to  whicii  women  are 
Jubjecl.  I never  w ashed  the  Princess’s  own  bed-linen,  but  once 
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or  twice  occasionally,  I recollect  one  bundle  of  linen  ofire 
comino;,  wliicli  I thought  rather  more  marked  iliao  usual.  Tliey 
told  inc  the  Princess  had  been  bled  with  leerlv  s,aud  had  M:iined 
the  linen  more.  The  servants  told  me  -o,  but  I don’t  rertiemUcr 
wlio  the  servants  were  that  told  me  so.  I recollect  once  I came 
to  town  and  left  the  linen  with  m\  daughter  to  wash  ; I looked 
iit  the  clothes  slowly  before  I went,  and  c iinied  them,  and  my 
daughter  and  a woman  she  eiiiploved  w ith  her,  wa=hed  them, 
when  1 was  in  town.  1 thouglit  w'hen  1 looked  them  over,  that 
there  might  be  something  more  Ilian  usual;  mv  opinion  was, 
that  it  was  from  a miscarriage,  I lie  linen  had  the  appearance  of 
a miscarriage.  I believed  it  til  the  lime.  Tliev  were  fine  da> 
mask  napkins,  and  some  of  them  marked  with  a liiile  red 
crown  ill  the  corner,  tind  some  without  marks.  1 might  men- 
tion it  to  Ftnmy  Liojd.  I don’t  lec.  lleci  when  this  was,  but  it 
must  be  more  tlian  tw  o years  and  a half  ago,  for  I did  not  wash 
for  the  Princess’s  family  hut  ver\  little  for  the  last  six  months. 
Mary  Wilson  used  to  give  me  ilie  linen, and  I believe  it  wasshe 
who  told  me  the  Princess  w:is  bled  with  leeches,  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  linen  w hich  1 htive  spoken  of  before  was  dif- 
ferent from  thill  which  it  wa^  said  was  stained  by  bleeding  with 
leeches.  I remember  the  rhild  coming,  I used  to  wash  the 
linen  for  the  child;  and  Mrs.  Gosden,  who  nursed  the  child, 
used  to  ptiy  me  for  it.  1 kept  a linok  in  which  I entered  the 
linen  waslied.  1 asn  not  sure  whether  1 have  it  still,  hut  if  I 
have,  it  is  in  a chest  at  my  daughter’s,  at  Charlton,  and  I will 
produce  it  if  1 cun  find  it. 

(Signed)  B.  TOWNLEY. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  bouse,  in  Down- 
ing-slrcet,  June  23,  1806,  before  us, 

(Signed)  EIISKINE,  SPENCEH. 

GREiNVlLLE,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  THOMAS  EDMEADS,  OP 

GREENWICH,  SURGEON  AND  APOTHECARY. 

I am  a Surgeon  and  Apothecary  at  Greenwich, 
and  was  appointed  the  Surgeon  and  Apothecary  of 
the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1801.  From  that  time  I 
have  attended  her  Royal  Highness  and  her  House- 
hold. 1 know  Fanny  Lloyd  who  attended  in  the 
coffee-room  at  the  Princess’s:  I have  frequently  at- 
tended her  for  colds.  I do  not  recollect  that  I ever 
said  any  thing  to  her  respecting  the  Princess  of 
Wales;  it  never  once  entered  my  thoughts,  while  I 
attended  the  Princess,  that  she  was  pregnant;  I 
never  said  that  she  was  so  to  Fanny  Lloyd.  I have 
bled  the  Princess  twice.  The  second  bleeding  was  in 


1802,  and  it  was  in  the  June  quarter,  as  appeal s Iiy 
the  book  1 kept.  I do  not  know  what  she  was  bled 
for;  it  was  at  lier  own  desire;  it  was  not  by  any 
medical  advice.  1 was  unwilling  to  do  it,  but  she 
wished  it.  If  I recollect,  she  complained  of  a pain 
in  the  chest,  but  1 do  not  remember  that  she  had  any 
illneis.  I did  not  use  to  bleed  her  twice  a year.  -1 
certainly  saw  her  Royal  Highness  in  November, 1802 ; 
I saw  her  on  the  16th  of  November,  but  I had  not 
any  idea  of  her  being  with  child.  1 did  not  attend 
her  on  the  16th  of  November,  but  I saw  her 
then.  I was  visiting  a child  ; a male  child,  from 
Deptford.  I have  no  recollection  of  having  seen 
the  Princes  in  October  1802.  The  child  must  have 
been  from  three  to  live  months  old,  when  I first  saw 
it.  I have  no  recollection  of  the  Princess  having 
been  ill  about  the  end  of  October,  1802.  I have 
visited  the  child  very  often  since,  and  I have  always 
understood  it  to  be  the  same  child.  The  Princess 
used  sometimes  to  send  for  leeches,  and  had  them 
from  me.  I do  not  think  that  [attended  the  Princess, 
or  saw  her  often  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of 
1802.  I had  not  the  sole  care  of  the  Princess’s 
health  during  the  time  I have  spoken  of ; Sir  Francis 
Millman  attended  her  occasionally. 

(Signed)  THOMAS  EDMEADS. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in  Dovvn- 
ing-street,  June  25,  1806,  before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLEN  BOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION*  OF  SAMUEL  GFI.LAM  MILLS,  OF 
GREENWICH,  SURGEON. 

I am  a surgeon  at  Greenwich,  have  been  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Edmeads  since  1800;  before  he 
was  my  partner  I attended  the  Princess  of  AVales’s 
family  from  the  lime  of  her  coming  to  Blackheath 
from  Charlton;  L was  appointed  by  the  Princess  her 
Surgeon  in  April,  1801,  by  a written  appointment, 
to  lake  it  under  her  patrpnage;  the  child  could  just 
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and  from  that  time  I never  attended  her  Ro)al  High- 
ness or  any  of  the  servants  in  my  medical  capacity, 
except  that  I once  attended  Miss  Garnet,  and 
once  Miss  MiUield;  tliere  was  a child  brought  to 
the  Princess  when  1 attended  her;  I was  called 
upon  to  examine  the  child  ; it  was  a girl.  It 
must  have  been  in  3 801,  or  thereabouts.  The 
child  afterwards  had  tlie  measles,  and  1 attended 
her.  When  first  I saw  the  child  I think  it  must 
have  been  about  ten  months  old;  it  must  have  been 
prior  to  April,  1801.  I understood  that  the  child 
was  taken  through  charity.  I remember  that  (here 
was  a female  servant  who  attended  in  the  cofl’ee- 
room.  I never  said  to  that  woman,  or  to  any 
other  person,  that  the  Princess  was  with  child,  op 
looked  as  if  she  was  with  child  ; and  I never  thought 
so,  or  surmised  any  thing  of  the  kind.  I was  once 
sent  for  by  her  Royal  Highness  to  bleed  her ; I was 
not  at  home,  and  Mr.  Edmeads  bled  her.  I had  bled 
her  two  or  three  times  before,  it  was  by  the  direc- 
tioi\  of  Sir  Francis  Millman,  it  was  for  an  infiam- 
mation  she  had  on  the  lungs.  As  much  as  I knew, 
it  was  not  usual  for  the  Princess  to  be  bled  twice  a 
year.  1 don’t  know  that  any  other  medical  person 
attended  her  at  the  time  that  I did,  nor  do  I believe 
that  there  did.  1 don’t  know'  that  Sir  Francis  Mill- 
man  had  advised  that  she  should  be  blooded  at  the 
lime  that  1 was  sent  for,  and  was  not  at  home,  nor 
what  was  the  cause  of  her  being  then  blooded.  Ido 
recollect  something  of  having  attended  the  servant, 
wlio  was  in  the  coffee-room,  for  a cold  ; but  I am  sure 
I never  said  to  her  that  the  Princess  was  with  child, 
or  looked  as  if  she  was  so.  I have  known  that  the 
Princess  had  frequently  sent  to  Mr.  Edmead’s  for 
leeches,  M'hen  I saw  the  female  child.  Miss  Sander 
was  in  the  room,  and  some  other  servants,  but  I 
don’t  recollect  who  I was  sent  for  to  see,  whether 
there  w as  any  disease  about  tlie  child,  to  see  whether 
it  was  a healthy  child,  as  her  Royal  Highness  meant 
walk  alone.  I saw  the  child  frequently  aftewards. 


it  was  one  lime  with  Bidgooil,  aiul  another  lime  with 
Gosden  and  his  wife.  1 don’t  recollect  that  the 
Princess  was  by  at  any  time  when  I saw  tho  child ; 1 
never  saw  the  child  in  Montague-house  when  I at- 
tended it  as  a patient,  but  when  1 was  first  Sent  for 
to  see  if  the  child  had  any  disease,  it  was  in  Montague- 
house. 

(Si_^ned)  SAM,  GII,LA]\I  MILLS. 

Sworn  ai  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in 
Downing-street,  June  25,  1805, 
before  us, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGH. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  HARRIET  FITZGERALD. 

I caae  first  to  live  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  1801,  merely 
as  a friend  and  companion,  and  have  continued  to  live  with  her 
Koj-al  Hig'iness  till  thi;  time.  1 know  Lady  Douglas  j I re- 
member her  lying-in  ; it  happened  by  accident  that  her  Royal 
Highness  was  in  the  iinuse  at  (he  time  of  Lady  Douglas's  deli- 
very. I think  i:  was  in  July,  lc02.  1 was  there  myself,  the 

Princess  was  not  in  the  room  at  the  time  Lady  Douglas  was  de- 
livered; there  was  certainly  no  appearance  of  the  Princess's 
being  (.regnant  at  that  lime.  1 saw  the  Princess  at  that  time 
every  day,  and  at  ail  hours.  I believe  it  to  be  quite  impossible 
that  the  Princess  siioiil  i have  been  with  child  without  my  ob- 
serving it.  I never  was  at  bre.nkfast  with  the  Pi  incess  at  Lady 
Willoughby's.  The  Princess  look  a little  girl  iut,)  the  house 
about  nine  years  ago.  I was  not  in  the  house  at  the  time.  I 
was  in  the  noiisc  when  the  boy,  who  is  now  there,  was  brought. 
She  had  said  before,  openly,  that  she  should  like  to  have  a 
child,  and  slie  had  asked  the  servant  who  brdught  the  child,  if 
he  knew  of  any  person  who  would  part  with  a ciiild.  I ssas  at 
South  End  with  the  Princess.  I remember  Captain  Maiiby 
being  there  son.ctiraes.  He  was  not  there  very  often  ; he  used 
to  come  at  diiferent  hours  as  the  tide  served  ; he  dined  there, 
but  never  stayed  late  ; 1 was  at  South  End  iilftlie  time  the  Prin- 
cess was  there,  1 cannot  recollect  that  I have  seen  Capt.  Alanby 
the.''c,  or  know  him  to  be  there  later  than  nine  or  half  after ; never 
knew  of  any  correspondence  by  letter  with  him  w hen  he  was 
abroad.  I don't  recollect  to  have  seen  him  ever  early  in  tho 
morning  at  the  Princess’s  ; I was  at  Ramsgate  with  the  Princess, 
Capt.  ."Vlariby  may  have  dined  there  once,  he  never  slept  there  to 
my  knowledge,  nor  do  1 believe  he  did.  The  Princess  rises  at 
different  hours,  seldom  before  ten  or  eleven.  I never  knew  her 
lip  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  If  she  had  been  up  so  early  I 
siiuuld  not  have  known  it,  not  being  no  so  early  myself.  1 re- 
member the  Princess  giving  Captain  Manby  an  ink-stand.  He 
h.id  Ine  care  of  two  boys,  whom  she  protected.  I cannot  say 
that  Captain  Manby  did  not  sleep  at  South  End.  He  may  have 
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slept  in  the  villa, ^e,  but  I believe  he  never  slept  in  the  Prince^s'i 
house.  1 was  at  Cniheringlon  with  the  Princess.  1 reineinbir 
her  lto)ai  Highness  going  out  in  an  open  carriage  with  tlie  pre- 
sent l.ord  Hood  ; I believe  Lord  Hood's  servant  attended  i.hein  ; 
there  w;is  oidy  one  servant,  and  no  other  can  iage  with  them.  I 
was  at  Dawlich  thesummer  with  the  Princes-,  and  afterwards 
at  ftlount  Kdgecoinbe.  The  I’rincess  saw  a great  deal  of  company 
there  ; Sir  Richard  Sirachan  used  to  come  there.  I do  not  knovV 
what  was  the  cause  of  his  discofitinuing  itis  visits  there.  1 re- 
nieiii her  Sir  Sydney  Smith  being  frequently  a>  Montague-house  t 
he  was  souietiinc.s  there  as  late  tia  twelve  or  one  o’clock  in  the 
inoriiing,  but  never  alone  that  i know  of.  I'be  Princess  was 
not  in  the  room  when  Lady  Douglas  wtis  brought  to-bed  ; I know 
she  was  not,  because  I was  iu  the  room  myself  when  Lady  Doug- 
las was  delivered.  Dr.  IMacliic,  of  I.ewisiiam,  was  thcaccouclier. 
T do  not  recoiled  Sir  f'ydney  Smith  ever  being  alone  with  the 
Princess  in  the  evening.  It  may  have  happened,  but  1 do  not 
know  that  it  did.  I used  to  sit  with  the  Princess  in  the  evening, 
blit  not  in  the  morning.  J was  w itli  the  Prince  s in  the  Isle  of 
AVight;  Mr.  Hood  and  Lord  Reauclerk  were  there  with  her: 
she  went  there  from  Portsmouth. 

, (Signed)  HARRIET  FITZ  Gi;R.\LD. 

Sworn  at  Lord  Grenville’s  house,  in 
Downing-sireet,  Jiinc5i7,  18Ut5,  be- 
fore ns, 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE. 

SPENCER,  ELLEN  EOROUGH. 


ROBERT  BIDGOOD’S  FARTHER  DEPOSITION. 

'I'he  Piincessnscd  to  go  out  in  her  phaeton,  with  coachman 
and  helper,  towards  Long  Reach,  eight  or  ten  limes,  carrying 
luncheon  and  wine  vviiii  her,  when  Captain  Manby’s  ship 
lay  at  Long  Reach,  always  .Mrs.  Fiiygcrald  was  with  her;  she 
woitld  go  out  about  one,  aiidreiurn  a'  out  five  orsix,  sometimes 
sooner  or  later.  The  day  the  Africaine  sailed  from  South-end, 
the  Princess  ordered  us  to  pack  up  for  Blackbeatli  next  morning. 
Capiaiii  Manby  was  there  three  limes  a week,  at  least,  wliiLt 
Ids  shi[)  lay  for  six  weeks  oil'  South-end,  at  the  Norc;  he  came 
as  timeserved  ; used  to  come  in  a iiior,.ing,  and  dine,  and  drink 
tea.  I have  seen  him  next  morning,  l>y  ten  o'clock.  I su.-- 
pecicd  lie  slept-at  No.  9.  The  I’rinccss  always  put  out  the 
caudles  In  isclf  in  the  drawing-room,  at  No.  9,  and  bid  me  not 
w,a  t to  ()iit  them  np.  She  g:ive  me  the  orders  as  soon  as  she 
went  to  Soutli-end.  I used  to  sec  water-jugs,  basiu-^,  and  towels 
set  out  opposite  the  Princess's  door  in  the  pa.ssage.  Never 
saw  them  so  left  in  the  pa.ssage  at  any  other  time.  I 
suspecled  he  was  there  at  those  times,  and  there  was  a 
general  snsi)iciou  Ihrongh  the  house.  Airs,  and  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald there,  and  Miss  Hammond  (now  Lady  Hood).  i\Iy  sus- 
picion arose  from  seeing  them  in  the  glasses  kiss  each  olher,  as 
mentioned  before,  like  people  fond  of  each  other,  a very  close 
kiss.  Her  behaviour  like  tliat  of  a woman  attached  to  a man. 


wipd  tube  by  tbemselTcsat  luncheon  atSonth-rnd,  when  Ladiei 
not  sent  for,  a number  of  times.  Tliere  was  a pony  which  Capt. 
Manby  n^ed  to  ride.  It  stood  in  the  stable  ready  'or  him,  and 
which'Sicard  used  to  ride.  The  servants  used  to  talk  and  laugh 
about  Captain  Manby.  It  was  a matter  of  discourse  amongst 
them.  I lived  there  when  Sir  Sydney  Smith  came  ; her  manner 
with  him  appeared  very  familiar  ; she  appeared  very  attentive 
to  him,  but  I did  not  suspect  any  thing  further.  All  the  upper 
servants  had  keys  of  the  doors  to  the  Park,  to  let  her  Iloyai 
Highness  in  iiud  out.  I used  to  see  Sicard  receive  letters  front 
Mrs.  Sander  to  put  in  the  post  instead  of  the  bag  ; this  w as  after 
.Captain  Manby  had  gone  to  sea.  I suspected  them  to  be  tor 
Captain  Manby,  and  others  in  the  house  supposed  the  same. 
Sworn  before  us,  in  Uowning-street, 

July  3,  1805. 

(Sigued)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLENBOROUGIT. 


SIR  FRANCIS  MILLMAN’S  DEPOSITION, 

I attended  the  Princess  of  Wales  in  the  Spring,  and 
latter  end  of  the  year  1802,  i.  e.  in  March  and  to- 
wards the  Autumn.  Mr.  Mills,  of  Greenwich,  at- 
tended her  as  her  Royal  Higliness’s  Apothecary,  and 
Mr.  Mills  and  his  parttier  Mr.  Edmeads,  have  at- 
tended since.  I do  not  know  that  any  other  medical 
person  attended  her  at  that  time,  either  as  apothe- 
cary or  physician.  In  March,  1802,  I attended  her 
for  a sore  throat  and  fever.  In  1803,  in  April, 
I attended  her  Royal  Highness  again  with  Sir 
William  Farquhar.  I don’t  know  whether  she 
was  blooded  in  1802.  She  was,  with  difficulty, 
persuaded  to  be  blooded  in  1803,  for  a pain  in  her 
chest,  saying,  she  had  not  been  blooded  before,  that 
they  could  not  find  a vein' in  her  arm.  I saw  no  mark 
on  her  arm  of  her  having  been  blooded  before. 
I observed  her  Royal  Highness’s  person  at  the  end 
of  that  year,  1802,  1 never  observed  then,  or  at  any 
other  time,  anything  which  induced  me  to  think  her 
Royal  Highness  was  in  a pregnant  situation.  I think 
it  is  impossible  she  should  in  that  year  have  been 
delivered  of  a child  without  my  observing  it.  She, 
during  that  year,  and  all  times,  was  in  (.he  habit  of 
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receiving  tlie  visits  of  the  Dujce  of  Gloucester.  1 
never  attended  her  Royal  Highness  but  in  extraor- 
dinary illness.  Her  Royal  Highness  has  for  the  last 
year  and  a half  had  her  prescriptions  made  up  at 
Walker  and  Young’s,  St.  Jamcs’s-sfreet.  If  she 
had  been  a pregnant  woman  in  June,  1802,  I could 
Hot  have  helped  observing  it. 

(Signed)  FRA>XIS  MILLMAN. 

Sworn  before  us,  in  Downing-sreet, 

.July  3,  1802,  by  Ihe  said  Sir 
Yraheis  Millman. 

(Signed)  KRSKINE.  GRENVILI.E. 

SPENCER.  ELLENBOROUGII. 


Sir  FRANCIS  MILLMAN  to  the  LORD  CH*ANCELLOR. 

Mv  Lord, — Before  yourarrival  in  Downing-street,  last  night, 
t bespoke  the  indulgence  of  the  Lords  of  liis  Majesty's  Council 
for  inaccuracy  as  to  dates,  respecting  myt  attendance  at  Black- 
hcath  before  1803.  Having  only  notice  in  the  fori-ncon  of  an 
fxaniination,  I could  not  prepare  myself  for  it,  to  any  period 
previous  to  that  year,  and  I now  hasten  as  fast  as  the  examination 
of  my  papers  will  permit,  to  correct  an  error,  into  which  I fell, 
in  slating  to  their  Lordships  that  I attended  her  Royal  Highness 
the  Princess  of  Wales  in  tije  spring  of  1802,  and  that  I then  met 
his  Royal  Highness  the  late  Duke  of  Gloucester  at  Blackheath. 

It  was  in  tlie  Spring  of  1801,  am!  not  of  1802.  that, 'after  at- 
tending her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  ^^■alcs  for  ten  or 
twelve  days,  1 had  the  honour  of  seeing  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
at  her  house. 

I have  the  honour  to  be^  with  tlie  greatest  respect,  my  dear 
l/)rd,  your  Lordship's  most  obliged  and  obedient  huiiil)le.scrvaut, 
(Signed)  FRANCIS  MILLMAN. 


THE  DEPOSITION  OF  MRS.  LISLE. 

I,  Hester  Lisle,  am  in  the  Princess  of  Wales’s  fa- 
mily, have  been  so  ever  since  her  Royal  Highness’s 
marriage.  I was  not  at  South-end  with  the  Princess; 
was  at  Blackheath  with  her  in  1802,  but  am  not 
perfectly  sure  as  to  dates.  I am  generally  a month 
at  a time,  three  mon<bs  in  the  year,  with  her  Royal 
Highness,  in  April,  August,  and  December;  was  so 
in  August,  1802.  1 did  not  observe  any  alteration 

in  her  Royal  Highness’s  shape  which  gave  me  any 
idea  that  she  was  pregnant.  1 had  no  reason  to  know 
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or  believe  that  she  was  pregnant.  During  my  attend- 
ance  hardly  a day  passes  without  my  seeing  her 
She  could  not  be  far  advanced  m pregnancy  without 
“ So^ng  it.  1 was  a.  East  Clift  with  her  loyal 
lli-Tiuiess,  in.  August,  1803;  I taw  Captain  hla  iby 
Lfv  once  at  East  Clitte,  in  August  1803  to  the  bes  . 
of  my  recollection— he  might  have  been  oftncr  ; ant 
once  again  at  Deal  Castle  ; Captain  Manby  anded 
there  n'iih  some  boys  the  Princess  takes  on  chanty. 

I saw  Captain  Manby  at  Ivist  Cliffo  one  morning, 
not  particularly  early.  1 do  not  know  of  any 
presents  which  the  Princess  made  Capt.  Manby.  L 
Lve  seen  Capt.  Manby  at  Blackheath  one  Christ- 
mas • he  used  to  come  to  dine  the  Christmas  before 
we  were  at  Ramsgate.  It  was  the  Christmas  after 
Mrs.  Austin’s  child  came,  lie  always  went  away  m 
my  presence.  1 had  no  reason  to  think  he  stayed 
aft«r  we  (the  Ladies)  retired.  He  lodged  on  the 
Heath  at  that  time.  I believe  his  ship  was  fating  up 
at  Deptford.  He  w as  there  frequently.  I think  not 
■ everyday.  He  generally  came  to  dinner  three  or 
four  times  a week  or  more.  I suppose  he  might  be 
alone  with  her.  But  the  Princess  is  in  the  habit  of 
seeing  gentlemen  and  tradesmen  without  my  being 
present;  I have  seen  him  at  luncheon  and  dinner 
both;  the  boys  came  with  him,  not  to  dinner,  and 
not  generally,  not  above  two  or  three  times;  two 
boys,  I think.  Sir  Sydney  Smith  came  also  fre- 
quently the  Christmas  before  that,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection.  At  dinner,  .when  Capt.  Manby 
dined,  be  always  sat  next  her  Royal  Highness; 
the  constant  company  were  Mrs.  and  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald and  myself ; we  all  retired  with  the  Princess, 
and  sat  in  the  same  room,  he  generally  retired 
about  eleven  o’clock;: he  sat  with  us  till  then.  Ihis 
occurred  three  or  four  times  a week,  or  more.  Her 
Royal  Highness,  the  Lady  in  Waiting, and  her  Page, 
have  each  a key  of  the  door  from  the  Green-house  to 
the  Park.  Captain  Manby  and  the  Princess  used, 
when  we  were  together,  to  be  speaking  together  se- 


parately,  conrerslng  separately,  but  not  in  a room 
alone  together,  to  my  knowledge,  lie  was  a person 
■with  whom  she  appeared  to  have  greater  pleasure  in 
talking  than  to  her  Ladies.  She  behaved  to  him 
only  as  any  woman  would  who  likes  flirting.  J 
should  not  have  thought  any  married  woman  would 
have  behaved  properly,  who  should  have  behavorl  as 
her  Royal  Highness  did  to  Capt.  Manby.  1 ean’t  say 
whether  she  was  attached  to  Capt.  Manby,  only  that 
it  w as  a flirting  conduct.  Never  saw  any  gallantries, 
as  kissing  her  hand,  or  the  like. 

I was  w ith  her  llojal  Highness  at  Lady  Sheffield’s, 
last  Christmas,  in  Sussex.  I inquired  what  company 
was  there  when  I came.  She  said  only  Mr.  John 
Chester,  who  was  there  by  her  Royal  Highness’s 
orders  ; that  she  coulolget  no  other  company  to  meet 
her,  on  account  of  the  roads  and  season  of  the  year. 
He  dined  and  slept  there  that  night.  The  next  day' 
other  company  came.  Mr.  Chester  remained  ; 1 heard 
her  Royal  Highness  say  she  had  been  ill  in  the  night, 
and  came  out  for  a light,  and  lighted  her  candle  in 
her  servant’s  room  ; I returned  from  Sheflield-place 
to  Blackheath  with  the  Princess.  Captain  Manby 
dined  there.  1 left  him  and  the  Princess  twice  alone 
fora  short  time;  he  might  be  alone  half  an  hour 
with  her.  In  the  room  below  in  which  we  had  been 
sitting,  I went  to  look  for  a book  to  complete  a set 
her  Iloyal  H ighness  w as  lending  Captain  Manby.  She 
made  him  a present  of  an  inkstand,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  He  was  there  one  morning  in  January 
last,  on  the  Princess  Charlotte’s  Birth-day,  He  went 
away  before  the  rest  of  the  company  ; I might  be 
absent  twenty  minutes  the  second  lime.  I was  away 
the  night  Capt.  Manby  was  there.  At  Lady  Shef- 
field’s her  Royal  Highness  paid  more  attention  to 
Mr.  Chester  than  to  the  rest  of  the  company. — 
•I  knew  of  her  Royal  Highness  walking  out  twice 
home  with  Mr.  Chester  in  the  morning  alone ; once 
a short  time  it  rained — the  other  not  an  hour — not 
long.  Mr  Chester  is  a pretty  young  man.  Her  at- 
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tentions  to  him  were  not  uncommon,  not  the  same 
as  to  Cap  ain  Manhy.  lam  not  certain  whether  the 
Princess  answered  an)'  letters  ot  l.ady  Douglas.  I 
was  af  Catherins'on  with  the  Princess.  Remember 
Mr.  now  Lord  Hood,  there,  and  the  Princess 
goin^  out  airing  with  him  alone  in  Mr.  Hood’s 
little  whiskey,  and  his  servant  man  with  them. — 
Mr.  Hood  drove  ; staid  out  two  or  tliree  hours, 
more  than  once,  three  or  four  times.  Mr.  Hood 
dined  with  us  several'  times,  once  or  twice  he 
slept  in  a house  in  the  garden.  She  appeared 
ro  pay  no  attention  to  him  but  that  of  common 
civility  to  an  intimate  acquaintance.  I remember 
the  Princess  sitting  to  Mr.  Lawrence  for  her  picture, 
at  Blackheath  and  in  London  ; I have  left  her 
at  his  house  in  town  with  him.  I think  Mrs. 
Fitzgerald'was  with  her,  and  she  sat  alone  with  him, 
I think,  at  Blackheath.  I was  never  in  her  Royal 
Highness’s  confidence,  but  she  has  always  been  kind 
and  good-natured  to  me.  She  never  mentioned 
Captain  Manby  particularly  to  me.  I remember  her 
being  blooded  the  day  Lady  Sheffield’s  child  was 
christened,  net  several  times  that  I recollect,  nor  any 
other  time,  nor  believe  she  was  in  the  habit  of  being 
blooded  twice  a year.  The  Princess  at  one  time  ap- 
peared to  like  Lady  Douglas  ; Sir  John  came  fre.< 
quently  ; Sir  Sydney  Smith  visited  about  the  same 
time  with  the  Douglas’s;  I have  seen  Sir  Sydney 
there  very  late  in  the  evening,  but  no'^t  alone  v,  itli 
the  Princess  ; I have  no  reason  to  suspect  he  had  a 
key  of  the  Park-gate ; I never  heard  of  any  body 
being  found  wandering  about  Blackheath.  I have 
heard  of  somebody  being  found  waiideiing  about  late 
at  night  at  Mount  Edgecombe,  w'hen  the  Princess 
was  (here,  d lieard  that  two  women  and  a man  were 
seen  crossing  tl:e  iiall.  The  Princess  saw  a great 
deal  of  company  at  Mount  Edgecombe.  Sir  Richard 
Strachan  was  reported  to  have  spoken  freely  of  the 
Princess.  1 did  not  hear  that  lie  had  offered  a rude- 
ness to  her  person.  She  told  me  she  had  heard  he 
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hail  spoken  disrespectfully  of  her,  and  therefore,  I 
believe,  wrote  to  him  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood. 

(SUned)  llESTEtl  LISLE. 

Sworn  before  u=,  in  Downing- 
streel,  July  S,  180C. 

(Signed)  ERSKINE,  GRENVILLE, 

SPENCER,  ELLEN  BOROUGir. 


NARRATIVE  OF  HIS  ROYAL  IIIGILNESS  THE 
DUKE  OF  KENT. 

To  introduce  the  following  relation,  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  premise,  that  on  entering  the  Prince 
of  Wales’s  bed-room,  where  our  interview  took 
place,  my  brother,  after  dismissing  his  attendants, 
said  to  me,  that  some  circumstances  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  with  respect  to  a transaction  with  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  in  which  he  found  that  / had 
been  a party  concerned  ; that  if  he  had  not 
placed  the  most  entire  reliance  on  my  attach- 
ment  to  /mn,  and  he  was  pleased  to  add,  on 
the  well  known  uprightness  of  my  character  and 
principles,  he  shoi.ld  certainly  have  felt  himself 
in  no  small  degree  offended  at  having  learnt  the 
facts  alluded  to  fiom  others,  and  not  in  the 
first  instance  from  me,  which  he  conceived  himself 
every  way  entitled  to  expect,  but  more  especially 
from  that  footing  of  confidence  on  which  he  had  ever 
treated  me;  but  that  fully  satisfied  my  explanation 
of  the  matter  would  prove  that  he  was  not  wrong 
ia  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of  the  honourable 
motives  that  had  actuated  me,  in  observing  a silence 
with  regard  to  him  upon  the  subject.  He  then  was 
anxiously  waiting  for  me  to  proceed  with  a narrative, 
his  wish  to  hear  which  he  was  sure  he  had  only  to  express 
to  ensure  my  immediate  acquiescence  with  it.  The 
Prince  then  gave  n»e  his  hand,  assuring  me  he  did 
not  feel  the  smallest  degree  of  displeasure  towards 
me.  and  proceeded  to  introduce  the  subject  upon 
w*iich  he  required  information.  When,  feeling  it  a 
d.uty  X owed  to  him,  to  withhold  from  his  knowledge 
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no  part  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it,  that 
I could  bring  back  to  my  recollection,  I related  the 
facts  to  him,  as  nearly  as  I can  remember,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  : — 

“ Abonla  twelvemonth  since,  or  thereabout  (for  1 cannot 
speak  positively  to  the  exact  date),  I received  a note  from  the 
l^incess  of  Wales,  by  which  she  requested  me  to  come  over  to 
Blackheath,  in  order  to  assist  her  in  arranging  a disajfrecable 
matter,  between  her.  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  and  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Douglas,  the  particulars  of  w hich  she  would  relate  to  me,  when 
I should  call.  I,  in  consequence,  waited  upon  her,  agreeably 
to  her  desire,  a day  or  two  after,  when  she  commenced  the  con- 
versation, by  telling  me,  that  she  supposed  I knew  she  had  at 
one  time  lived  with  Lady  Douglas  on  a footing  of  intimacy,  but 
that  she  had  had  reason  afterwards  to  repent  naving  made  her 
acquaintance,  and  was  therefore  rejoiced  when  she  left  Black- 
heath  for  Plymouth,  as  she  conceived  that  circumstance  would 
break  oil' all  farther  communication  between  her  and  that  Lady. 
That,  however,  contrary  to  her  expectation,  upon  the  return  of 
Sir  John  and  her  from  Plymouth  to  London,  Lady  Douglas  had 
called  and  left  her  name  twice  or  three  times,  notwithstanding 
she  must  have  seen  that  admission  was  refused  ; that  having 
been  confirmed  in  the  opinion  she  had  before  had  occasion  to 
form  of  her  Ladyship  by  an  anonymous-  letter  she  had  re- 
ceived, in  which  she  was  very  strongly  cautioned  against 
renewing  her  acquaintance  with  her,  both  as  being  un- 
worthy of  her  confidence,  from  the  liberties  she  had  al- 
lowed herself  to  take  with  the  Princess's  "ame,  and  th* . 
lightness  of  her  character,  he  had  felt  herseif  obliged,  a* 
Lady  Doagl.os  would  not  take  the  hint,  that  her  visits  were  not 
wished  for,  to  order  Miss- Vernon  to  write  her  a note,  specifi- 
cally telling  her  that  they  would  in  future  be  dispensed  with; 
that  the  consequence  of  this  had  been  an  application,  through 
one  of  her  l.adies,.  in  the  joint  names  of  SirSy<lney  Smith,  Sir 
Jehn  and  Lady  Douglas,  for  an  audience,  to  require  an  expla- 
nation of  this,  which  they  considered  an  affront,  and  that,  be- 
ing determined  not  to  grant  it,  or  to  sufler  any  unpleasant  dis- 
ca  sion  upon  the  subject,  she  entreated  me  to  take  whatever 
steps  I might  judge  best  to  put  an  end  to  the  ma  ter,  and  rid 
her  of  all  tanner  trouble  about  it.  I sta'ed  in  reply,  that  I had 
no  knowledge  of  either  Sir  .lohii  or  Lady  Douglas,  and  there- 
fore could  not,  in  the  first  instance,  address  myself  to  them, 
but  that  I had  ^ome  acquaintance  with  Sir  Sylne'y  Smith,  and  if 
the  Princess  w.-u  not  .averse  to  that-  channel,  1 would  try 

what  1 could  in  that  way  effect. This  being  assented  to 

by  the  Princess,  I took  my  leave,  and  immediately  on  my 
return  home,  wrote  a note  to  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  request- 
ing him  to  call  on  me  as  soan  as  he  conveniently  could,  as  1 had 
some  business  to  speak  to  him  upon.  Sir  Sydney  inconsequence 
called  on  me  (I  think)  the  next  day,  when  I related  to  him  the 
conversation,  as  above  staled,  that  I had  had  with  the  Princess. 
After  heariiig  all  I had  to  say,  he  observed,  that  the  Princess, 
in  iUiiing  to  me  that  her  prohibition  to  Lady  Douglas  to  repeat 
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her  vii^ifsat  Rlarkheafh,  Iiad  led  lo  llie  nj)|)1ica(ion  for  an  au- 
dience nf  t;er  ifoyal  lli^liiiess,  had  kejit  from  me  ihe  real  cause 
why  he,  as  «ell  as  Sir  John  and  l<ady  Douglas,  had  inade  it,  as 
it  ori^iiialcd  inamusi  scaiidaluiis  anonymous  letter,  of  a nature 
calculated  to  set  on  Sir  . ohn  and  him  lo  c t each  other’s 
Lhroats,  which,  from  Ihe  hand-writing  and  style,  they  were 
Loth  fully  convinced  was  Ihe  production  cf  the  Drincess 
herself.  1 natunilly  ex  .ressed  my  sentiments  upon  such  con- 
duct, on  the  part  of  llie  Princess,  in  terms  of  the  siro.  gesi  ani- 
niadveision;  but,  m vertheless,  anxious  to  a'oid  the  shameful 
eclat  wliich  the  publication  of  such  a fad  lo  the  world  must  pro- 
duce, tlie  ett'ect  which  its  coming  to  the  King’s  knowledge  w ould 
probably  have  on  his  health,  frnm  the  delieale  state  of  his  nerves, 
and  all  the  additional  consequences  wliicii  1 foresaw  would  inevi- 
tably follow,  were  this  fact,  w hieh  would  give  the  Prince  so 
powerful  a handle  to  express  iiis  feeliiigs  upon  the  countenance 
shown  hy  the  King  to  the  Princess,  at  a time  when  I knew  him 
lo  be  severely  wounded,  by  bis  Majesty’s  visits  to  Blackheath  on 
Ihe  one  hand,  and  the  reports  he  had  received  of  the  Princesses 
conduct,  on  the  oilier,  to  be  brought  to  light,  I fell  my  boundcB 
duty,  as  an  nonest  man, 'to  urge  all  these  arguments  with  Sir 
Sydney  Smith  in  the  most  forcible  manner  1 was  mas  ei  of,  add- 
ing also  as  a farther  object,  w orthy  of  the  most  serious  eonsi- 
■ deration,  the  danger  of  any  apearance  of  ill  blood  in  the  family 
at  such  an  eventful  crisis,  and  to  jiress  upon  his  mind  the  neces- 
sity of  his  using  his  best  emleavours  with  Sir  John  Douglas, 
notwithstanding  all  the  provocation  that  had  been  given 
them,  to  induce  him  to  let  the  m.:tter  drop,  and  jiursue  it 
no  farther.  Sir  Sydney  observed  to  me,  that  Sir  John  Douglas 
was  a man  'nliom,  when  once  he  had  taken  a line  from  a 
a principle  of  honour,  it  was  very  difficult  to  persuade  him  to 
depart  from  it ; however,  as  he  thought  that  if  any  man  could 
prevail  upon  him,  he  might  flatter  himself  with  being  the  most 
likely  to  persuade  him,  from  the  weight  lie  had  with  him,  he 
would  immediately  try  how  far  he  could  gain  upon  him,  by 
making  use  of  those  arguments  1 had  brought  forward  to  induce 
him  to  drop  the  matter  altogether  About  four  or  five  dnys  after 
this.  Sir  Sydney  called  upon  me  again,  and  informed  me,  that 
upon  making  tisef,  with  Sir  John,  of  those  reasons  which  1 had 
authorised  his  stating  to  be  those  hy  which  1 was  actuate<l  ia 
making  the  request  that  he  wuiild  liot  press  the  business  farther, 
lie  had  not  been  able  to  resist  their  force,  but  that  the  whole  ex 
tent  of  promise  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  of  him,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  tl>at  ht  icuuld,  untter  t.tisring  circnmitances,  re- 
niiihi  quiet,  i/  I'ji  xinmolesled,  for  that  he  would  not  pledge 
himself  not  to  bring  Ihe  subject  forward  Ac/eh/ttr,  when  the 
same  ir.titivc  might  no  longer  operate  lo  keep  him  silent.  'I'his 
result  1 comiiiunicuted,  to  the  hest  of  niy  recoil  ctiqn,  the  fol- 
low ing  day  to  the  Princess,  who  seemed  satisfied  w ith  it,  and 
from  Inal  day  to  the  present  one,  (November  10,  lb05).  1 never 
have  heard  the  subject  named  again  in  an^  shape,  until  called 
upon  hy't  e Prince,  lo  make  known  to  hie.i  the  circuinstancet 
of  tills  transaction,  as  far  as  1 could  bring  them  to  my  recol- 
lection. 
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And  now  having  fulfilled  what  the  Prince  wislied 
Hie  to  do,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  in  case  here- 
after any  one  by  whom  a narrative  of  all  the  circum- 
stances as  related  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Douglas,  of 
whom  I was  informed  by  my  brother,  subsequent  to 
our  conversation,  should  imagine  that  I know  more 
of  them  than  I have  stated,  1 hereby  spontaneously 
declare,  that  what  I have  written  is  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  what  I was  apprised  of,  and  had  the  Prin- 
cess thought  proper  to  inform  me  of  wiiat,  in  the 
Narrative  of  the  fnformation  given  by  Sir  John  and 
Lady  Douglas,  is  alluded  to,  I should  have  felt  my- 
self obliged  to  decline  all  interference  in  the  business, 
and  to  have  at  the  same  time  stated  to  her,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  me  to  keep  a matter  of  such 
importance  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Prince. 

Dec.  27,  1805.  (Signed)  EDWARD. 


THE  EARL  OF  CHOLMONDRLEY 
Gave  testimony  in  reg;ard  to  llie  letters  and  drawing  sent  to 
Sir  John  Douglas,  He  thought  the  letter  marked  A.  not  of 
the  Princess’s  hand.  The  writing  or  the  'driuv  iiig  of  Lady 
Douglas  and  Sir  Sydney  Smith,  marked  B.  was  in  a disguised 
hand,  but  some  of  the  letters  remarkably  resembled  the  Prin- 
cess’s writing.  The  lefter  C.  did  not  bear  the  same  resemblance. 

Here  the  Exa  niiiatinns  closed,  nnd  the  four  Commissioners 
made  the  Report  thereon,  which  we  have  puhlished,  dated  14th 
July,  1806. 


COPY  OF  A REPORT 

MADE  IN'  1806,  BY  THE  FOUR  COMMTSSIOf^ERS 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  KING,  viz. 

Lord  ERSKINE,  Chancellor, 

Lord  GREW  I LLE,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 

Lord  SPENCER,  Secretary  of  State, 

Lord  ELLENBOROUGH,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench. 

“ May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

“ Your  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased, 
by  an  Instrument  under  your  Majesty’s  Sign 
Manual,  a Copy  of  which  is  annexed  to  this  Report, 
to  authorize,  empower,  and  direct  us  to  enquire  into 
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the  truth  of  certain  written  Declarations  touching  the 
Conduct  of  her  Rp\  al  ! Ugliness  tlie  Princess  of  Wales, 
an  Abstract  of  which  had  been  laid  before  your  Ma- 
j^^sty,  and  to  examine  upon  oath,  such  persons  as 
we  should  see  lit  touching  and  cencerning  the  same, 
and  to  report  to  your  Majesty  the  result  of  such  Exa*- 
minations; — we  have,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  your 
Majesty’s  commands,  proceeded  to  examine  the  se- 
veral witnesses,  the  Copies  of  whose  Depositions  we 
have  hereunto  annexed  ; and  in  further  execalion  of 
the  said  commands,  we  now  most  respectfully  submit 
to  your  Majesty  the  Report  of  these  Examinations 
as  it  has  appeared  to  us.  But,  we  beg  leave  at  the 
same  time,  humbly  to  refer  your  Majesty,  for  more 
complete  information,  to  the  Examinations  them- 
selves, in  order  to  correct  any  error  of  judgment 
into  which  we  may  have  unintentionally  fallen,  with 
respect  to  any  part  of^his  business.  On  a reference 
to  the  above-mentioned  Declarations  as  the  neces- 
sary foundation  of  all  our  proceedings,  we  found 
that  tliey  consisted  in  certain  Statements  which  had 
been  laid  before  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  respecting  the  ^conduct  of  her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales  : that  these  Sfntements, 
not  only  imputed  to  her  Royal  Highness  great 
iinjjropriety,  and ' indecency  of  behaviour,  but  ex- 
])ressly  asserted,  partly  on  the  ground  of  certain  al- 
leged declarations  from  the  Princess’s  own  moutli, 
and’partly  on  the  personal  observations  of  the  infor- 
mants, the  following  most  important  facts,  viz. — 
That  her  Royal  Highness  had  been  pregnant  in  the 
yerr  1802,  in  consequence  of  an  illicit  intercourse, 
and  that  she  had  in  tlie  same  year  been  secretly  de- 
livered of  a male  ciiild,  wliich  child  had  ever  since 
that  period  been  brought  up  by  her  Royal  Highness 
in  her  own  house,  and  under  her  immediate  inspec- 
tion. 

“ Tliese  allegations  thus  made,  had,  as  we  found, 
been  followed  by  declarations  from  other  persons, 
w ho  had  not  indeed  spoken  to  the  important  facts  of 
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the  pregnancy  or  delivery  of  her  Royal  Highness, 
bat  had  stated  other  particulars  in  themselves  ex^-* 
treinely  suspicious,  and  still  more  so  when  connected 
with  tlie  assertions  already  mentioned.  In  the  pain- 
ful situation,  in  wliich  his  Royal  Highness  was 
placed  by  these  communications,  we  learnt  that  his 
Royal  Highness  liad  adopted  the  only  course  which 
could,  in  our  judgment,  with  propriety,  be  follow- 
ed, when  informations  such  as  these  had  been  thus 
confidently  alleged,  and  particularly  detailed,  and 
had  been  in  some  degree  supported  by  collateral 
evidence,  applying  to  other  points  of  the  same  na- 
ture (though  going  (o  a far  less  extent),  one  line 
could  only  be  pursued.  Every  sentiment  of  duty  to 
your  Majesty,  and  of  concern  for  the  public  welfare 
required  that  these  particulars  should  not  be  with- 
held from  your  Majesty,  to  whom  more  particular- 
ly belonged  the  cognizance  of  a matter  of  State  so 
nearly  touching  the  honour  of  your  Majesty’s  Royal 
Family,  and  possibly  affecting  the  Succession  of 
your  Majesty's  Crozen.  Four  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  on  your  part  to  view  the  subject  in  the  same 
light.  Considering  it  as  a flatter  which  in  every 
respect  demanded  the  most  immediate  in vestigation 
your  Majesty  had  thought  fit  to  commit  into  our 
hands  the  duty  of,  ascertaining,  in  the  first  instance, 
what  degree  of  credit  was  due  to  the  informations, 
and  thereby  enabling  your  Majesty  to  decide  what 
further  conduct  to  atlcpt  concerning  them.  On  this 
review,  therefore,  of-  the  matters  thus  alleged,  and 
of  the  course  hithertho  pursued  upon  them  yve 
deemed  it  proper,  in  the  first  place,  to  examine  those 
persons  in  whose  declarations  the  occasion  for  this 
enquiry  had  originated  ; because  if  they,  on  being 
examined  on  oath,  liad  retracted  or  varied  their 
assertions,  all  necessity  of  further  investigation 
might  possibly  have  been  precluded.  We  accord- 
ingly first  examined  on  oath  (he  principal  in- 
formants,  Sir  John  Douglas  and  Charlotte  hiji 
wife,  wlio  both  positively  swore,  the  former  to 
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his  having  observed  the  fact  of  the  pregnancy  of 
her  Royal  Highness,  and  the  latter  to  all  the  import- 
ant particulars  contained  in  lier  former  declaration, 
and  above  referred  to.  Their  examinations  are  an- 
nexed to  this  report,  and  are  circumstantial  and  po- 
sitive. The  most  material  of  those  allegations,  into 
the  truth  of  which  we  have  been  directed  to  enquire, 
being  thus  far  supported  by  the  oath  of  the  parlies 
from  whom  they  had  proceeded,  we  then  felt  it  to 
be  our  duty  to  follow  up  the  enquiry,  by  the  ex- 
aminations of  such  other  persons  as  we  judged  best 
able  to  afford  us  information  as  to  the  facts  in  ques- 
tion. \¥e  thought  it  beyond  all  doubt,  that  in  the 
course  of  enquiry  many  particulars  must  be  learnt, 
which  would  be  necessarily  conclusive  on  the  truth 
or  falsehood  of  these  declarations,  so  many  persons 
must  have  been  witnesses  to  the  appearance  of  an 
actual  existing  pregnancy;  so  many  circumstances 
must  have  been  attendant  upon  a real  delivery,  and 
difficulties  so  numerous  and  insurmountable  must 
have  been  involved,  in  any  attempt  to  account  for 
the  infant  in  question,  as  the  child  of  another  wo- 
man, if  it  had  been  in  fact  the  child  of  the  Princess, 
that  we  entertained  a full  and  confident  expectation 
of  arriving  at  complete  proof,  either  in  the  af- 
firmative or  negative,  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

“ This  expectation  was  not  disappointed.  We 
are  happy  to  declare  our  perfect  conviction  that  there 
is  no  foundation  whatever  for  believing  that  the  child 
now  with  the  Princess  of  Wales  is  the  child  of  her 
Royal  Highness,  or  that  she  was  delivered  of  any 
child  in  the  year  180‘i;  nor  lias  any  thing  appeared  to 
us  w hich  would  warrant  the  belief  that  she  was  preg- 
nant ill  that  year,  or  at  any  other  period  within  the 
compass  of  our  enquiries.  The  identity  of  the  child 
now  with  the  Princess,  its  parents,  age,  the  place 
and  date  of  its  birth,  the  time  and  circumstance  of 
its  being  first  taken  under  her  Royal  Higliness’s  pro- 
tection, are  all  established  by  such  a concurrence 
both  of  positive  and  circumstantial  evidence  as 
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can  in  our  judginciit  leave  no  question  on  lliis  part 
of  tile  subject.  That  child  was,  ■ beyond  all 
doubt,  born  in  Brownlow-street  hospital,  on  the 
1 1th  day  of  July,  1802,  of  the  body  of  Sophia  Austin, 
and  was  first  brought  to  the  Princess’s  house  in  the 
month  of  November  following.  Neither  should  w'C 
be  more  w arranted  in  e.xpressing  any  doubt  respect- 
ing the  alleged  pregnancy  pf  the  Princess,  as  stated 
in  the  original  Declaration,  a fact  so  fullj^  contradict- 
ed, and  by  so  many  witnesses,  to  whom,  if  true,  it 
must  in  various  ways  be  known,  that  we  cannot  think 
it  entitled  to  the  smallest  credit.  The  testimonies  on 
these  two  points  are  oontained  in  the  annexed  Deposi- 
tions and  Letters.  We  have  not  partially  abstracted 
them  in  this  Report,  lest  by  any  unintentional  omis- 
sion we  might  weaken  their  effect ; but  we  humbly 
offer  to  your  hlajesty  this  our  clear  and  unanimous 
judgment  upon  them,  formed  upon  full  deliberation, 
and  pronounced  without  hesitation, on  the  result  of  the 
whole  enquiry.  We  do  not,  liowever,  feel  ourselves 
at  liberty,  much  as  we  should  wisli  it,  to  close  our 
Report  here.  Besides  the  allegation  of  the  preg- 
nancy and  delivery  of  the  Princess,  those  Declara- 
tions, on  the  whole  of  which  yourMajesty  has  been 
pleased  to  command  us  to  enquire  and  report,  con- 
tain, as  we  have  already  remarked,  other  particulars 
respecting  the  conduct  of  her  Royal  Highness,  such 
as  must,  especially  considering  her  exalted  rank  and 
station,  necessarily  give  occasion  to  very  unfavourabla 
interpretations.  From  the  various  depositions  and 
proofs  annexed  to  (his  Report,  particularly  from  the 
examinations  of  Robert  Bidgood,  Wm.  Cole,  Frances 
Lloyd,  and  .Mr.  Li  le,  yourMajesty  will  perceive  that 
several  strong  circumstances  of  this  description  have 
been  positively  sworn  to  by  witnesses,  who  cannot,  in 
our  judgment,  be  suspected  of  any  unfavourable  bias, 
and  whose  veracity,  in  this  respect,  we  have  seen  no 
ground  to  question. 

“ On  the  precise  bearing  and  efl'ect  of  the  fact* 
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thus  appearing,  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide  ; these  we 
submit  to  your  Majesty’s  wisdom;  but  we  conceive 
it  to  be  our  duty  to  report  on  this  part  of  the  En- 
quiry, as  distinctly  as  on  the  former  facts,  that  as  on 
the  one  hand  the  facts  of  Pregnancy  and  Delivery  are 
to  our  minds  satisfactorily  disproved ; so,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  think  that  the  circumstances  to  which 
we  now  refer,  particularly  those  stated  to  have  passed 
between  her  Royal  Highness  and  Captain  Manby, 
must  be  credited  until  they  shall  receive  some  deci- 
sive contradiction ; and  if  true,  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration.  We  cannot  close 
this  Report  without  humbly  assuring  your  Majesty, 
that  it  was  on  every  account  our  anxious  wish  to 
have  executed  this  delicate  trust  with  as  little  publi-* 
city  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  possibly  allow, 
and  w e entreat  your  Majesty’s  permission  to  express 
our  full  persuasion,  that  if  this  wish  has  been  dis- 
appointed, the  failure  is  not  imputable  to  any  thing 
unnecessarily  said  or  done  by  us,  all  which  is  most 
humbly  submitted  to  your  Majesty. 

(Signed)  ERSKINK, 

SPKXCEK.  ■ 
GRENVILLE. 

July  14,  1806.  ELLENBOROUGH. 

(A  True  Cojiy)— 1.  BiiCKFT. 


(COPY.) 

MINUTE  OF  THE  CABINET,  J.\n.  25,  1807. 

“ Downing-street,  January  25,  1807. 


PRESE.VT. 

I.ord  ViscounI  IIOWICK, 
Lord  GRENVILLE, 


The  LORD  CHANCELLOR, 
LORI)  PRESIDENT, 

LORD  PRIVY  SEAL, 

Earl  SPENCER, 

Earl  of  MOIRA, 

Lord  HENRY  PETTY', 


Lord  ELLENBOROUGH, 
Mr.  Secretary  WINDJl.YM, 
Mr.  GRENVILLE. 


“ Y' our  Majesty’s  confidential  Servants  have  given  the  most 
diligent  and  attentive  consideration  to  the  matters  on  w hich  your 
Majesty  h s been  pleased  to  require  tlieir  opinion  and  advice. 
They  trust  your  Majesty  will  not  think  that  any  apology  is  ne- 
cessary oa  their  part  for  the  delay  w hich  has  attended  de- 

MbcratioiiSjOn  a subject  of  such  extreme  importance,  and  winch 
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tliov  have  iouml  to  be  of  the  greatest  difficulty  and  embarra-s- 
mcnl. 

They  are  fully  convinced  that  it  never  can  have  been  oury 
Majesty’s  intention  to  require  from  them,  that  they  should  lay 
before  ^ our  Majesty  a dettiiled  and  circuinstancial  examination 
and  di.'cussion  of  the  various  arguments  and  allegations  con- 
tained ill  the  letter  submitted  to  your  Miijesly,  by  the  Law  Ad- 
visei'sof  the  i’rinctss of  Wales.  And  they  beg  leave,  with  all 
humilii'y,  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that  the  Laws  and  Con- 
stitution of  ilicir  country  have  not  placed  them  in  a situation  in 
which  tliey  can  conclusively  pronounce  on  any  question  of  guilt 
or  innocci  ee  atfecting  :;ny  of  your  Majesty’s  subjects,  ir.vicli 
less  one  of  your  Majesty's  lloyal  Family.  They  have  indeed  no 
power  or  autliority  whatever  to  enter  on  such  a course  of  en- 
quiry as  could  alone  leal  to  any  final  results  of  such  a nature. 

“ The  main  question  on  wliieh  they  had  conceived  themselves 
called  upon  by  their  duty  to  submit  their  advice  to  your  M.a- 
j^esty,  was  this : IVliether  the  circiiinslanees  which  had,  by  your 
alajc*! . "s  cor.nn.ands,  been  . rought  before  them,  were  of  an.a- 
lare  to  induce  your  Majesty  to  order  :uiy  further  steps  to  be 
taken  upon  them  by  your  Majesty’s  fioveriiment  ? And  on  this 
point  iliey  iiumbly  submit  toyour  M.ajesty  that  the  advice  w hirli 
they  offered  w as  clear  and  uiiequivoeai.  Vour  Majcjiy  lias  since 
been  plcasi  d farther  to  require  tliat  ihey  should  sai.mit  to  your 
M ij  Sly  their  opiiiicms  as  to  live  answer  to  be  given  by  yonr  M.a- 
jcsty  t i tile. request  contained  in  till*  I'rincess’s  le.'tei\  and  as  to 
the  mit.iurr  in  wiiich  tliat  answer  should  be  communicated  to  her 

Ilojal  Highness. 

“■  Tl-ey  ii.iv>,  therefore,  in  dutiful  obedience  to  your  Majes- 
ty’s command.-..  pro.-ced.-?d  to  recniiMdm  the  vv  hole  of  the  subject, 
•in  tiii?  new  vc  w of  it ; and,  after  nmcii  deliiiera  inn,  tli<*y  Imve 
agreed  hunildv  to  ivcommend  to  your  .vlajesty  the  draft  of  a 
Me-s:.ge  vv!!.,h,  it  a, '...roved  by  y oi;r  .Majesty,  they  would  lium- 
bly  sagg.  sl  V oiir  olajeaty  might  send  to  her  lloyal  iligiiness 
through  the  I.or  J .Cuancell.ir. 

“ Having  before  hum- I v snbioiiled  to  yonr  Majeslv  their 
opinion,  tl.at  the  facts  of  c'ie  . ase  did  not  warrant  ihi  ir  advis- 
ing that  any  further  steps  s.io  ild  lie  taken  ujioii  it  nv  voiir  .Ma- 
jesty’s Gijvern  lent,  they  have  not  looaglitit  n."c;-tsafy  loadvise 
yo'ir  Majesty  any  longer  to  decline  receiving  ilie  Frince.'S  into 
your  Ptoyal  presence.  But  the  rcsull  of  he  whole  case  does,  in 
their.judg  uent,  rendc^r  it  indi'pensilile  that  your  .viajtSly  s'.ould, 
by  a s.*rioiis  admonition,  convey  to  Iut  lloyal  Iligiiness  your 
Majesty’s  evpecia  ion  that  her  lloyal  Highness  sliohld  he  more 
circumspect  in  her  future  conduct  ; and  they  ti  ust  that  in  the 
terms  n wtiicli  tliey  liave  advised,  (hat  sucli  admonition  should 
be  conveyed,  your  M-iJ-sIy  will  not  be  of  opinion,  on  a full 
considerali  >11  of  the  evidence  and  answer,  that  they  ran  he  con- 
sidered as  having  at  all  exceeded  liie  iiccessilv  of  the  case,  as 
arising  out  of  the  last  reference  which  yonr  Majest. 'has  been 
pleased  to  make  to  them.” 


Message  was  rcco-nmcnded  od  the  23th  of  Feb. 
1307 , by  the  uoder-meationed  persons 
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SI'K.NCKK, 
l^arl  of  MO  I II A, 

Lord  JILNRV  PLTTV 


Lord  OUKN  \ M,M;,  ’ 

Lord  KLI.IA  liOROUrMf, 
Mr.  Sccrcfarv  VVINOII  \,\( 
Mr.  T.  tiULlN  VILLL. 


(COPY.) 

MLSbACE  I'RO.M  TIIK  KI.NG 


“ The  Kino  having  referrrd  to  his  confidential  Servants  th« 
proceedings  and  papers  relative  to  the  written  Declara.iom 
Avhicli  had  been  laid  before  his  iM.-vjesty,  respeciin®^  the  con- 
duct of  (he  Princess  of  Wales,  has  been  apinized  by  ilipin, 
thtit  aftci  the  fullest  consideration  ' of  the  cAaininations 
taken  on  that  subject,  and  of  the  observations  and  aliid.ivili 
brought  forward  liy  the  I’rincc.ss’s  Legal  Advisers,  they  .-urree 
in  (he  opinions  suinnilted  to  his  Majesty  in  the  rfiiginal'Re- 
port  of  (lie  four  l.ords  by  whom  his  Majesty  directed  tliat  the 
ui.Ttter  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  enquired  into;  and  that 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  upon  a mtilure  and  delibe- 
rate view  of  this  most  important  suliject,  in  all  its  jiaris  ami 
bearings,  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  facts  of  the  case  do  not 
warrant  their  advising  that  any  further  step  should  be  taketi  in 
the  business  by  his  Majesty’s  Government,  or  any  other  pro- 
ceedings instituted  upon  it,  e.vcept  such  only,  as  ins  Majesty's 
Law  Servants  may,  on  a reference  to  them,  think  fit  to  recour- 
mend  for  tlie  prosecution  of  Lady  Douglas,  on  those  parts  of 
her  deposition  which  may  appear  to  them  to  be  justly  liable 
thereto. 

“ In  this  situation,  his  Majesty  is  advised  that  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  for  him  to  decline  receiving  the  PnixcEss  into  his 
Royal  presence. 

“ The  King  sees  with  great  satisfaction  (lie  agreement  of  his 
Confidential  Servants,  in  the  decided  opinion  expressed  by  the 
I four  Law  Lords  upon  the  falsehood  of  the  accusations  of  preg- 
nancy and  delivery  brought  forward  against  the  Princess  by 
Lady  Douglas.  (Li  the  other  matters  produced  in  the  course 
of  the  Enquiry,  the  King  is  advised,  (hat  none  of  the  facts  or 
allegations  stated  in  preliminary  examinations,  carried  on  in  the 
absence  of  the  parties  interested,  are  to  be  considered  as  legally 
or  conclusively  established.  But  in  those  examinations,  and 
even  in  the  answer  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  Piuncess  by  her 
legal  advisers,  there  have  appeared  circumstances  of  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Princess,  which  his  Majesty  could  never 
regard  but  vvitli  serious  concern.  The  elevated  rank 
which  the  Princess  holds  in  tliis  country,  and  the  re- 
lation in  wliicli  she  stands  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Koval  Fa- 
mily, must  always  deeply  involve  both  the  interests  of  tlie State, 
and  the  personal  feelings  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  propriety  and 
correctness  of  her  coiiduct ; and  his  Majesty,  therefore,  cannot 
forbear  to  express,  in.  tlie  conclusion  of  the  business,  liL  desire 
and  expectation,  that  such  a conduct  may  in  future  be  observed 
by  the  Princess,  as  may  fully  justify  those  marks  of  paternal 
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ir:;ard  which  his  Majestv  always  wishes  to  show  to  every  part 
of  the  Koval  Kamii.v. 

His  Mailstv  h;is  directed  that  this  Message  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Princess  of  Wales  by  his  Lord  Chan’cellor; 
and  that  copies  of  the  Proceedings  which  have  taken  place  on 
this  subject,  should  also  be  communicated  to  his  dearly-beloved 
bon,  the  Prince  of  Wales.” 


MINUTE  OF  COUNCIL,  April  22,  1807. 

PRESENT. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Eldon)  Earl  Bathurst 

The  Lord  President  (Camden)  Viscount  Castlereagh 

The  Lord  Privy  Seal  ( Westmor-  Lord  Mulgrave 

land)  Mr.  Secretiiry  Canning 

The  Duke  of  Portland  Lord  Hawkesbury 

The  1 arl  of  Chatham 

Your  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  have,  in  obedience  to 
your  Majesty’s  commands,  most  .attentively  considered  (he  ori- 
ginal Charges  and  Report,  the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  and  all  the 
other  Papers  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  vour  Majesty,  on 
the  snbject  of  those  charges  against  her  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
ces of  Wales. 

In  the  stage  in  which  this  business  is  brought  under  their  con- 
sideration, they  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  give  any 
opinion  as  to  'he  proceeding  itself,  or  to  the  mode  of  investiga- 
tion in  which  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  conduct  it.  But  ad- 
verting to  the  advice  which  is  stated  by  h’s  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  V>  ales  to  have  directed  his  conduct,  your  Majes'y’s 
confidential  servants  are  anxious  to  impress  upon  your  (Majesty 
their  conviction,  that  his  Royal  Highness  could  not,  under  such 
advice,  consistently  with  his  public  duty,  have  done  otherwise 
than  lay  before  your  M.ajesty  the  Statetiient  and  E.xaminations 
which  were  submitted  to  him  upon  this  subject. 

-After  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  however,  of  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  brought  before  the  Commissioners,  and  of 
the  previous  examinations,  as  well  as  of  the  answer  and  obser- 
vations which  have  heen  submitted  to  your  Majesty  upon  them, 
they  feel  it  necessary  o declare  their  decided  concurrence  in  the 
clear  and  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Coinmiss'oners,  Gonfirmed 
by  that  of  all  your  Majesty's  late  confidential  servants,  that  the 
two  main  charges  alleged  against  her  oyal  Highness  the  ihin- 
cess  of  Wales,  of  pr.gnaiiey  and  delivery,  are  completely  dis- 
proved, and  they  further  submit  to  your  (M.ijesty  their  unani- 
mous opinion,  that  all  the  other  particulars  of  conduct  brought 
in  accusation  against  her  Ro\al  Highness,  to  which  the  charac- 
ter of  criminality  can  he  ascribed,  til/ier  suth/ticturilii^cvn- 
trruHu^ri,  or  rent  tip<  ri  trhten  <:  of  such  a n.T  ure,  aiid  which  was 
given,  under  such  circinistaiices,  .is  render  it,  in  the  judgment 
of  vour  .Majesty’.s  confidential  s.'rvaiiis,  iindeserviiig  of  credit. 

“ V our  .Maj.-sty’s  c.infid.;nii.Tl  servants,  therefore,  concurring 
in  that  part  of  tlie  opinion  of  your  late  servants,  as  stated  iu 
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their  Minute  of  the  2jlh  January,  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
necessity  for  ^our  Majesty. being  advised  to  decline  receiving 
the  Princess  into^our.  Royal  presence,  humbly  submit  to  your 
JMajesty,  that  it  is  essentially  necessary,  in  justice  to  her  Jioyal 
Highness,  and  for  the  honour  and  interests  of  your  Majestfs  It- 
Ittstrions  Family,  that  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
shoultLbe  admitted,  tcilh  as  little  delay  as  possible,  inlo  your  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  presence,  and  that  she  should  be  received  in  a man- 
ner due  lo  her  rank  and  station,  in  your  Majesty's  Court  and 
Family. 

“ Your  Majesty's  confidential  serv,ants  likewise  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  your  Majesty,  tliat  considering  that  it  may  be  neces- 
sary tliat  your  Majesty’s  Government  sh^ould  possess  the  means 
of  referring  to  the  true  state  of  this  transaction,  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  that  these  documents,  demonstrating  the 
ground  on  which  your  Majesty  has  proceeded,  should  be  pre- 
served in  safe  custody  ; and  that  for  that  purpose  the  originals, 
or  authentic  copies  of  all  these  "papers,  should  be  sealed, up  and 
deposited  in  the  Office  of  your  Majesty’s  Principal  Secretary  of 
State.” 
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EriDESCE  FROM  THE  PRINCESS’S 
BOOK. 


PRINCESS  OF  WALES'S  LETTER  TO  THE  KING. 


We  tliis  day  present  our  Readers  with  the  Letter  of  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  to  the  King,  which  the  Hon. 
Cochrane  Johnstone  read  as  a part  of  his  speech,  and  which 
he  said  he  could  prove,  at  the  Bar  of  the  House,  to  have  been 
written  by  the  late  Mr.  Percev.vl,  in  conjunction  with  Lord 
Eldon  and  Sir  Thomas  Pldmek.  We  give  it  without  a com- 
ment. 

TO  THE  KING. 

“ Sire, — Impressed  with  the  deepest  sentiments  of  gratitude 
for  the  countenance  and  pr  itcction  which  I have  liitlierto  uni- 
formly received  from  your  Majesty,  I approach  you  with  a 
heart  undismayed,  upon  the  occasion  so  awful  and  momentous 
to  my  character,  my  honour,  and  ray  happiness.  I should,  in- 
deed (under  charges  such  as  have  noiv  been  brought  against  me), 
prove  myself  undeserving  of  the  continuance  of  that  counte-, 
nance  and  protection,  and  altogether  unworthy  of  the  high  sta- 
tion which  1 hold  in  your  Majesty’s  family,  if  I sought  for 
any  impartiality,  for  any  indulgence,  for  any  thing  more  than 
what  is  due  to  me  injustice.  iUy  entire  confidence  in  your  Ma~ 
jesty's  virtues  assures  me  that  I cannot  meet  with  less. 

“ The  situation  which  I have  been  so  happy  as  to  hold  in 
your  .Majesty's  good  opinion  and  esteem,  my  station  in  your 
Majesty’s  august  family,  my  life,  my  honour,  and  through  mine, 
the  honour  of  your  Majesty’s  family  have  been  attacked.  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Douglas  haveattempted  tosupport  a direct  and 
precise  charge,  by  which  they  have  dared  to  impute  to  me  the 
enorraoust  guilt  of  High  Treason,  committed  in  the  foul  act  of 
Adultery.  In  this  charge  the  extravagance  of  their  malice  has 
defeated  itself.  The  Reportof  the  Lords  Commissioners  acting 
under  your  Majesty's  Warrant,  has  most  fully  cleared  me  of 
that  charge. 

“ But  there  remain  imputations,  strangely  sanctioned  and 
countenanced  liy  that  Report,  on  which  I cannot  remain  silent 
without  incurring  tile  most  fatal  consequence  to  my  honour  and 
character.  For  it  states  to  your  Majesty,  that  the‘  circum- 
stances detailed  against  me  must  be  credited  till  they  are  deci- 
sively contradicted.’ — To  contradict  with  as  much  decision  as 
the  contradiction  of  an  accused  can  convey  ; to  expose  the  in- 
justice and  malice  of  my  enemies;  to  show  the  utter  impossibi- 
Jity  of  giving  credit  to  their  testimony;  and  to  vindicate  my 
own  innocence,  will  be  the  objects,  Sire,  of  this  Letter. 
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'•  In  the  course  of  my  pursuing  tiiese  o!)jrcls,  I shall  have 
much  to  complain  of,  in  the  substance  of  the  proceeding  itself, 
and  much  in  the  manner  of  conducting  it. 

“ That  any  of  the  ch.irgcs  should  ever  have  been  entertained 
upon  testimony  so  little  worthy  ot  belief,  which  betrayed  in 
every  sentence  the  malice  in  which  it  origintited  ; that  even  if 
they  were  enteitained  at  all^  your  Majestv  should  itave  been 
advised  to  pass  by  the  ordinary  legal  modes  of  enquiry  into  such 
high  crimes,  and  to  refer  them  to  a (Commission,  open  to  all  the 
objections  w ich  1 sliall  have  to  state  to  such  a mode  of  enquiry  ; 
that  the  Commissioners,  after  having  negatived  the  principal 
charge  of  substantive  crime,  should  nave  entertained  considera- 
tions of  matter  that  amounted  to  no  legal  oflence,  and  which 
were  adduced,  not  .as  substantive  charges  in  themselves,  but  as 
matters  in  sujrport  of  the  principal  accusation  ; that  through  the 
pressure  and  weight  of  their  official  occupations,  they  did  not 
— perhaps  could  not— bestow  that  attention  on  the  case,  w hich, 
if  given  to  it,  must  have  enabled  them  to  delect  the  villainy  and 
falsehood  of  my  accusers,  and  their  foul  conspiracy  against  me; 
and  must  have  preserved  my  character  from  the  weighty  imputa- 
tion which  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  has  for  a time  cast 
upon  it;  but,  above  all,  that  they  should,  upon  this  rj: -parte 
examination,  without  hearing  one  word  that  I could  urge,  have 
reported  to  your  Majesty  an  opinion  on  these  matters,  so  pre- 
judicial to.  my  honour,  and  from  which  I can  have  no  ajtpeal 
to  the  laws  of  the  country  (because  the  charges,  constituting 
no  legal  offence,  cannot  be  made  the  ground  of  a judicial  en- 
quiry) ; these,  and  many  other  circums.ances,  connected  with 
tlie  length  of  the  proceedings,  which  have  cruelly  aggravated 
to  my  feeling,  the  pain  necessarily  attendant  upon  this  en- 
quiry, 1 sliall  not  be  able  to  refrain  fro'u  stating  and  urging  ai 
matters  of  serious  lamentation  at  least — if  not  of  well-grounded 
complaint. 

“ In  commenting  upon  any  j'art  of  (he  circumstances  which 
have  occurred  in  the  course  or  this  enquiry,  whatever  observa- 
tions 1 may  be  compelled  to  make  upon  any  of  them,  1 trust  I 
shall  never  forget  what  is  due  to  officers  in  liigh  station  and  em- 
ployment under  your  Majesty.  No  ajiology,  therefore,  can  be 
required  for  any  reserve  iu  my  expressions  towards  them.  Hot 
if,  in  vindicating  my  innocence  against  the  injustice  and  malice 
of  mv  enemies,  1 should  appear  to  your  Majesty  not  to  express 
myself  with  all  liie  warmth  and  indignation  which  innocenreso 
foully  calumniated  iiui.st  feel, your  Majesty  will,  I trust,  notat- 
tribule  my  forbearance  to  any  insensibility  lo  the  grievous  inju- 
ries 1 have  sustained,  hut  will  graciously  be  pliMscd  to  ascribe  it 
to  the  restraint  t iiave  imposed  upon  myself,  lest,  in  endeavour- 
ing lo  desrribe  in  just  terms  the  motives,  the  conduct,  the  per- 
jury, and  all  ilie  foul  cirni instances  wliich  ebaraelerise  and  esta- 
blish the-  malice  of  iny  accusers,  f miglit  use  language,  which, 
though  not  itnjusily  ajiplied  to  them,  might  be  improper  to  be 
used  by  me  lo  ;inv  body,  or  unlit  to  beeei|)loyed  by  any  body, 
linmbly,  respectfully,  and  dutifully  addressing  your  Majesty, 
That  a fit  opporluniiy  has  occurred  for  laying  open  ui>  liearl  to 
your  Majesty,  perhaiis  1 shall  hereafter  have  no  reason  to  la- 
ment j for  more  than  two  years  1 had  been  informed,  that  upon 
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the  presumption  of  some  miscomliict  in  me,  my  heimviuiir  Imd 
. been  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  my  neighbours’  servants 
had  been  examined  concerning  it  ; and  for  some  time  1 had  re- 
ceived mysterious  and  indistinct  intimations,  that  some  great 
mischief  was  meditated  towards  me  ;and  in  all  tlie  circumstance 
of  mv  very  peculiar  situation,  it  will  not  be  thought  strange, 
that  how  ever  conscious  1 was,  that  I had  no  just  cause  for  fear, 

I should  yet  feel  some  uneasiness  oii  this  account.  With  sur- 
prise certainly  (because  the  lirst  tidings  were  ofa  kind  to  excite 
surprise),  but  w ithout  alarm,  I received  the  intelligence,  lliat 
for  some  reason,  a formal  investigation  of  some  parts  of  my  con- 
duct had  been  advised,  and  had  taken  place. 

“ His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kent,  on  the  7ih  of  June, 
ISOo,  announced  ii  to  me.  He  announced  to  me,  the  Princess  of 

ALES,  the  near  approach  of  two  Attornies(one  of  them  I since 
find  the  Solicitor  employed  by  Sir  Johx  Douglas),  claiming  to 
enter  my  dwelling  with  a Warrant  to  take  aw'ay  one  half  of  my 
JJons.-hoid,  for  immediate  examination  upon  a charge  tigainst 
myself.  Of  the  nature  of  that  charge  I was  then  uninformed. — 
It  now  appears  it  was  the  charge  of  High  Treason,  committed^ 
in  the  infamous  crime  of  Adultery.  His  Royal  lligliness  will, 

I am  sure,  do  me  the  justice  to  represent  to  your  Ma.iesty, 
that  1 betrayed  no  fear— tlmt  1 manifested  no  synn>touis  of 
conscious  gnil: — timt  I soiiglit  no  excuses  to  prepare  or  lo 
t'.itcr  my  servants,  for  the  examination  which  they  were  lo 
undergo.  The  only  request  which  1 made  to  liis  Royal  High- 
ness wics,  that  he  would  have  the  goodness  to  remain  with  me 
(ill  Ike  servants  were  gone,  that  he  might  bear  witness  tiial  i 
had  no  conversation  with  thc.m  before  they  went,  in  Irnth, 
Sire,  my  anxieties  under  a knowledge  that  some  serious  mis- 
chief was  planning  against  me,  and  while  I was  ignorant  of  its 
quality  and  extent,  had  (icen  sc  great,  that  I could  not  but  re- 
joice at  an  eveiit  which  seemed  to  jiromise  me  an  early  oppoi  tu- 
nity  of  ascertaining  what  the  malice  of  my  enemies  intended 
against  me.  It  has  not  been,  indeed,  w ithout  impatience  tiic 
most  painful,  that  I have  passed  the  interval  which  has  since 
elapsed.  When  it  was  not  only  known  to  the  world  (for  it 
was  kitown  to  the  world)  that  enquiry  of  the  gravest  nature  had 
been  instituted  into  my  conduct,  1 looked  to  the  conclusion  witli 
all  the' eagerness  that  could  belong  to  an  absoluta  conviction  that 
my  innocence  and  my  iinnour,  to  the  disgrace  and  confusion  of 
my  accusers,  would  be  established,  and  that  the  groundless  ma- 
lice and  injustice  of  the  whole  charge  would  be  manifeslcd  to 
the  world,  as  widely  as  the  ctilumny  had  been  circulated.  I 
knew  that  the  result  of  an  e.r-pneie  enquiry,  from  its  very  nature, 
could  not,  unless  it  fully  asserted  my  entire  innocence,  be  In  any 
degree  just  ; and  I bad  tauglit  myself  more  firmly  to  believe, 
tliat  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  any  oi)inion  which  could  in 
the  smallest  degree  work  a prejudice  to  my  honour  and  charac- 
ter, could  even  be  expressed  in  any  terms,  by  any  persons  in  a 
Report  upon  a solemn  formal  Knrpiiry,  and  more  e3peciall3'  to 
yoor  Maiesty,  withinit  my  having  some  notice  and  someoppor- 
innity  of  being  heard  ; and  1 was  convinced,  that  if  the  proceed- 
ing allowed  me,  before  un  opinion  was  expressed,  the  ordinary 
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mranswhicli  arciiscil  prisons  Imvc  of  vindiraiiiiK  ilu-ir  liononr 
and  their  opinion,  \vliic:i  could  then  he  cvpreisfd,  he  fully  vin- 
diciilcd  and  circe'.iially  cMahliihed.  What  then.  Sire,  must 
have  heeii  my  iistonishmeiK  and  my  dismay,  when  1 saw,  that 
notw  ithstanding  the  iirinci pal  accusation  was  foin  d to  be  iitieily 
f*ilsc,  yet  some  of  the  witnesses  to  those  charges  which  were 
brought  insli|)port  of  the  principal  accusation,— w itnesses u hoin 
any  person  interested  to  have  protected  iny  character,  vsould 
easily  haveshown,  out  of  their  own  mouths,  to  be  uticris  iin- 
woriiiy  of  credit,  and  confederates  in  joint  conspiracy  wiih  my 
false  accusers,  are  rcjioi  .cd  ‘ to  be  free  from  all  suspicion  of  iin- 
tavmirahlc  bias  ; their  veracity,  in  tlic  jiidginentof  the  Commis- 
sioners not  to  he  qucsiioned  and  their  infamous  stories  and 
insiiuiatioiia  against  me  ‘ to  bo  such  as  desersethe  most  scriou> 
consideration,'  and  as  such  to  be  credited  ‘ till  dccisiveK  con- 
tradicted.’ 

“ I’he  CiKjuiry,  after  I thus  bad  notice  of  it,  contiimed  for  above 
two  montlis.  I venture  not  to  complain,  as  if  it  had  l.t  . -.i  uene- 
ccssai  ily  protracted.  The  important  duties  and  otlicial  avoca- 
tions of  till*  Noble  Lords  appointed  to  carry  it  on,  may  naturally 
account  for  and  excuse  some  delay . but  how  ever  excu  ;il,le  it 
iiiay  have  been,  your  IvIajestv'  w ill  coiiccive  the  pain  and  anxiety 
w hich  th  interval  of  sn.spcnce  has  occasioned,  and  your  M.x- 
JESTV  w ili  not  be  surprised  if  J further  represent,  that  1 have 
found  a great  aggravation  ()■  my  pairfiil  sun'erings,  in  the  delay 
wiiicii  occurred  in  commuiiicatii  g the  Ueporl  to  me  ; for  though 
it  is  dated  on  tlie  i4tii  of  July,  1 ;lid  i'4>t  receive  it  tilt  the  1 1th 
of  Aug.  notwithstanding  y.our  iV.v.-., sty’s  gracious  comnn-aiU.  It 
was  due  unqucsiioiiabiy  to  your  aLajestv,  that  the  reo-n  of  an 
Enquiry  commanded  by  your  aa-Y,  upon  advice  wliich  had 
bct-n  olieied,  touching  niatlcrs  of  tlie  highest  import,  slioiild  be 
first  and  immediately  ccmir.unicated  to  you.  The  resp-  ct  and 
hoiioiir  due  to  the  Priuce-of  W.' r,E.«,  the  interest  which  he  must 
necessarily  have  taken  in  this  Enquiry,  combined  to  make  it  iu- 
dispi  nsildy  fit  that  the  result  .should  be  forthwith  also  slated  to 
his  I’oyal  Highness.  1 complain  not,  tin  refore,  that  i.  was  too 
early  communicated  to  any  one ; I complain  only,  and  I com- 
plain most  seriously  (for  I felt  it  most  seriously)  of  the  delay  iu 
its  communication  to  mo. 

“ Rumour  has  informed  the  world,  that  the  Report  had  been 
early  communicated  to  your  Majesty  andto  hisRoyalHighnes,. 
J did  not  receive  the  benefit  intended  for  me,  by  yoiirM.A.iiisTY’s 
most  gracious  command,  till  a mouth  after  the  Repori  was  signed, 
but  the  same  rumour  hius  represented  me,  to  my  infinite  preju- 
dice, as  in  possession  of  the  Report  during  that  iftonth ; and  ihe 
malice  of  those  w ho  w ished  to  slain  my  honour,  has  not  failed  to 
suggest  all  that  malice  could  infer  from  its  remaining  in  their 
possession  so  long.  May  1 be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  the  Re- 
port acquits  me,  my  innocence  entitle  me  to  receive  from  those 
to  wlioni  your  Majesty's  commands  had  been  given,  an  imme- 
di.ite  liotificiition  of  the  fact  that  it  did  acquit  me.  Sentence 
should  not  have  left  to  seitle  in  any  mind,  much  less  upon  your 
Majesty's,  for  a montii  before  I could  even  begin  to  prepare  for 
an  answer, wliicli.wlien  begun,  could  not  speedily  be  concluded  ; 
and  that  if  the  Report  could  be  represented  as  both  acquitting 
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and  condemning  me,  the  reasons  which  suggested  the  propriety 
of  ao  early  communication  in  eacli  of  tiie  former  cases,  com- 
bined to  make  it  proper  and  necessary  in  tlie  latter. 

“ And  why  all  considerations  of  my  feelings  was  then  cruelly 
neglected — why  I was  kept  upon  the  rack,  during  .all  this  time, 
ignorant  of  the  result  of  a charge  which  allected  my  honour  and 
lily  life — and  why,  especially  in  a case  where  such  graver  mat- 
ters were  to  continue  to  be  credited  to  the  prejudice  of  my  ho- 
nour, till  they  were  decidedly  contr.adicted,  the  means  of 
knowing  what  it  was,  that  I might  at  le.ast  endeavour  to  con- 
tradict, "were  withholden  from  me  a single  unnecessary  hour, 
1 know  not,  and  I will  not  trust  myself  in  the  attempt  to  con- 
jecture. 

“ On  thellth  of  Aug.,  however,  1 at  length  received  from  the 
Lord  Ch.wcellor  a p.ackef,  containing  copies  of  the  Warrant 
or  Commission  authorising  the  Enquiry,  of  the  Report,  and  of 
the  Examinations  on  which  the  Report  was  founded  ; and^our 
Majesty  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  recollect,  that  on  the  13th 
1 returned  my  grateful  thanks  to  your  Majesty  for  having  or- 
dered these  Papers  to  be  sent  me.  Your  M.yjf.sty  will  re.adily 
imagine,  that,  upon  a subject  of  such  importance,  I could  not 
venture  to  trust  only  to  iny  own  advice,  and  those  with  whom 
I. advised,  suggested,  that  the  Declaratien  or  Charge,  upon 
which  the  Enquiry  had  proceeded  ; and  which  the  Commissioner* 
refer  to  in  their  Report,  and  represent  to  be  the  essential  found.a- 
tion  of  the  whole  proceedings,  did  not  accompany  the  E.xaniina- 
tion  and  the  Report,  and  also  that  the  Papers  themselves  were 
not  authent-'cated. 

“ 1 ventured,  therefore,  to  address  your  Majesty  upon  the 
supposed  defect  in  the  communication,  and  humbly  requested 
that  the  Copies  of  the  Papers  which  1 then  returned  might, 
after  being  examined  and  authenticated,  be  again  transmitted 
to  me,  and  that  I might  also  be  furnished  with  the  Copies  of 
the  written  Declarations,  so  referred  lo  in  the  Rep.ort,  and 
ray  humble  thanks  are  due  for  your  Majesty’s  compliance 
with  my  request. — On  the  23th  of  August  1 received,  in  con- 
sequence, the  attested  Copies  of  those  Declarations,  and  of  a 
Narrative  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Kevt;  and  a 
few  days  afterwards,  ah  the  .Sd  of  Septemlicr,  the  attested 
Copies  of  the  Examinations  which  were  taken  before  the  C()m- 
missioners. 

“ By  the  copy  of  the  Commission,  a warrant  which  I have 
received,  under  which  the  Enquiry  has  been  iirosecutcd,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  an  instrument  under  your  .Majesty's  Sign  Manual, 
not  countersigned,  not  under  an)'  seal.  It  recites  that  an  ab- 
stract of  certain  within  declarations,  touching  my  conduct 
''w  ithout  specifying  by  whom  those  declarations 'were  mtide,  or 
the  n.Tture  of  the  matters  touchin^j  w hich  they  had  been  made, 
or  even  by  whom  thealistract  had  been  proposed)  had  been  laid 
before  your  .M  ajesty,  into  the  truth  of  w hich  it  purports  to  au- 
thorise the  four  Noble  Peers,  who  are  named  in  it,  to  enquire 
and  examine  upon  oath  such  persons  as)they  think  fit,  and  report 
to  your  .Majesty  the  result  of  their  c.xamination. 

By  referring  to  the  within  Declaration,  it  a[)pcars  that  they 
contain  allegations  against  me,  ainonnling  to  lite  ciitirge  of  high 
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troassn,  and  also  other  iiiaKers  wliicli,  if  understood  to  be,  ai 
.they  seem  to  liavc  been  acted  and  reported  upo-.i  t)y  the  Com- 
missioners, not  as  evidence  confirmatory  (as  they  are  expressed 
to  be  in  the  title)  of  the  principal  charge,  but  exs  distinct  and 
substantive  subjects  of  examination,  cannot,  as  1 am  advised,  be 
represented  as  in  law  amounting  to  crimes — how  most  of  the  t)r- 
claralions  referred  to  were  collected,  by  w hom,  at  whose  solici- 
tation, under  w hat  sanction,  and  before  what  jiersoiis,  magij. 
trates,  or  others,  they  were  made,  does  not  appear.  By  the  title, 
imleed,  wliich  all  the  witliin  Declarations,  except  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas,  hear,  viz.  “ Thai  they  had  been  taken  for 
the  purpose  of  confirming  f.ady  I)ox'(u..iss' s statement,"  it  may 
be  collected,  that  they  had  been  by  her,  or  at  least  by  Sir  John’s 
procurement ; and  the  coneliidin^  passage  of  one  of  them,  I mean 
the  4th  declaratbni  of  Willtam  Cole,  strengthens  this  opinion, 
as  it  represents  Sir  John  Douglas,  accompanied  by  his  Solici- 
tor, Mr.  LovrroN,  to  have  gone  down  as  far  as  Cheltenham,  for 
the  cxiimination  of  two  witnesses,  whose  declarations  are  there 
stated.  1 am,  however,  at  a loss  to  know  at  this  moment,  whom 
'I  am  to  consider,  or  wliom  1 could  fix  upon,  .as  my  false  accuser. 
From  the  circumstiincc  la.st  nv  ntioned,  it  might  be  inferred  that 
Sir  ,'onN  Douglas,  or  one  of  them,  is  the  .accuser.  But  Lady 
Douglas  in  her  within  declaration  so  far  from  representing  tlie 
information  which  she  then  gi\es,  as  moving  voluntarily  from 
herself,  expressly  stales,  timt  she  gives  it  under  the  direct  com- 
tn.and  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  P.a- 
pers  leave  me  without  information  from  whom  any  communica- 
tion to  the  Prince  orignated,  which  induced  him  to  give  such 
com  mands. 

Upon  the  question  bow  far  the  advice  is  agreeable  to  law, 
under  which  it  w as  recommended  to  your  M.vjesi'y  to  issue  this 
Warrant  or  Commission. 'not  counter-signed,  nor  under  seal, 
and  without  any  of  your  !\1  ajfsty’s  advisers,  therefore,  being  on 
thef.'.ce  of  it  responsible  for  its  issuing,  I am  not  competent  to 
determine.  And  undoubtedly,  that  the  two  high  legal  authori- 
ties, the  Loan  Chancellor,  <xnd  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  consented  to  act  under  it,  it  is  with  the  greatest 
(bin lit  and  difiidence  that  I can  bring  myself  to  exjiress  my  sus- 
picion of  its  illegality.  But  if  it  be,  as  1 am  g ven  to  undEr- 
slaiui  it  is,  open  to  question,  whether  consistently  xvith  law;, 
your  .Majesty  should  have  been  advised  to  command  by  this 
Warrant  or  Commission,  persons  not  to  act  in  any  known  cha- 
iReior,  as  Secretaries  of  Stale,  as  Privy  Councillors,  as  hltigis- 
tratrs  otherwise  empowered,  but  to  act  as  t.'ommissioners,  and 
under  the  sole  authority  of  such  Warrants,  to  enquire  without 
,xnv  antliority,  to  hear  and  determine  anything  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  tliose'enquirics,  info  the  knowti  crime  of  High  'J  reasoii, 
under  the  sanction  of  oaths  to  lie  administered  by  them  as  such 
Commissioners,  and  to  report  the  result  thereof  to  voe.r  M-A- 
JESTY.  If,  1 say,  there  can  beany  question  upon  the  leg.ilitv  of 
such  a Warrant  or  Commission,  theexireine  liardship  with  vyliich 
it  has  operated  uiion  me,  the  extreme  |)rejud ice  which  it  has 
done  to  my  character,  and  to  w hich  such  a jiroceediiig  must  c\cr 
expose  the  person  who  is  the  object  of  it,  oblige  me  till  I urn 
fully  convinced  of  its  legality,  to  forbear  ackuovvledgitig  its  an- 
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tbority,  slid  with  all  humility  and  deference  to  your  SIajksit, 
to  protest  agaiujt  all  the  proceedings  under  it.” 


DEFENCE 

or  THE 

PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 


The  Report  and  Examinatfons  were  transmitted 
Iter  Royal  Highness.  She  took  the  advice  of  the  late 
Mr.  Porcesal,  Lord  Eldon,  and  Sir  Thomas  Plumer, 
svlio.drew  up  an  elaborate  Defence,  the  first  part  of 
svhich  was  wholly  occupied  in  a harsh  atid  severe  ani- 
madversion on  the  nature  of  the  proceeding — the  for- 
mality of  the  King’s  Warrant — the  legality  of  the 
Commission — theear-;j«)'fenature  of  the  Examinations, 
&c.  See.  &c.  upon  all  of  which  we  have  already  given 
our  opinion.  This  part  of  the  Defence  is  a tissue  of 
special  pleading,  betraying  great  narrowness  of  mind 
in  lier  legal  advisers,  since  such  pleading  could  not 
serve  her  cause  by  leading  to  her  vindication,  and  was 
evidently  grounded  more  in  political  hostility  to  the 
Ministers  in  power,  than  in  amoral  sense  of  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  client.  After  stating  that 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  most  fully  cleared 
her  of  the  charge  of  high  treason,  by  the  foul  crime 
of  adultery,  there  remained  imputations,  strongly 
sanctioned  by  that  Report,  stating  that  the  circum- 
stances detailed  against  her  must  be  credited  till  they 
were  decisively  contradicted.  These  were  entertain- 
ed on  testimony  so  little  worthy  of  belief,  betraying 
the  malice  in  wiiich  it  originated,  that  it  was  with  no 
Mule  astonishment  that  she  perceived  the  Com- 
missioners had  acted  upon  it.  It  was  extraordinary 
that  they  should  entertain  charges  amounting  to  no 
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legal  offence,  even  if  clearly  proved,  and  still  more 
so  that  they  did  not  employ  the  attention  that  was 
necessary  to  detect  the  villainy  of  tlie  foul  conspi- 
racy which  was  evidently  formed  against  her  life  and 
honour.  Above  all,  that  they  should  have  thought 
themselves  justified  in  reporting  on  such. evidence, 
without  hearing  one  word  on  her  behalf,  to 
his  Majesty,  from  whom  there  could  be  no  appeal  to 
the  laws,  because  the  charges  could  not  be  made  (lie 
ground  of  judicial  enquiry.  She  trusted  that  his  JNIa- 
jesty  would  hot  attribute  her  warmth,  in  speaking  of 
the  manner  of  this  prosecution,  to  any  want  of  duty 
or  respect  to  the  Throne,  but  to  her  own  sense  of 
dignity,  and  to  the  just  feelings  w hich  she  entertained 
for  the  honour  of  the  Royal  Family,  of  which  she 
> was  a Member. 

For  more  than  two  years  she  had  been  told  of  in- 
sinuations against  her  honour — that  her  tieighbour’s 
servants  had  been  under  secret  examinations — and 
dark  intimations  wore, given  to  her  of  some  mischief 
hatching  for  the  destruction  of  her  peace,  if  not 
aiming  at  her  life.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1806,  the 
Duke  of  Kent  communicated  to  her  that  a formal 
investigation  was  actually  commenced  into  her  con- 
duct; and  she  instantly  heard  th.at  two  Aitornies 
(one  the  Solicitor  of  Sir  John  Douglas)  were  arrived 
at  her  house,  to  execute  warrants  to  take  half  of  her 
household  servants  away,  for  the  purpose  of  exami- 
nation. It  now  appeared  that  the  desi^gn  was  a 
charge  of  the  crime  of  high  treason,  in  the  infamous 
crime  of  adultery,  by  which  au  attack  was  made  di- 
rectly on  her  life.  The  first  feeling  of  her  heart 
prompted  her  to  request  his  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Kent  to  remain  with  her  till  her  ser- 
vants were  gone,  that  he  might  bear  witness  that 
she  held  no  conversation  with  any  of  them  pre- 
vious to  their  departure,  which  he  accordingly 
did.  This  at  feast  may  suiV('  to  sl;cw  (hat  there 

was  no  alarm  on  her  part,  ai isiiig  Irom  any  conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  or  that  she  liad  any  need  of  putting 
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her  servants  on  tlieir  guard,  much  less  of  giving 
them  instructions.  The  Enquiry  went  on  for  two 
months  from  this  time,  without  lier  receiving  the 
least  communication  on  the  subject,  or  knowing 
what  dark  and  fatal  machinations  might  be  going  on. 
At  length,  the  Report,  though  dated  the  14th  July, 
did  not  roach  her  till  the  11th  August.  She  could 
not,  in  a situation^of  such  peril  to  her  life  and  ho- 
nour, trust  to  her  own  judgment,  and  therefore  she 
consulted  legal  men  in  forming  her  defence.  They 
advised  her  that  the  body  of  the  charges  was  not 
complete,  as  the  Declarations  upon  which  the  King’s 
Warrant  originated  had  not  accompaiiietl  the  1‘Aami- 
nations  and  Report,  and  that  the  whole  had  not  been 
officially  authenticated.  By  a re|)resentation  to  his 
Alajesty  these  omissions  were  rcctilied.  On  the  29th 
August  she  received  the  Declarations  (including  the 
Duke  of  Kent’s),  and  on  the  3d  of  September  tha 
pa|jers  were  authenticated. 

After  this  introduction  the  technical  objections  to 
the  warrant,  tribunal,  and  form  of  proceeding  follow, 
which,  on  account  of  their  quibbrmgquality,we  do  not 
think  it  very  reijuisite  to  detail, but  proceed  to  the  spe- 
cific answers  to  the  Evidence.  She  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  her  honour  was  of  more  importance  to 
the  State  than  that  of  any  other  woman  ; tiiat  her  con- 
duct therefore  might  be  fitly  subjected, w hen  necessarv, 
to  a severer  scrutiny  than  that  of  others,  but  it  could 
not  follow,  because  her  character  might  be  of  more 
importance,  that  it  might  be  attacked  with  more  im- 
punity. For  two  years  she  had  been  slandered  in 
the  most  ignominious  way — insinuations  thrown  out 
against  her  in  her  neighbourhood — spies  placed  ort 
her  conduct — the  servants  in  the  neighbouring  fami- 
lies tampered  with,  and  that  by  the  Earl  of  Moira, 
as  would  appear  by  the  deposition  of  Jonathan  Par- 
tridge, porter  to  l.,ord  Eardley.  She  liumbly  trusted,' 
that  before  any  other  proceeding  should  be  gone 
into,  it  would  be  considered  as  fit  that  it  should  be 
by  another  more  known  and  regular  tribunal,  and  in 


A manticr  more  consonant  with  the  forms  of  British 
judicature. 

She  now  proceeded  to  observe  on  tlie  evidence  ad- 
iluced  : and,  first,  of  the  testimony  of  Lady  Douglas. 
Tlic  first  observation  that  must  strike  every  one,  was 
the  folly  of  gratuitously  and  uselessly  confessing  to  a 
pci  son,  almost  a stranger,  a secret  of  such  vital 
importance  as  that  of  pregnancy,  if  it  had  been 
really  so.  J.,ady  Douglas  had,  in  fact,  courted 
her  acquaintance,  by  the  most  humble  attentions, 
and  she  was  not  a person  who  either  by  her 
manners  or  acquirements  could  engage  any  part 
of  her  confidence.  The  Princess  proceeds  to  exa- 
mine her  Declaration,  made  on  the  3d  December, 
180.5,  tliougli  it  was  not  communicated  to  bis 
Majesty  till  the  month  of  May,  and  though  ske  did 
not  feel  herself  called  upon  to  enter  into  any  refuta- 
tion of  an  evidence  that  was  totally  discredited,  yet, 
injustice  to  her  own  feelings,  she  must  show  how  in- 
consistent, vague,  and  futile  it  was  in  every  part, 
and  accordingly  (he  Princess  goes  through  it  passage 
by  passage.  The  other  Declarations  were  made  by 
persons  of  a character  and  description,  as  one  would 
liave  thought  would  of  itself  have  deprived  them  of 
all  credit.  Such  informations — such  ex-parte  exa- 
minations were  of  themselves  sufficient  to  make  the 
Commissioners  hesitate — but  to  report  upon  (hem  to 
Ids  Majesty,  with  all  the  weight  and  authority  of 
their  high  names,  she  was  perfectly  at  a loss 
to  account  for.  The  evidence  was  described  as 
containing  matters  of  “ great  impropriety  and 
indecency  of  behaviour,  and  as  other  particulars  in 
themselves  extremely  suspicious,  and  still  more  so, 
when  connected  with  the  assertions  already  men- 
tioned.” And  they  go  on  to  say,  “ that  particular- 
larly  what  passed  between  her  Royal  Highness  and 
Captain  Manby  must  be  credited  until  they  receive 
some  decisive  contradiction;  and,  if  true,  are  justly 
entitled  to  the  most  serious  consideration.”  Now, 
■what  did  the  whole  rest  upon  ? Uearsays — rumours 
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— suspicions,  and  the  reports  of  very  doub(fu!  per- 
sons. All  the  witnesses,  except  Mrs.  Lisle,  were 
nifnesses  of  the  informers.  For  Mrs.  Lisle  she  had 
great  resp.’ct ; but  all  the  rest  were  placed  by  the 
Prince  about  her;  and  what  is  it, that  they  say  ? — 
They  spesk  only  to  such  generalities,  as  makes  it 
dilficult,  at  such  a distance  of  time,  to  recollect  facts 
with  sutbcient  accuary  to  contradict  them. 

Cole,  for  instance,  talks  of  her  eating  sandwiches 
with  Sir  Sydney  Smith  : that  he  sometimes  came  to 
dinner,  and  to  supper,  and  staid  till  twelve  or  one, 
or  later.  These  were  assertions  which  she  could  not 
contradict,  because  they  were  true.  His  conversa- 
tion, and  the  history  of  his  acliievements,  amused  * 
her.  She  was  fitting  up  a Turkish  lent,  and  he  as- 
sisted her.  He  gave  her  the  plan  of  Murat  Bey’s.  He 
taught  her  how  to  draw  Egyptian  Arabesques,  &c. 
and  this  occasioned  his  frequent  visits,  and  some, 
probably,  as  early  in  the  morning  as  Bidgood  men- 
tions.' Bidgood  might  also  have  met  tfiem  walking 
in  the  park  alone;  for  the  Ladies  might  have  gone 
up  to  take  otf  their  cloaks,  and  dress  for  dinner, 
while  they  remained  alone.  At  some  of  these  times 
Cole  and  illdgood  might  have  seen  Sir  Sydney,  when 
he  had  not  entered  through  the  waiting-room  : but 
she  never  knew  that  he  had  a key  to  the  park  ; and 
as  to  being  alone  with  him,  it  must  have  happened 
with  many  others  as  well  as  him  ; and  she  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  manners  o'f 
socnety.  It  was  oidy  in  the  drawing-room — in  no 
oth-  r room^did  she  ever  see  Gentlemen  ; and  as  to  eat- 
ing sandwiches,  she  had  herself  ordered  them  to  be 
brought  in,  according  to  daily  custom,  apd  he  un- 
doubtedly might  have  been  sitting  on  the  same  sofa. 
She  might  have  often  been  seen  sitting  on  the  same  sofa 
wi'h  other  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  Sir  S.  Smith  ; but  it 
was  imposMble  for  her  to  say  what  corner  of  a sofa 
he  might  hdve  occupied  four  years  ago.  Her  con- 
science perfectly  acquitted  her  of  any  improper  free- 
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dom  ; and,  unless  it  sliould  be  considered,  that  a 
Princess  of  Wales  could  never  descend  to  the  fami- 
liarities and  intercourse  of  private  life,  it  must  be 
under  any  circumstances  extremely  hard  ; but  under 
her’s,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  from  her. 

There  were  four  different  ])eclarations  from  Cole 
— all  different  from  the  deposition  which  he  after- 
wards made,  and  materially  differing  from  one  ano- 
ther. It  was  her  misfortune  that  Cole  and  Bidgood 
had  not  been  sifted  and  questioned  as  they  ought  to 
be.  The  Law  Lords  were  not  always,  nor  even 
often,  present  ; and  the  examinations  wore  left  to 
Earl  Spencer  and  Lord  Grenville.  Cole  was  not  pu- 
nishable, because  the  two  Lords  could  not  adminis- 
ter an  oath  ; and  yet,  mark  the  conduct  of  this  man. 
lie  had  observed  a man  in  a great  coat  at  midnight, 
without  feeling  or  giving  any  alarm  ; and  yet  this  man 
had  his  nerves  so  shocked  as  to  start  at  seeing  a gen- 
tleman sitting  on  a sofa  at  mid-day.  lie  could  suffer 
the  approach  of  a man  at  midnight  to  his  master’s 
bed,  because  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  a thief — 
and  yet  could  have  his  suspicions  aroused  at  seeing 
a friend  with  his  mistress  in  an  open  room  ! It  was 
no  doubt  the  watcliman  whom  he  saw  at  midnight, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  go  his  rounds,  both  with- 
out and  within  the  house — and  it  was  his  duty  to 
have  ascertained  who  it  was,  if  he  had  doubts  on  the 
subject.  lie  ascribes  his  removal  to  his  starting.  It 
was  was  not  so — Cole  was  a disagreeable  man  ; he 
liad  been  educated  above  his  station ; he  spoke 
French,  and  piayed  on  the  violin,  &c.  He  would, 
frequently  piay  on  her  harpsichord,  and  read  her 
books.  He  sliowed  a forwardness  and  imperti- 
nence which  were  disgusting.  He  had  lived, 
at  Devonshire  House,  and  was  recommended 
from  thence  to  the  Prince.  He  carried  thither 
all  tlie  obserrafioiis  which  lie  made  on  the 
princess’s  family,  which  determined  her  to  remove 
him  ; and  for  this  purpose  she  d ;dr<  u the  Duke  of 
Kent  to  acquaint  him  that  she  wished  him  to  wait  oa. 
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her  at  Carlton  House,  and  the  arrangement  would 
have  been  made  desirable  to  him,  if  he  liad  conducted 
himself  with  propriety.  ' 

The  Lamperts,  servants  of  Lady  Douglas,  the 
Commissioners  had  not  thought  proper  to  exanjine, 
no  doubt  from  their  sense  of  the  ignomitiy  into 
which  Lady  Douglas  had  plunged. herself  ; but  it  was 
unfortunate  that  by  the  absence  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith 
she  was  unable  to  call  on  him  to  refute  the  Declara- 
tion of  the  Lamperls. 

The  next  person  imputed  to  the  Princess  was  Mr. 
Lawretice  the  painter.  Mrs.  Lisle  said,  that  she  sat 
to  him  in  London  and  at  Blackheath  ; and  Cole  said, 
“ he  slept  two  or  three  nights  at  Montague  House. 
That  one  night  she  was  with  him  alone  in  the  blue 
room,  after  the  Ladies  had  retired  ; and  that  after- 
wards, when  he  supposed  that  Mr.  Lawrence  had 
gone  to  bed  he  went  to  see  whether  all  was  safe,  and 
he  found  the  blue  room  locked,  and  heard  a whisper- 
ing in  it,  upon  which  he  went  away.”  In  his  first 
Declaration  he  said,  that  much  suspicion  was  “ en- 
tertained of  Mr.  Lawrence,”  but  he  does  not  men- 
tion the  whispering  nor  the  locked  door.  This  con- 
tradiction is  worthy  of  remark.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  in  ISOO  or  1801,  Mr.  Lawrence  painted  a 
large-  picture  of  her  and  her  daughter,  and  he 
asked  to  be  permitted  to  sleep  a few  nights  at 
Montague  House,  that  he  might  get  up  and  work 
on  the  picture  in  the  morning.  Sir  William  Bechey 
had  done  the  same.  Accordingly,  an  apartment 
was  assigned  to  him  at  the  other  end  of  the  house. 
He  did  not  dine  with  the  Princess,  but  he  came 
down  sometimes  to  music  in  the  evenins.  He 

^ O 

sometimes  read,  as  he  reads  .Shakspeare  with  great 
elegance,  and  lie  sometimes  played  at  chess  with  the 
Princess.  It  frequently  miglit  havo  happened  that  he 
stayed  till  one  or  two  o’clock.  The  Ladies  and  he 
went  together, — but  if  mighf  liave  happened  that 
once  lie  was  hn^'t  with  lier,  a';  he  himself  recollects 
that  it  did  happen  fora  minute  or  two  after  the  Ladies 
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had  retired.  He  lived  in  the  greatest  intimacy  with 
Mr.  Luck  and  Mr.  Angerstein.  and  (he  Princess  had 
asked  him  to  dine  with  her  with  them.  No  doubt 
she  often  sat  alone  to  him,  and  often  coiifinued  in 
conversation  with  Idm  after  the  sitting  for  the  day  was 
over, — but  it  never  occurred  to  her  (hat  it  was  neces- 
sary to  her  honour  to  have  a witness  upon  all  such 
occasions.  Mrs.  Lisle  says,  that  she  left  (he  Princess 
at  Mr.  Lawrence’s,  but  thinks  Mrs.  Fitzgerald  was 
with  her. 

As  to  Captain  Manhy,  the  evidence  of  Bidgood, 
Frances  Lloyd,  and  Mrs.  Lisle  are  to  be  consider'd; 

— and  first  as  to  Mrs.  Lisle’s  evidence:  she  tiad 
placed  two  boys  under  his  care,  and  Mrs.  Lisle  says, 

“ (hat  he  wais  the  person  with  whom  the  Princess 
took  greater  pleasure  in  speaking  to  than  any  other; 
that  she  behaved  to  him  only  as  a woman  would  do 
who  likes  Hirting — but  she  would  not  have  thought 
that  any  married  woman  would  have  behaved  pro- 
perly who  behaved  as  she  did  to  him.  She  w ould  uot 
say  she  was  attached  to  him,  but  it  was  a Hirting  con- 
duct. She  never  saw  any  gallantry,  as  kissing  her 
hand  or  the  like.” 

This  was  the  sum  of  her  evidence.  The  Princess 
was  infrodueed  to  Captan  Manby  at  Lady  Towns- 
hend’s.  She  put  two  boys  under  his  care.  While 
the^  Ajricuine^  his  ship,  was  fitting  out,  he  took 
apartments  at  Black  heath,  and  she  snmelin.es  saw  him. 

— Having  placed  these  boys  under  him,  she  made  him 
a present  of  a little  plate,  as  it  was  constantly  her 
practice  to  make  a present  of  some  sort,  wliere  she 
impo'-ed  trouble.  In  like  manner  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
had  two  of  tier  boys,  and  she  gave  him  an  epergne.  ^ 
She  admits  ihat  she  frequently  conversed  with  Cap- 
tain Manjiy,  but  Mrs.  Lisle’s  evidence  was  not  suffi- 
cicutlv  sifted;  she  ought  to  have  explained  more  dis- 
tinctly what  she  observed,  and  not  to  be  left  to 
speak  in  generalities.  The  Princess’s  conscience  ac- 
.quittod  her  of  every  improper  freedom,  Mrs.  Lisle 
had  at  this  time  lost  a favourite  daughter,  which  no 


doubt  gave  to  her  mind  a serious  and  even  severe 
turn  in  judging  of  a person’s  behaviour  in  company, 
who  had  not  the  happiness  to  live  in  the  society  and 
confidence  of  her  husband;  but  certainly  Mrs.  Lisle 
would  not  have  continued  to  reside  with  the  Princess, 
if  circumstances  of  an  unseemly  sort  had  presented 
themselves  to  her  eye.  Look  round  the  world,  and 
to  tiie  conduct  of  ladies  of  the  most  unimpeached 
character,  and  say,  if  they  were  subjected  to  the 
same  severe  turn  of  mind, wiiether  there  might  not  be 
adduced  instances  of  gaiety  and  harmless  playfulness 
which  might  be  misinterpreted  into  levity.  This  was 
the  part  of  the  case  that  hung  the  heaviest  on  the 
Princess’s  mind. 

For  as  to  Bidgood’s  evidence  his  saying  that  he 
saw  Captain  ?Janby  salute  the  Princess  in  the  re- 
flection of  a glass,  this  was  totally  destroyed  by  the 
oath  of  Captain  Manby,  that  there  was  no  glass  in  tlie 
room.  As  to  the  charge  of  driving  out  witii  a lun- 
cheon to  Longreach  only  with  the  coachman  and 
helper — why  did  not  the  Commissioners  examine  the 
coachman  and  helper  ? They  might  have  told  the 
destination  of  the  drives  and  the  object  of  them. — 
The  alfldarit  of  S.  Gillam  Mills,  annexed,  would 
*how  the  insidious  pains  that  were  taken  upon  which 
to  found  a charge.  The  truth  was,  that  upon  two 
occasions  of  her  driving  to  Belvidere,  accompanfed 
by  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  Captain  Manby  was  of  the 
party  ; and  t'ney  did  take  some  refreshment  at  Lord 
Eardley’s  : and  it  was  equally  true,  that  she  walked 
with  him  at  Ingress  ; that  she  was  on  board  the 
Africaine  ; but  she  never  went  with  him  into  any 
room,  or  into  the  house  either  at  Belvidere  or  else- 
where. 

At  South-end  there  are  more  circumstances — and 
she  enumerates  tiie  points  of  the  evidence.  The  three 
houses,  Nos.  7,  8,  9 — Captain  Manby  sleeping  often 
in  the  house — seen  next  morning  at  ten  o’clock — 
putting  the  candles  out — not  waiting — water  jug, 
bason,  and  towels,  See.  the  Princess  could  not  recol- 
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lect  accuraloly.  She  remembers  there  was  a dispute 
among  the  servants  as  to  the  perquisite  of  candles, 
tiers  were  to  belong  to  her  maid — and  she  told  liid- 
good  to  leave  them — but  as  to  water  jugs,  bason, 
and  towels,  she  could  not  treat  with  gravity.  Whai  ! 
have  these  things  in  an  open  passage,  where  all  her 
people  were  passing,  to  announce  to  them  nil  that 
he  was  there,  and  thus  to  promulgate  a secret  which 
was  no  less  than  High  Treason,  and  which  was  to 
cost  licr  her  life  ! The  Commissioners  could  not, 
surely,  believe  any  story  so  gross.  Mrs.  Sariderand 
Mary  Wilson  both  justified  her  from  this  slander. 

Frances  Lloyd  said  she  was  aroused  out  of  bed, 
to  make  breakfast  fbr  Capt.  Manby,  at  six  o’clock. 
This  might  have  happened ; because  it  was  twice 
agreed  that  they  should  go  out  upon  water  parlies, 
one  of  which  only  took  place:  and  she  remembers 
to  have  walked  down  the  lawn  early  on  one  of  the 
mornings  fixed  for  such  an  excursion  ; and  might, 
at  such  time,  have  been  seen  by  F.  Lloyd.  It  will 
hardly  be  credible,  that  Earl  Meira  sent  for  Mr. 
Mills  the  day  after  Fanny  Lloyd’s  declaration  : but 
it  will  be  seen  by  liis  and  Mr.  Edmeades  deposition, 
what  pains  were  taken  to  tamper  with  witnesses. 

'I'he  next  person  was  Mr.  ifood,  now  Lord  Hood, 
wjj^o  married  Miss  Hammond,  one  of  the  ladies  in 
the  Princess’s  household.  It  is  perfectly  true  she 
rode  out  with  him  twice  in  hisvvhisky  without  having 
Iier  own  servants.  This  was  immediately  afier  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  and  while  he 
lay  uidnnied.  She  went  out  in  the  whisky  for  air; 
but  wished  not  to, be  seen  witli  a relinue  of  servants, 
while  his  Royal  Higliiiess  lay  iin'buried. 

The  next  persons  imputed  to  her  werp  Mr.  Ches- 
ter and  Captain  Moore,  By  Mrs.  Lisle’s  evidence  it 
is  said,  that  Mr.  John  Chester  was  invited  by  her 
special  oider.  Now,  instead  of  this,  he  was  only 
one  of  several  invited.  S!ie  I. egged  of  Lady  Shef- 
field that  every  thing  of  the  unine  of  North,  all  the 
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Lfgges,  all  the  Chesters,  and  Mr.  Elliot  should  be 
invited.  All  about  the  candle,  and  being  found  in 
the  gallery,  would  have  been  explained  if  Lady  Slief- 
lield  had  been  examined.  It  is  most  likely  that  she 
might  have  walked  with  Mr.  John  Chester,  but  what 
was  there  in  all  this  that  she  ought  to  be  called  on  to 
answer  ? x 

As  to  Captain  Moore,  Mrs.  Lisle  had  borrowed  a 
book  from  him.  Her  mother,  the  Duchess  of  Bruns- 
wick, was  fond  of  the  late  Dr.  Moore’s  writings, 
and  the  Captain  lent  thetn  a MS.  of  his  late  father, 
in  return-  for  which  she  made  him  a trifling  present. 

As  to  the  anonymous  papers  marked  A.  B.  C.  she 
solemnly  denied  all  knowledge  of  them.  They  were 
sub.-nitted  to  Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  together  with  the  seal 
— she  denied  that  thc)  were  the  hand-writing  of  the 
Princess,  or  that  the  seal  was  her’s  ; aiid  yet  this 
was  not  contained  in  her  examination . 

The  Princess  concludes  her  defence  with  some  fcw 
observations  on  the  Report  of  the  Commissiouers. — 
There  were  great  omissions  in  it. — She  was  desirous 
that  it  should  be  oj><*r\Qd  up  again  ; but  she  depre- 
cated secret  tribunals.  Against  falsa  charges  of 
friends,  turned  enemies — of  servants,  who  .seemed 
traitors  and  spies,  and  the  foul  conspiracy  of  social 
and  domestic  treason,  she  could  look  to  no  security 
for  her  honour  but  to  the  principle  of  juclic-j',  which 
constantly  actuated  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty. — 
For  a Priiicess  of  Wales  to  have  been  placed  in  a 
situation,  in  v. f.icii )t  was  essential  to  her  honour  to 
re:[ucsi  a t Gentleman  to  swear  tiiat  he  was  not  locked 
up  in  a roor.;  w it  h her  alone  ; and  another,  that  he 
did  not  give  her  a luaci r iou j salute,  and  itever  slept 
in  lier  hruise,  i:  to  have  been  .ictually  degraded  and 
disgrneed.  “i  have  be:  n,  Sire,”  said  the  Princess, 
placed  in  this  situation.  Could  f forbeaf  to  an- 
rioii'icfc  a conspiracy  agninst  my  honour  and  station 
in  the  country  ? Al  all  events,  I trust  you  -will  re- 
store me  to  the  blcioing  of  your  gracious  prescuco, 
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and  confirm  lo  me,  by  your  gracious  words,  your 
satisfactory  conviction  of  iny  innocence. 

“ Octobers,  1806.  “ CAROLINE  P.” 

Then  follow  Affidavits. 


TilE  DEPOSITION  OF  THOMAS  EDMEADES,  OF 

GREENWICH,  COUNTY  OF  KENT,  SURGEON. 

“ On  Tuesday,  May  20,  1806,  I waited  upon, the 
Earl  of  Moira,  by  his  appointment;  who,  having 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  Conant,  a Magistrate  for 
Westminster,  proceeded  to  mention  a charge  pre- 
ferred against  me  by  one  of  the  female  servants  of  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  of  my  having 
said  that  her  Royal  Highness  had  been  pregnant. — 
IRs  Lordship  then  asked  me  if  I had  not  bled  her 
Royal  Highness, — and  whether  at  (hat  time  I did  not 
meniion  to  a servant,  that  I thought  her  Royal  High- 
ness in  tlie  family  way, — and  wl.ether  I did  not  also 
ask  if  the  Prince  had  been  down  to  Montague-house? 
J answered,  that  it  had  never  entered  my  mind  that  her 
Royal  Highness  was  in  such  a situation;  and  that, 
therefore,  certainly  I never  made  the  remark  to  any 
one,  nor  had  i asked  whether  his  Royal  Highness  had 
visited  the  House.  1 said,  that  at  that  time  a report 
of  the  nature  alluded  to  was  prevalent,  but  that  I 
trei^tcd  it  as  the  infasneus  lie  of  the  day.  Ilis  Lordship 
acT?^rted  to  the  circumstance  of  her  Royal  Highness 
liaving  taken  a child  into  her  house  ; and  observed, 
how  dreadful  mistakes  about  Succession  to  the  Throne 
were, -aiul  what  confusion  might  be  caused  by  any 
claim  <)if?this  cliild  : I observed,  that  I w'as  aware  of 
it,  but  'repeated  the  assertion,  that  I had  never 
thought  of  such  a thing  as  was  suggested,  and  there- 
fore considered  it  impossible,  in  a manner,  that  I 
could  have  given  it  utterance.  1 observed,  that  I 
believed,  in  the  first  instance,  Mr.  Stikeman,  the 
Page,  diad  mentioned  this  cliild  to  her  Royal  High- 
ness, and  that  it  came  from  Deptford,  where  1 went 
when  her  Royal  Highness  lust  took  it,  to  see  if  any 
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Illness  prevailed  in  the  family.  Mr.  Conant  observed, 
that  he  believed  it  was  not  an  unusual  thing  for  a 
medical  man,  when  he  imagined  that  a Lady  was 
pregnant,  to  mention  his  suspicion  to  some  confi- 
dential domestic  in  the  family,  1 admitted  the  bare 
possibility,  if  such  had  been  my  opinion  ; but  re- 
marked, that  the  if  must  have  been  removed,  before 
I could  have  committed  myself  in  so  absurd  a 
manner. 

Lord  Moira,  in  a very  significant  manner,  with 
his  hands  behind  him,  his  head  over  one  shoulder,  his 
eyes  directed  towards  me,  with  a sort  of  smile  ob- 
served, “ that  he  could  not  help  thinking  there  must 
be  something  in-the  servant’s  deposition,”  as  if  lie 
did  not  give  perfect  credit  to  what  I had  said.  He 
observed,  that  the  matter  was  then  confined  to  the 
knowledge  of  a few  ; and  that  he  had  hoped,  if  there 
had  been  any  foundation  for  the  alfidavit,  1 might 
have  acknowledged  it,  that  (he  affair  might  have  been 
huslied.  With  respect  to  the  minor  question,  I ob- 
served, (hat  it  was  not  ])robahle  that  I should  con- 
descend to  ask  any  such  question  as  that  imputed  to 
me,  of  a meidal  servant,  and  (hat  I was  not  in  tlie 
habit  of  conferring  conlidentially  with  servants.  Mr. 
Conant  cautioned  me  to  be  on  my  guard  ; as,  if  it: 
appeared  oti  further  investigation,  I had  made  such 
enquiry,  it  might  be  very  unpleasant  to  me,  should 
it  coma  under  the  cosideration  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. I said,  that  1 considered  the  report  as  a 
malicious  one,  and  was  ready  to  take  o^rth  before 
any  Magistrate,  that  I had  not  at  any  time  asserted, 
or  even  thought,  that  her  Royal  Ilighness/had  ever 
been  in  a state  of  pregnancy  since  [ had  had  the 
lionour  of  attending  (he  household.  Mr.  Conant 
asked  r«e  whether,  izhilst  I was  bleeding  her  Royal 
Highness,  or  after  I had  performed  the  operation,  I 
did  not  make  some  comment  on  the  situation  of  her 
Royal  Highness  from  the  state  of  the  blood,  and 
whether  I recommended  the  operation.  I answer- 
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ed  in  the  negative  to  both  questions  ; I said  that 
her  Royal  Highness  had  sent  forme  to  bleed  her, 
and  that  I did  not  then  recollect  on  what  account. 
1 said  that  I had  bled  her  Royal  Highness  twice,  but 
did  not  remember  the  dates.  I asked  Lord  Moira 
•whether  he  intended  to  proceed  in  the  business,  or 
whether  I might  consider  it  as  at  rest,  that  1 might 
have  an  opportunity,  if  1 thought  necessary,  of  con- 
sulting my  friends  relative  to  the  mode  of  conduct 
I ought  to  adopt.  He  said,  that  if  the  subject  was 
moved  any  farther,  I should  be  apprised  of  it,  and 
that  at  present  it  was  in  the  hands  of  a few.  I left 
them  ; and  in  about  an  hour,  on  further  considera- 
tion, wrote  the  note  of  which  the  follying  is  a copy, 
to  which  I never  received  any  reply  : — 

“ Mr.  Edmeades  presents  his  respectful  compli- 
“ ments  to  Lord  Moira,  and  on  mature  deliberation, 
after  leaving  his  Lordship  upon  the  conversation 
“ which  passed  at  Lord  Moira’s  this  morning,  he 
feels  it  necessary  to  advise  with  some  friend  on  the 
“ propriety  of  making  the  particulars  of  the  con- 
versation  known  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Prin- 
“ cess  of  Wales,  as  Mr.  Edmeades  would  be  very 
sorry  that  her  Royal  Highness  should  consider 
“ him  capable  of  such  infamous  conduct  as  that  im- 
“ 'puted  to  him,  on  the  deposition  of  a servant,  by 
‘‘  Lord  Moira,  this  morning. 

“ Lundoi),  May  20,  1803.” 

I have  been  enabled  to  state  the  substance  of  my 
interview  with  Lord  Moira  and  Mr.  Conant  with  the 
more  particularity,  as  1 made  memorandums  of  it 
within  a day  or  two  afterwards;  and  I do  further 
depose,  that  the  papers  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
A.  and  B.  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  Samuel  Gillam 
Mills,  of  Greenwich  aforesaid,  my  partner;  ‘and 
that  he  is  at  present,  as  1 verily  believe,  upon  his 
road  from  Wales  through  Gloucester  to  Bath. 

(Si?ii‘d)  THOMAS  EDMEADES. 

Sworn  at  ilie  Public  Orticc,  Hnitiwi- 
ganlcn,  tliis  2Gth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, iS06.  '(Signed) 


THOMAS  LEACH. 


59 


A. 

Memorandums  of  the  heads  of  c nversalion  between  Lord  Moira, 
Mr,  Lo«leii,  and  myself. 

May  14,  IROo. 

2VIay  13,  1806. — I received  a letter  from  Lord 
oira,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy  : — 

St.  Jauies’s-place,  !\lay  13,  180ff. 
Sir, — A particular  circumstance  makes  me  desire 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and  indeed  ren- 
ders it  indispensable  that  you  siiould  take  the  trou- 
ble of  calling  on  me.  As  the  trial-  in  Westminster 
Hall  occupies  the  latter  hours  of  the  day,  I must  beg 
you  to  be  witli  me  as  early  as  nine  o’clock  to-morrow* 
iBorniiig.  In  the  meair  time  it  will  be  better  that 
you  should  not  apprise  any  one  of  my  having  re-' 
quested  you  to  converse  with  me. 

1 have  the  honour,  Sir,  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

To  Mr.  Mil!.'.  (Signed)  MOIRA, 

This  is  the  paper  A.  referred  to  by  the 
affidavit  of  Thus.  Kdiiieades,  sworn 
before  me  the  Stiih  Sept.  ISOS,  ' TIIOS.  LEACH. 


B. 

I consequence  of  the  above  letter,  I waited  on  his. 
Lordship  e.xactly  at  nine  o’clock.  In  less  than  five 
minutes  I w^as  admitted  at  his  room,  and  bv  him  re- 
ceived very  politely.  He  began  the  conversation  by 
stating  he  wished  to  converse  with  me  on  a very  deli- 
cate subject — that  I miglit  rely  on  his  honour,  that 
what  passed  was  to  be  in  perfect  confidence;  it  was; 
his  duty  to  his  Prince,  as  his  Councillor,  to  enquire 
into  the  subject,  which  he  had  known  for  some  time  ;■ 
and  the  enquiry  was  due  also  to  my  character.  He 
then  stated,  that  a deposition  had  been  made  by  a 
domestic  of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
Wale.s,  deposing,  as  a declaration  made  by  me,  that 
her  Royal  Highness  was  pregnant,  and  that  I made 
enquiries  when  interviews  might  have  taken  place 
with  tho  Prince,  I answered,  that  I had  never  de« 
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dared  llie  Princess  to  be  with  cliild,  nor  ever  made 
the  enquiries  stated — that  the  declaration  was  an 
infamous  falseliood.  I'liis  being  expressed  with 
some  warmth,  his  I^oidslilp  observed  that  I might 
have  made  the  enquiries  very  innocently,  con- 
ceiving that  her  Royal  Highness  could  not  be  in 
that  situation  but  by  the  Prince.  I repeated  my  as- 
sertion of  the  falsehood  of  the  declaration,  adding, 
that  though  the  conversation  was  intended  to  be  con- 
fidential, I felt  my  character  strongly  attacked  by 
the  declaration,  therefore  it  was  necessary  the  decla- 
ration should  be  investigated.  I had  no  doubt  but 
the  charader  I had  so  many  years  maintained  would 
make  my  assertion  believed  before  the  deposition  of 
a domestic.  I then  requested  to  know  what  date  the 
declaration  bore  ? His  Lordship  said  he  did  not  re- 
member, but  he  had  desired  the  solicitor  to  meet  me, 
who  would  shew  it  me.  I then  observed,  that  I 
should  in  confidence  communicate  to  his  Lordship 
why  I was  desirous  to  know  the  date.  I then  stated 
to  his  Lordship,  that  soon  after  her  Royal  High- 
ness came  to  Blackheath,  I attended  her  in  an 
illness,  with  Sir  Francis  Millman,  in  which  I 
bled  her  twice.  Soon  after  her  recovery,  she  thought 
proper  to  form  a regular  medical  appointment, 
and  appointed  myself  and  Mr.  Edmeades  to  be  sur- 
geons and  apothecaries  to  her  Royal  Highness.  On  re- 
ceiving my  warrant  for  such  appointment,  I declined 
accepting  the  honour  of  being  appointed  apothecary, 
being  inconsistent  with  my  character,  being  educated 
as  surgeon,  and  having  had  an  honorary  degree  of 
physic  conferred  on  me.  Her  Royal  Highness  con- 
descended to  appoint  me  her  surgeon  only.  His 
Lordship  rang  to  know  if  Mr.  Lowten  was  come; 
he  was  in  the  next  room.  His  Lordship  left  me  for 
a few  minutes,  returned  and  introduced  me  to  Mr. 
Lowten,  with  much  politeness  as  Dr.  Mills,  repeat- 
ing the  assurance  of  what  passed  being  confidential. 
I asked  Mr.  Lowten  the  date  of  the  declaration  that 
had  been  asserted  to  be  made  by  me.  He  said  in  lha 
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year  1802. 
ship,  ip'*’ 

S'"".'  '■  ‘ 

O 


t. 

suri  ■* 

meiit. 
him  1 <i; 
of  exprt-ss 
I saw  it  ill  a 
Tery  innocentl  > 


I then,  with  permission  of  his  Lord- 
the  liistory  of  my  appointment,  adding, 
'■1(1  never  seen  t'lu*  Princess  as  a. patient. 
I-  me  to  lileed  her.  1 was  from 
■ ■••des  went ; tujr  had  I visited 
e,  except  bne  Mary,  and 
aso  of  surgery  ; 1 was  not 
{'.vie-  or  after  my  appoint- 
-Ked  me  the  dale  of  it ; I told 
. lie  observed  from  my  warmth 
■.  i.tradidion  of  the  deposition,  that 
eg  light ; that  I miglit  suppose,  and 
Iter  Royal  Highness  to  be  pregnant, 
ami  then  the  ^quiries  were  as  innocently  made.  I 
answered,  that  the  idea  of  pregnancy  never  entered 
niy  head  ; tliat  I never  attended  her  Royal  Highness 
in  any  se.xual  compiiint  ; whether  she  ever  had  any  I 
never  knew.  Mr.  Lowten  said,  I might  think  so 
from  her  increase  of  size.  I answered,  No — I never 
did  think  her  pregnant,  therefore  never  could  say  it, 
and  that  the  deposition  was  an  infamous  falsehood. 
His  Lordship  then  observed,  that  he  perceived  there 
must  be  a mistake,  and  that  Mr.  EdmeadeS  was  the 
person  meant,  whom  he  wished  to  see.  1 said  he  was 
then  at  Oxford,  and  did  liot  return  before  Saturday. 
His  Lordship  asked  if  he  came  through  London.  I 
said  I could  not  tell. 

Finding  nothing  now  arising  from  conversation,  I 
asked  to  retire.  His  Lordship  attended  me  out  of 
the  room  with  great  politeness. 

When  I came  home  1 sent  his  Lordship  a letter, 
with  the  date  of  my  warrant,  April  10,  1801.  He 
answered  my  letter,  with  thanks  for  my  immediate 
attention,  and  wished  to  see  Mr.  Eclmeades  on  Sun- 
day morning.  This  letter  came  on  the  Saturday ; 
early  on  the  Sunday  I sent  Timothy  to  let  his  Lord- 
ship  know  Mr.  Edmeades  would  not  return  till 
Monday.  On  Tuesday  I promised  he  should  at- 


tend, which  he  did 
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The  preceding  memorandum  is  an  exact  copy  of 
what  I made  the  day  after  I had  seen  Lord  Moira. 

(Signed)  SAM.  GILLAM  MILLS, 

Croome-liil),  Greenwich,  Aug.  30,  180S. 

This  is  the  pnper  marked  B,  referred 
to  in  the  aflidaviiof  Mr.  Edmeades. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  Sept. 

1306.  (Signed)  THO.  LEACfl. 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  THOMAS  LAWRENCE,  ESQ. 

I,  Thomas  Lawrence,  swear,  that  in  the  year 
1801,  I did  sleep  several  nights  at  Montague  House, 
and  that  frequently  between  the  close  of  the  day’s 
setting,  and  herRoyiil  Highness’s  dressing  for  dinner, 
I was  alone  with  the  Princess.  That  I saw  her  in 
the  evening,  and  remained  till  twelve,  one,  or  two 
o’cock,  but  never  alone,  except  in  one  single  in- 
stance, and  that  for  a short  time,  when  I remained 
with  her  Royal  Highness  in  the  blue  room  or  draw- 
ing-room, as  I remember,  to  answer  some  questions 
that  had  been  put  to  me.  I cannot  recollect  the  par- 
ticulars, but  solemnly  declare  that  I have  not  the 
least  objection  for  all  the  world  to  have  lipard  or 
seen  what  took  place  ; that  I never  was  alone  with 
her  Royal  Highness  in  any  other  place  ; that  I never 
was  with  the  door  locked,  bolted,  or  fastened,  other- 
wise than  in  the  common  and  usual  manner,  which 
leaves  it  in  the  power  of  any  person  on  the  outside 
to  open  it.  So  help  me  God, 

THOMAS  LAWRENCE. 

Ilatton-gardcD,  Sept.  24,  1806. 

T.  LEACH. 


FARTHER  DOCUMENTS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  INVES- 
TIGATION OF  1806. 

Mv  Lord, — In  consequence  uf  certain  inquiries  directed 
by  his  Majesty,  Lady  Doiigl-as,  wife  of  Sir  John  Douglas,  of 
the  Marines,  h.is  deposed  upon  oath,  that  she  was  told  hy  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  that  at  a breakfast  at 
Lady  Willoughby's  house,  in  May  or  June,  1602^ 
iract  from  Ludy  Douglas's  Deposition-)  > 
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It  being  material  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  llie  truth 
of  this  fact,  I am  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  have  the 
goodness  to  desire  Lady  Willoughby  to  put  down  in  writing 
every  circumstance  in  any  manner  relative  thereto  (if  any 
such  there  be),  of  which  her  Ladyship  has  any  recollection  ; 
and  also  to  apprijse  me,  for  his  Majesty’s  information,  whe- 
ther at  any  time,  during  the  course  of  the  above-mentioned 
year.  Lady  Willoughby  observed  any  such  alteration  in  the 
Princess’s  shape,  or  any  other  circumstances,  as  might  in- 
duce her  Ladyship  to  believe  that  her  Royal  Highness  was 
then  pregnant.  1 am,  &c. 

30th  June,  1806:  SPENCER. 


Sidmouth,  3ist  June,  180G. 

My  Dear  Lord, — In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I 
lost  no  time  iu  communicating  I®  Lady  Willonghby,  the 
subject  of  your  private  letter,  dated  the  20tb  instant,  and  I 
have  the  honour  of  inclosing  a letter  to  your  Lordship  from 
Lady  Willoughby.  1 have  the  honour,  Ike.  GWYDIR. 


June  31,  18'oG. 

My  Lord, — In  obedience  to  the  command  contained  in  your 
Lordship’s  letter  communicated  to  me  by  Lord  GwydirJ  1 
have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I have  no  recollection 
whatever  of  the  fact  stated  to  have  taken  place,  during  a 
breakfast  at  W’hitehall,  in  Mayor  June,  1803  ; nor  do  1 bear 
>0  mind  any  particular  circumstances  relative  to  her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  at  the  period  to  which  you 
allude.  1 have  the  honour,  &c. 

Earl  Spencer.  ' WILLOUGHBY. 


Sidmouth,  July  3,  1806. 

My  Lord — I immediately  communicated  to  Lady  Wil- 
loughby  the  Queries  transmitted  to  me  in  the  envelope  of  a 
letter  dated  July  the  1st,  which  I had  the  honour  to  receive 
this  day  from  your  Lordship.  1 return  the  Queries,  with 
Lady  Willoeghhy’s  .\iiswers,  in  her  own  hand-writing. 

We  arc  both  truly  sensible  of  your  l.ordsliip’s  kind  atten- 
tion in  not  requiring  I-ady  IVilloughhy’s  personal  attendance. 
She  will  most  readily  obey  the  order  of  the  council,  should 
her  presence  become  necessary .-^I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

/ GWYDIR. 

(A  true  copy)— J.  Bcckct. 


To  Earl  Spencer,  &c. 
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queries. 

1.  Does  Lady  Willoughby 
remember  seeing  flic  Princess 
of  Wales  al  breakfast  or  din- 
ner at  her  house,  either  at 
Whitehall  or  Bockenham,  on 
or  about  the  months  of  May 
orJunCjlSoa? 


2.  Has  her  Ladyship  any 
recollection  of  the  circum- 
stance of  her  Royal  Highness 
having  retired  from  the  com- 
pany at  such  breakfast  or  din- 
ner, on  account,  or  under  the 
pretence  of  having  spilt  any 
thing  over  her  handkerchief? 
And  if  so,  did  Lady  Willough- 
by attend  her  Royal  Highness 
on  that  occasion?  And  what 
then  passed  between  them  re- 
lative to  that  circumstance?  ' 

3.  Had  Lady  Willoughby 
frequent  oppoitunities  in  the 
course  of  that  year,  to  see  her 
Royal  Highness  the  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  at  what  pe- 
riods? ■ And  did  she  at  any 
time  during  the  year,  observe 
any  appearance  which  led  her 
to  suspect  that  the  Princess 
of  Wales  was  pregnant? 

4 Is  Lady  Willoughby  ac- 
quainted with  any  other  cir- 
cumstances leadingto  the  same 
conclusion,  or  tending  to  cst;^- 
blish  the  fact  of  a criniiiial  fn- 
tercourse,  or  improper  fami- 
liarity, between  her  Royal 
Highness  and  any  other  per- 
son whatever  ? And  if  so, 
what  are  they  ? 


ANSWERS. 

I.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
ten  years  the  Princess  of 
Wales  has  frequently  done  me 
the  honour  to  breakfast  and 
dine  at  Whitehall,  anil  Lang- 
ley, in  Kent.  Her  Royal 
Highness  may  have  been  at 
my  house  in  the  months  of 
Mayor  June,  1 802;  but  of  the 
periods  at  which  I had  the 
lionourof  receiving  her,  1 hare 
no  precise  recollection. 

2.  I do  not  remember  her 
Royal  Highness  having  at  any 
time  retired  from  the  compa- 
ny either  at  Whitehall,  or  at 
Langley,  unile^,-  the  pretence 
of  having  spilt  any  thing  over 
her  handkerchief. 


3.  To  the  best  of  ray  re- 
membrance I had  few  oppor- 
tunities of  seeing  the  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  in  the  year 
1802,  and  I do  not  recollect 
having  observed  any  particu- 
lar circumstances  relative  to 
her  Royal  Highness’s  appear- 
ance. 

4.  During  the  ten  years  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  know- 
ing  the  Princess  of  Wales,  I- 
do  nut  hear  in  mind  a single 
instance  of  her  Ropal  High- 
ness’s conduct  in  society,  to- 
wards any  individual,  tend- 
ing to  establish  the  fact  of  a 
criminal  intercourse,  or  im- 
proper familiarity. 

W'lLLOUGHBY. 
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THE  DEPOSITION  OF  JONATHAN  PARTRIDGE, 
Porter  to  Lord  Eardly,  at  Relvederc. 

I remember  lieing  inforined  by  Mr.  Kenny,  Lord  Eardly’slate 
steward,  now  dead,  tliat  1 was  wanted  by  Lord  JNloira,  in  town  ; 
accordins;ly  1 went  witb  Mr.  Kenny  to  Lord  Moira’s,  in  St. 
James 's-place,  on  the  Kiii{;’s  bir;!i-diiy,  in  ISOl.  Ilis  Lordship 
asked  me,  if  I rememl)cred  the  Princess  coming  to  iielvedere 
some  time  before  ? 1 said,  yes ; and  told  him  that  there  w ere  two 
or  three  ladies,  I think  three,  with  her  Royal  Highness,  and  a 
gentleman  w illi  them,  w ho  came  on  horseback  : that  they  looked 
at  the  pictures  in  the  house,  had  their  luncheon  there, and  that  her 
Royal  Higliness  s servants  waited  upon  them,  as  1 was  in  a dis- 
habille. Ills  Lordshi,)  asked  me,  whether  they  went  up  stairs? 
and  1 told  him  thiit  they  did  not.  He  asked  me,  how  long 
they  staid  ? and  I said,  as  far  as  I recollected,  they  did  not  stay 
above  an  hour,  or  an  hour  and  quarter  : that  they  waited  some 
little  time  for  the  carriage,  which  had  gone  to  the  ijublic-house, 
and,  till  it  came,  they  walked  up  and  down  altogether  in  the 
portico  before  the  house.  His  Lordship,  in  the  course  of  what 
ue  said  to  me,  said,  it  was  a subject  of  importance,  and  might 
be  of  consequence.  His  Lordship,  finding  that  I had  nothing 
more  to  say,  told  me  1 might  go. 

Sometime  afterwards,  his  Lordship  sent  for  me  again,  and 
njked  me,  if  1 was  sure  of  what  1 said  being  all  that  1 could 
say  respecting  the  Princess?  I said,  it  was;  and  that  I was 
ready  to  take  my  oath  of  it,  if  his  Lordship  ihonght  proper. 
He  said  it  was  very  satisfactory  ; said  1 might  go,  and  he  should 
not  want  me  any  more. 

(Signed)  JONATHAN  PARTRIDGE. 

Sworn  at  the  County  Court  of  Middlesex, 
in  Fullwood’s  Rems,  the  25th  day  of 
September,  ISOB,  before  me, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LEACH. 


The  Deposilion  of  Philip  Krackeler,  one  of  the  Footmen  of 
her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales,  and  Robert  Eagle- 
stone,  Park-keeper  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of 
^Vales. 

These  Deponents  say,  that  on  or  about  the  20lh  day  of  June 
last,  as  they  were  wulking  together  across  Greenwich  Park, 
they  5.1W  Robert  Bidgood,  one  of  the  Pages  of  her  Royal 
Highness,  walking  in  a direction,  as  if  he  were  going  from 
the  town  of  Greenwich,  towards  the  house  of  Sir  John 
Douglas,  and  which  is  a different  road  from  that  which  leads 
to  .Mrmtague  House,  and  they,  at  the  same  time,  perceived  Lady 
Douglas  walking  in  a direction  to  meet  him.  And  this  Heponent, 
Philip  Krackeler,  then  desired  the  other  Deponent  to  take 
notice,  whether  Lady  Douglas  and  Mr.  Bidgood  would  spesk 
to  each  other;  and  both  of  these  Deponents  observed,  that 
when  Lady  Douglas  and  Mr.  Bidgood  met,  they  stopped,  and 
conversed  lo»ether  for  the  space  of  about  two  or  three  mi- 
nute?, whilst  in  view  of  these  Deponents;  but  bow  much  longer 
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their  roiiversniion  laMrd,  these  Deponents  cannot  sav,  as  thrv 
these  Oe|)..iientf  |iroc-’cdcH  on  ili.ir  mrid,  ivliith  t’ook  tlieei 
out  of  siffhl  of  leidy  Douglas  and  Vir.  Hidgood. 

(Signed)  PHIMD  K HACK  I- Llsfl. 

HOlti.HI’  c.'vOLEsro.wi:. 
Sivornat  the  Publfc-Onic,  llnUoii-gaiden, 

Si’i)!.  27,  JfOd,  before  me, 

(Signed)  THOMAS  LI'- ACH. 


LETTER  FROM  THE  PRINCESS  OF  AYALES  TO  THE 

KINO. 

Sire,—  Ey  my  short  letter  to  your  Majesty  of  the  12tli  inst.  in 
answer  to  your  Majesty's  eoaiiuiuiieation  of  the  10th,  1 iiotiOrd 
iny  intention  of  representing  to  your  .'yhijesty,  the  various 
grounds  on  which  I felt  the  n;lld^hip  efipy  ease;  and,  a review 
of  which,  I confidently  hoped,  would  dispose  your  Majesty  to 
recal  your  deferininatioii  to  adjourn,  to  an  indefinite  period, 
my  reception  into  your  royal  presence  ; a determination  which, 
in  addition  to  all  the  other  pain  which  it  brought  along  with  it, 
aiFected  me  with  the  disappointment  of  hopes  which  1 had 
fondly  cherished,  with  the  most  perfect  confidence,  because  they 
rested  on  your  Majesty’s  gracious  assurance. 

Independently,  however,  of  that  communication  from  your 
Majesty,  I should  have  felt  myself  bound  to  have  troubled  your 
Majesty  with  much  of  the  contents  of  the  present  letter. 

tlpon  the  receijit  of  the  paper,  which,  hy  your  Majesty’s 
coutmands,  was  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on 
the  28th  of  last  month,  and  which  communicated  to  me  the  joy- 
ful intelligence,  that  your  Majesty  was  “ advised,  that  it  was 
no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  decline  receiving  me  into  your 
Royal  presence,”  I conceived  myself  necessarily  called  upon  to 
send  an  immediate  answer  to  so  mifcB  of  it  as  respected  that  in- 
telligence. I could  not  wait  the  time  w hich  it  would  have  re- 
ijnired,  to  slate  those  observations,  which  it  was  iinpossilile  for 
me  to  refrain  from  making  at  some  period,  upon  the  other  im- 
portant particulars  which  that  paper  contained.  According!}',  1 
answered  it  immediately  : and,  as  your  Majesty’s  gracious  and 
instant  reply  of  last  Thursday  fortnight,  announced  to  me  your 
pleasure,  that  1 should  be  received  b^y  your  Majesty,  on  a day 
'subsequent  to  the  then  ensuing  week,  I was  led  most  confidently 
to  assure  myself,  that  the  last  week  would  not  have  passed, 
T/itlioiit  my  liaving  received  that  satisfaction.  1 therefore  deter- 
mined to  wait  in  patience,  without  further  intrusion  upon  your 
Majesty,  till  I might  have  the  opportunity  of  guarding  myself 
from  the  possibility  of  being  misunderstood,  by  persoimlly  c.v- 
plaining  to  your  Majesty,  tnat  whatever  observations  I had  to-' 
make  upon  the  paper  so  communicated  to  me,  on  the  28th  ult. 
and  whatever  complaints  resoecliiig  the  delay,  and  the  many 
cruel  circumstances  which  had  attended  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings against  me,  and  the  unsatisfactory  state  in  which  they  were 
at  length  left  by  that  last  communication,  they  were  observa- 
tions and  complaints  which  affected  those  only,  under  whose  ad- 
vice your  Majesty  had  acted,  and  were  not,  in  any  degree,  in- 
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, Sfmled  to  intimiite  even  the  most  distant  insinuation  against  youf 
M.iji-'t>’s  justice  or  kili(llH‘^s. 

That' i.aiior  establislied  die  o|)inion,  witicli  I,  certainly,  liad 
ever  coLiidemlv  ciuertaiiietl,  hut  the  jiistne.ss  of  wliicli  1 nad 
not  before  anv  d-'cunieut  o establish,  that  your  Mtijesty  htid, 
fioiii  the  first,  deen.ea  this  (nocee  tinj:  a higii  atul  i]ii,)Oi  tant 
mattfr  of  State,  iti  liie  coiisideralioii  of  tvhich,  your  ftlajesty 
had  not  fed  yourself  at  liberty  to  trust  to  your  own  generous 
feelings,  and  to  your  own  Royal  and  gracioits  judgment.  I 
never  did  hetieve.  tliat  the  cruel  .stale  of  anxiety,  in  which  I 
had  been  kept,  ever  since  the  delivery  of  my  answer  (for  at 
least  sixteen  weeks),  could  heal  all  attributa.de  to  your  Wa- 
jL-sty  : it  was  most  unlik  ? every  thing  which  1 had  ever  experi- 
enced from  your  Majesty's  coiidesreiisioo,  feeling,  and  justice; 
and  [found,  from  that  paper,  that  it  was  to  your  confidential 
servants  I was  to  ascrioe  the  length  of  banishment  from  your 
presence,  which  iney,  at  last,  advised  your  Majesty,  it  was  no 
longer  necessary  should  be  coniiiiued.  1 perceive,  therefore, 
wha;  I always  believed,  that  it  was  to  them,  and  to  them  only, 
that  I owed  the  protracted  continuance  of  my  sulferings,  and  of  ' 
mv  disgrace;  and  that  your  Majesty,  considering  the  whole  of 
this  proceeding  to  have  been  instituted  and  conducted  under  the 
grave  responsibility  of  your  Majesty’s  servants,  had  not  thought 
proper  to  take  any  step,  or  express  any  opinion,  upon  any  part 
of  it,  but  such  as  was  recomii.ended  by  tiicir  advice.  Intlu- 
cnccd  by  these  sentiments,  and  anxious  to  liave  the  opi'.orUiuity 
of  conveying  them,  with  the  overflowings  of  a grateful  heart, 
to  your  .Majesty',  wh  li  were  my  sensations  of  surprise,  mortifi- 
cation, and  disappointment,  on  the  receipt  of  your  Majesty’s 
letter  of  the  iOtn  instant,  your  Majesty  may  conceive,  tliough 
I am  utterly  unable  to  express. 

That  letter  announces  to  me,  that  his  Royal  Highness  (he 
Prince  of  Wales,  upon  receiving  the  several  documeuls  which 
y our  Majesty  directed  your  Cabinet  lo  transmit  ;o  him,  made  a 
personal’ communication  lo  your  Majesty  of  hi.s  intention  to  put 
them  into  the  hands  of  his  lawyers,  accompanied  by  a re(|ucst,  v 
tint  your  .Majesty, would  suspend  any  fiml(er  steps  in  the  busi- 
neH,  until  the  Prince  of  Wales  should  be  enabled  lo  submit  to 
your  .Majesty  the  statement  which  he  proposed  to  make;  and  it 
alio  announces  to  me,  that  your  .Majesty,  therefore,  considered 
it  incumbent  on  you,  to  defer  naming  a day  to  me,  until  the  fur- 
ther result  of  the  Prince  of  V, ' ales’s  iatentiun  should  have  been 
mode  known  to  your  Majesty. 

This  determination  of  your  .Maji^sty,  on  this  request,  made  by 
his  Royal  flighness,  1 humbly  trust  your  Majesty  will  permit 
me  t ) entreat  you,  in  your  most  grticious  justice,  to  reconsider. 
Your  vlajestv,  I am  convinced,  must  have  been  snrpriseti  at 
tile  time,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  importunity  of  the  Rrince 
of  Wales,  to  think  this  determination  necessary,  or  your  .Ma- 
jestyS  generosity  and  Justice  would  never  have  adopted  it.  And 
if  I can  satisfy  your  Majesty  of  the  unparalleled  injustice,  and 
cru'dty,  of  this  interposition  of'the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  such  a 
time,  ami  under  such  circuinslaiices,  I feel  tiie  most  perfect  con- 
fidence that  your  .Majesty  will  hasten  to  recal  it.' 

I should  basely  be  wanting  to  my  own  interest  and  feelings, 


tF  T did  not  plainly  state  my  sense  of  that  injustice,  and  cruelty  | 
and  if  1 did  not  most  loudly  coiii|>luin  of  it.  Your  Majesty  w ill 
better  perreive  the  just  grounds  of  my  cnmpliiint,  ivlien  I re- 
trace the  course  of  these  proceedings  from  their  commencement. 

The  four  iNoble  Lords,  appointed  by  your  Majesty  to  enquire 
into  tile  charges  brought  against  me,  in’their  fle'port  of  the  14ih 
July  last,  after  iuiving  slated  that  his  Itoyal  Highness  the  frince 
of  Wales  bad  laid  before  them,  the  charge  which  was  made 
against  me,  by  Lady  Douglas,  and  the  declarations  in  support  of 
it,  proceed  in  the  following  manner: — 

“ In  the  iiainful  situation  in  which  his  Royal  Highness 
was  jilaced  by  these  communications,  we  learnt  that  his  Royal 
Jligiiness  had  adopted  the  onlit  course  which  could,  in  our  judg- 
ment, with  propriety  be  followed.  When  informations  such  as 
these  had  been  thus  confidently  alleged,  and  particularly  de- 
tailed, and  had  been  in  some  degree  supported  by  collateral  evi- 
dence, applying  to  other  facts  of  the  same  nature  fthough  going 
to  a far  less  extent),  one  line  only  could  be  pursned. 

“Every  sentiment  of  duty  to  your  Majesty,  and  of  concern  for 
the  public  welfare,  required  that  these  particulars  should  not  be 
withheld  fiom  your  hl^esty,  to  whom  more  particularly  be- 
longed tlie  cognizance  of^a  matter  of  Stale,  so  nearly  touehing 
the  noiioiir  of  your  Majesty's  Royal  Family,  and,  by  possibility, 
aflecting  the  succession  of  your  Majesty’s  Crown. 

“ Your  Majesty  had  been  pleased,  on  jour  part,  to  view  the 
subject  in  the  same  light.  Considering  it  as  a matter,  which,  pn 
every  acconnt,  demanded  the  most  immediate  investigation,  yonr 
Majesty  bad  thoiiglit  fit  to  commit  into  our  hands  ihe  duty  of 
ascertaining,  in  the  first  instance,  what  degree  of  credit  was  due 
to  the  information,  and  (hereby  enabling  your  Majesty  to  de- 
cide w hat  further  conduct  to  adopt  respecting  them.  ’ 

His  Royal  Highness  then,  pursuing,  as  the  four  Lords  say, 
theonlg  course,  which  could,  in  their  judgment,  w ith  propriety, 
be  pursiierl,  submitted  the  mailer  to  your  Majesty.  Vonr  Ma- 
jesty directed  the  I'inquiry  by  the  four  Noble  Lords.  The  four 
Lords,  in  their  Report  upo'i  the  case,  Justly  acquitted  me  of  all 
crime,  and  expressed  (I  will  not  wait  now  to  say  how  unjustly) 
the  credit  which  they  gave,  and  the  consequence  they  ascribed 
to  other  matters,  which  thev  did  not,  however,  characterise  as 
amounting  to  any  crime,  'fo  this  Report  1 made  my  answer. — 
That  answer,  together  with  the  whole  proceedings,  was  referred 
by  your  Majesty  to  the  same  four  Noble  Lords,  and  others  of 
your  Majesty’s  confidential  servants.  They  advised  yonr  Ma- 
jiesly,  .amongst  much  other  matter  (which  must  be  the  subject  of 
further  observations),  that  there  was  no  longer  any  reason  why 
you  should  decline  receiving  me. 

Your  Majesty  will  necessarily  conceive  that  I have  always 
looked  upon  my  banishment  from  your  Royal  presence,  as,  m 
fact,  a punishment,  and  a severe  one  too.  I thought  it  suffi- 
ciently hard,  that  1 should  have  been  sulfering  that  |)unisliment, 
during  the  time  that  this  Enquiry  has  been  pending,  while  1 was 
yet  only  under  accusation,  arid  upon  the  principU's  of  (he  just 
laws  of  your  Majesty’s  kingdom,  entitled  to  be  presumed  to  he 
innocent,  till  I was  proved  to  be  guilty.  But  I find  this  docs 
cot  appear  to  be  enough,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
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for  non-,  when  after  this  lou'  Enquiry  into  matters  which  re- 
quired immediate  investigation,  I have  been  acquitted  of  every 
thin;  which  could  call  for  my  banishment  from  your  Royal  pre- 
sence. After  your  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  have  thus  ex- 
pressly advised  vour  .^laje5ty,  that  they  see  no  reason  why  you 
should  anv  lonscr  decline  to  receive  ma  into  your  presence: — 
after  vour  Majesty  had  graciously  notified  to  me,  your  deter- 
mination to  receive  me  at  an  early  day,  his  Itoyal  flijjhness  in- 
terposes the  demand  of  a new  delay,—' desires  your  Majesty  not 
to  take  any  step, — desires  you  not  to  act  upon  the  advice  which 
vour  own  confidential  servants  have  given  you,  tiiat  you  need, 
no  longer  decline  seeing  me — not  to  execute  your  intention,  and 
assurance,  that  you  wilt  receive  me  at  an  early  day  because 
he  has  laid  liis  documents  before  his  Lawyers,  and  intends  to 
prepare  a further  statement.  And  the  judgment  of  your  Majes- 
ty's confidental  servants,  is,  as  it  were,  appealed  from  by  the 
Prince  of  Wales  (whom,  from  this  time,  at  least,  I must  be  per- 
mitted to  consider  as  assuming  the  character  of  my  accuser) ; — 
thej'ustice  dhe  to  me  is  to  be  suspended,  while  the  judgment  of 
vour  .Majesty’s  sworn  servants  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  revision 
of  my  accuser’s  Counsel ; and  I,  though  acquitted  in  tlie  opinion 
ef  your  Majesty’s  confidential  servants  of  all  that  should  induce 
your  Majesty  to  decline  seeing  me,  am  to  have  that  punishment, 
which  h.ad  been  inflicted  upon  me,  during  the  enquiry,  continu- 
ed after  that  acqnitttil,  till  a fresh  statement  is  prepared,  to  be 
again  submitted,  for  aught  1 know, 'to  another  Enquiry,  of  as 
extended  a continuance  as  that  which  has  just  terminated. 

Can  it  be  said  that  the  proceedings  of  tiie  four  Noble  Lords, 
or  of  your  Majesty’s  confidential  servants,  have  been  so  lenient, 
and  coniidcrate  towards  me  and  my  feelings,  as  to  induce  a sus- 
picion that  f liave  been  loo  favourably  dealt  with  by  them  ? and 
lliat  tiie  advice  which  has  been  given  to  your  Majesty,  that 
your  Majesty  need  no  longer  decline  to  receive  me,  was  hastily 
and  partially  delivered?  1 am  confident  your  Majesty  must 
see  the  very  reverse  of  this  to  be  the  case — that  I have  everyijea- 
son  to  complain  of  the  inexplicable  delay  which  so  long  with- 
held that  advice  : and  the  wliole_^  character  of  the  observations 
with  whirl]  they  accompanied  it,  marks  the  reluctance  with 
which  they  viclded  to  the  necessity  of  giving  it. 

For  your  .M.ajesty’s  confidential  servants  adviseyour  Majesty, 
“ ttiat  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  you  to  dcclim-  receiving  me 
into  your  Royal  presence.”  If  thi.s  is  their  opinion  and  their 
advice  now,  why  was  it  not  their  opinion  and  their  advice  four 
months  ago,  from  the  date  of  my  answer?  Nay,  why  was  it  not 
their  opinion  ''ud  advice  from  llie  dale  even  of  the  original  Re- 
port itself?  For  not  only  had  they  been  in  posse.ssion  of  my  an- 
swer for  above  sixtim  ic.-c/is,  which  at  least  furnished  (hem  with 
all  the  materials  on  which  this  advice  was  at  leng;h  given;  but 
further,  your  .'vlajesty’s  confidential  servants  are  Rirw-ard  to 
stale,  that  after  having  read  my  observations,  and  the  aflidavi(s 
which  were  annexed  to  them,  they  agree  in  I /it:  opinions  (not  in 
any  single  opinion  upon  any  particular  branch  of  (he  case,  but 
iii  ?/i«  npiiiions  gencra/l'j)  which  were  submiKcd  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, in  the  original  Report  of  the  four  Lords,  if,  therefore 
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(notwithstanding  their  concurrence  in  all  the  opinions  contained 
in  the  Report)  they  have  nevertheless  given  to  your  Majesty  their 
advice,  “ that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  yon  to  decline  re- 
ceiving me,”  what  could  have  prevented  their  ollering  that  ad- 
vice, even  from  the  1 ;th  of  duly,  ilie  date  of  the  original  Re- 
port itself?  Or  what  could  have  warranted  the  wilhhpl  Jin<^  of  it, 
even  for  a single  moment?  Ins'ead,  therefore,  of  any*’irace’ 
being  observable,  of  hasiy,  preeipitate,  and  partial  determi- 
nation in  my  favour,  it  is  impossible  to  interpret  their  condact 
and  their  reasons  together  in  any  other  sense,  than  as  amounting 
to  an  admission  of  your  Majesty’s  conlid-ntial  servants  them- 
selves, that  1 have,  in  consecjueoce  of  heir  withhoid  ng  that  ad- 
vice, been  unnecessarily  and  erueliy  iianisi.ed  frou,  your  /{oyal 
pi'esenee,  from  that  llthof  ,fiily,  toiheiSih  of  .'.muary,  in- 
cluding a space  of  above  six  months;  and  toe  cll'eet  of  ;r.e  inter- 
position of  the  Rrince.  is  to  prolong  niy  sufl.  rii  g^  ...d  my 
disgrace,  tinder  the  same  banisinnent,  to  a*  period  perfectly  in- 
definite. 

The  principle  which  will  admit  the  efiectnf  such  i;';;prposition 
now,  may  be  acted  upon  again;  and  the  Prince  iu;v  require  a 
further  prolongation  upnn  fresh  statements,  and  Pi  -ah  charges, 
kept  back  possibly  for  the  purpose  of  beitig,  from  time  to  time, 
conveniently  inter-jiosed,  to  pieveiii  for  ever  the  .irrival  of  that 
hour,  which,  disjilaying  to  the  world  the  uirknovi  ledginent  of 
my  unmerited  sufrerinaj((» and  disgrace,  may.  at  the  s.ame  time, 
expose  the  true malicioiis'ahd  iinjnst  qnabty  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  so  long  carried  on  against  me. 

Tliis  unreasonable,  unjust,  and  cruel  interposition  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  as  I must  ever  deem  it,  has  prevailed  upon 
your  Majesty  to  recal,  to  ray  prejudice,  your  gracious  purpose 
of  receiving  me,  in  ])ursiiancc  of  the  advice  of  your  servants. — 
Do  I,  then,  flatter  myself  too  much,  wlieii  I feel  assured,  that 
my  Ju.vf  entreaty,  founded  upon  the  rejLsons  which  I urge,  and 
directed  to  counteract  only  the  effect  of  that  unjuft  interposition, 
will  induce  your  Majesty  to  retur^o  your  original  determina- 
tion ? 

Restored,  however,  as  I should  feel  myself,  to  a state  of  com- 
jiarative  security,  as  well  as  credit,  by  being  at  length  permit- 
ted, upon  your  Majesty’s  gracious  reconsidt  ration  of  your  last 
determination,  to  have  access  h)  your  Maje.-ty  ; yet,  under  all 
the  circuinslances  under  which  1 slioul'l  now  receive  that  mark 
and  confirmatioii  of  your  .Majesty’s  opinion  of  my  innocence, 
my  character  would  not,  I fear,  stand  cleared  in  the  public 
opinion,  by  tiie  mere  f.ict  of  your  Majesty’s  reception  of  me. — 
This  revocation  of  your  Majesty's  gracious  pnrjiose  has  flung  an 
additional  cloiul  about  the  whole  |.•I•oceeding ; and  the  inferences 
drawn  in  the  public  mind,  from  this  ciicuinstaiice,  so  mysterious 
and  so  pcrfcell  v inexplicabie,  upon  any  grounds  which  are  open 
to  tlicir  knowledge,  has  made,  and  will  leave  so  deep  an  impres- 
sion to  my  prejudice,  .as  scarce  any  thisng,  short  of  a public  ex- 
posure of  all  that  has  passed,  can  jmssibly  clface. 

The  publication  of  all  these  proceedings  to  the  world,  then, 
seems  to  me,  under  the  present  circumstances  (whatever  re- 
luctance I feel  against  such  a measure,  and  however  I regret  the 
hard  necessity  wliich  drives  me  to  it),  to  be  almost  the  only  to- 
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mainin^  resource,  for  (he  vinflication  of  my  honour  and  charac- 
ter. 'rhe  falsehood  (if  the  accusation  is,  by  no  iiieans,  all  that 
■w  ill,  b_\  such  ptthlicatioii,  appear  to  the  credit  and  clearance  of 
my  character  ; but  the  course  in  which  the  w hole  proceedings 
have  been  carried  on,  or  nitlier  delayed,  by  those  to  w horn  your 
Majo.^ty  referred  the  consideration  of  them,  will  show,  that, 
whatever  measure  of  justice  1 may  have  ultimately  received  at 
their  hands,. it  is  not  to  be  suspected  as  arising  from  any  merci- 
ful and  indulgent  cousideralicin  of  me,  of  my  feelings,  or  of  my 
case. 

It  will  he  seen  how  my  feelings  had  been  harassed,  and  my 
character  and  honour  e.\posed,  by  the  delays  which  h.ave  taken 
place  in  these  proceedings  ; it  will  be  seen,  that  the  existence  of 
the  cha  g?  against  me  had  avowedly  been  known  to  the  public, 
from  the  7 th  of  June  in  the  last  year.  J say  known  to  the  pub- 
lic, because  it  was  on  that  day  that  the  Commissioners,  acting, 
as  I am  to  suppose  (for  so  they  state  in  their  Report),  under  the 
anxious  w ish,  that  their  trust  should  be  e.tecuted  with  as  little 
publicity  as  possible,  authorised  that  unnecessary  insult  and 
outrage  upon  me,  as  1 must  always  consider  it,  which,  Itowv 
ever  intended,  gave  the  utmost  publicity  and  exposure  to  the  ex- 
istence of  these  charges—!  mean  the  sending  two  Attornies, 
armed  with  their  Lordiships’  warrant,  to  my  house,  to  bring  be- 
fore them,  at  once,  about  one  half  of  my  Jlousehold  for  e.xami- 
nation.  The  idea  of  privacy,  after  ati  act  so  much  calculated, 
from  the  extraordinary  nature  of  it,  ttfie-xcite  the  greatest  atten- 
tion and  surprise  ydur  Majesty  must  feel  to  have  been  impossible 
and  absurd  ; for  an  attempt  at  secrecy,  mystery,  and  conceal- 
ment, on  my  part,  could,  under  such  circumstances,  only  have 
been  con-trued  into  the  fearfulness  of  guilt. 

It  will  appear,  also,  that,  from  that  time,  I heard  nothing  au- 
thentically upon  the  subject  till  the  lllh  of  August,  w hen  1 was 
furnished,  by  your  Majesty’s  commands,  w ith  the  Report.  The 
several  papers  necessary  to  my  understanding  the  whole  of  these 
charge,  in  the  authentic,  state  in  which  your  Majesty  thought 
it  proper,  graciously  to'djrect, 'that  I should  have  them,  were 
cot  delivered  to  me  till  the  beginning  of  September.  I\ly  answer 
to  these  various  charges,  though  the  whole  subject  of  them 
was  new  to  those  witose  advice  1 had  recourse  to,  long  as 
that  answer  was  necessarily  obliged  to  he,  wns  delivered  to  the 
Lord  Cliaorellnr,  to  lie  loi  wiir  ieil  to  joar  M ijesiy,  by  the  6lli 
, of  October;  and  from  the  6lU  of  October  to  the  l8ili  of  January, 

I was  kept  in  total  ignoranc  e of  the  eltiTt  of  Huit  answer.  Not 
only  will  all  this  delay  be  appaieot,  but  it.  will  be  generally 
shown  to  the  world,  how  jour  M.ijesiy’s  Servants  had,  lathis 
important  lm,ine.-s,  treated  your  dangliler-in-l,iw,  the  Princess  of 
; and  wli.ii  measure  of  jusliee  she,  a feoiale,  and  a 
ilrajget  ill  i|ir  land,  ha-  e x perin.ced  at  their  hands. 

Undoubtedly  against  such  a proceeding  I liave  ever  felt,  and 
ftill  feel,  an  almost  invinciole  repugnance,  livery  senfnnent 
of  deliracy,  w ith  w hica  a female  mind  inusl  shrink  from  the  act 
of  bringing  before  the  jiiiblic  such  charges,  however  conscious 
of  their  •caudal  and  falsity,  and  however  clearly  that  scandal 
and  falsity  may  bemanifes  ed  by  the  answ  er  to  lliose  charges ; the 
respect  still  due  from  me  to  persons  employed  in  authority  uiidor 
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your  Majesty,  however  little  resneet  I may  Iiave  received  from 
them,  -my  duty  to  his  Royal  Ifighiic-s  the  Prince  of  Wale-  — 
iny  regard  for  all  tli6  memhers  of  your  august  Pamily,— my  es- 
teem, my  duty,  iny  gratitude  to  your  Majesty,— my  affeclioiiale 
giatitudefoi  all  the  patei’iial  kindness  \thicn  1 haveeverexiic- 
rienced  from  you,— mv  anxiety,  not  only  to  avoid  the  risk  of 
giving  any  ollencri  or  displeasure  to  your  Majesty,  hut  al-o  to  fly 
from  every  occasion  of  creating  the  slightest  lentiinent  of  unra-i- 
ncss  III  the  mind  of  your  Majesty,  w hose  happines.-  it  would  he 

the  pride  and  pleasure  of  niy  life  to  consult,  and  to  promote  ; 

all  these  various  sentiments  have  compelled  me  to  submit,  as 
Jong  as  liuman  forbearance  could  endure,  to  all  the  unfavourable 
inferences  wliich  were  throiigli  this  delay  daily  increasing  in  tlie 
public  mind.  '\A  hat  the  strength  and  efficacy  of  these  motives 
have  been,  your  .Majesty  will  do  me  the  justice  to  feci,  when 
you  are  pleased,  graciously  to  consider  liow  long  I have  been 
contented  to  sulfer  those  siis  icions  to  exist  against  mv  inno- 
cenctt,  which  the  bringing  before  the  public  of  my  accusation, 
and  my  defence  to  it,  would  so  indisputably  and  iinnicdlaidy 
have  dispelled. 

The  measure,  however,  of  making  these  procefdings  public, 
■whatever  mode  I can  adopt  (considering  especially  the  absolute 
impossibility  of  sulfering  any  partial  production  of  tliem,and 
the  necessity  that,  if  for  any  purpose  any  part  of  them  slio'uld 
be  produced,  the  whole  must  be  brought  before  the  public),  re- 
mains surrounded  with  all  the  objections  which  J have  enume- 
rated j and  nothing  could  ever  have  pievailed  upon  me,  or  can 
now  even  prevail  upon  me,  to  have  recourse  to  it,  but  an  impe- 
rious sense  of  indispensable  duty  to  my  future  safely,  (o  my 
present  character  and  honour,  and  to  the  feelings,  the  character, 
and  the  interests  of  my  child.  I had  flattered  myself,  when 
once  this  long  proceeding  should  have  terminated  in  my  recep- 
tion into  your  Majesty’s  presence,  that  that  circumstance  alone 
■would  have  so  strongly  implied  my  innocence  of  all  that  had 
been  hrouglit  against  me,  as  to  have  been  perfectly  sufficient  for 
my  honour  and  my  security  ; but  accompanied  as  it  now  must 
be  with  the  know  ledge  of  the  factj  that  your  Majesty  has  been 
brought  to  hesitate  u|)on  its  propriety,  and  accompanied  also 
witli  the  very  unjustifiable  observations,  as  they  appear  to  me, 
on  which  I shall  presently  proceed  to  remark  ; and  which  were 
made  by  your  Majesty’s  servants,  at  the  time  when  they  gave 
you  their  advice  to  receive  me  ; I feel  myself  in  a situation,  in 
which  1 deeply  regret  that -I  cannot  rest,  in  silence,  witlioiitaa 
immediate  reception  into  your  Majesty’s  presence;  nor,  indeed, 
■w  ith  that  reception,  unless  it  be  attended  by  other  circuin- 
stancejs,  which  may  mark  my  satisfactory  acquittal  of  the 
charges  which  have  been  brought  against  me. 

It  shall  at  no  time  be  said,  with  tnitli,  that  1 shrunk  back  from 
these  infamous  clmrges ; that  I crouched  before  my  enemies ; and 
courted  them,  by  my  submis.sion,  into  moderation  ! No,  1 have 
ever  boldly  defied  them.  I have  ever  felt,  and  still  fee),  that, 
if  they  should  think,  cither  of  pursuing  these  accusations,  or  of 
bringing  forward  any  other  which  the  wickedness  of  individuals 
may  devise,  to  allcct  my  honour  (since  iny  conscience  fells  mc,that 
they  must  be  as  base  and  groundless  as  those  brought  by  Lady 
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Dauglas),  while  the  witnesses  to  the  innocence  of  my  conduct 
are  all  living.  1 Oioiild  be  able  to  disprove  them  all,  and,  who- 
ever may  be  mv  acensers,  to  triumph  over  their  wickedness  and 
malice.  Bnt  s onld  these  acciisatio. is  be  n'liewed  ; ortiny  other 
be  brought  forward,  at  any  future  time,  de.itii  may,  1 know 
not  how  soon,  remove  from  my  iiinoeencc  its  best  security,  and 
deprive  me  of  the  means  of  my  justification,  and  my  defence. 

There  are  therefore  other  measures,  which  1 trust  your  Ma- 
jesty w ill  think  indispensable  to  be  taken,  for  my  honour,  and 
for  my  security.  .Amongst  these,  I most  humbly  submit  to  your 
Majesty  my  most  earnest  entreaties  that  the  proceedings,  in- 
cluding not  only  my  first  answer,  and  my  letter  of  the  8th  of 
December,  but  this  letter  also,  nay  be  directed  by  your  Ma- 
jesty to  be  so  preserved  and  deposited,  as  that  they  may,  all  of 
them,  securely  remain  permanent  authentic  documents  and  me- 
morials of  this  accusation,  and  the  manner  in  which  I met  it; 
of  ray  defence,  as  well  as  of  the  charge.  That  they  may  remain 
capable  at  any  time  of  being  resorted  to,  if  the  malice  which 
produced  the  charge  originally,  shall  ever  venture  to  renew  it. 

15e>ond  ih's,  1 am  sure  your  iMuJrsiy  will  think  it  but  proper, 
and  ju-t,  that  1 sh.mld  be  lestnred,  in  every  respect,  to  tbe  same 
situation,  from  whence  the  proceedings,  under  these  false  cliarge.s, 
have  removed  me.  Th.it,  besides  being  gniciously  received 
again  into  the  bosom  of  your  Majesty’s  Royal  Family,  restored 
to  mv  funner  respect  ami  station  amongst  them,  your  Majesty 
will  be  graeiouslv  plea-ed,  either  to  exert  your  influenre  with 
his  Roval  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  I may  be  restored 
to  the  use  of  rav  apartment  in  Carlioii-house,w  liich  was  reserved 
forme,  except  while  the  apnrtineiils  were  undergoing  repair, 
till  tbe  date  of  these  jir.'ceedings ; or  to  assign  to  mesomeapart- 
menl  in  one  of  voiir  Royal  Palaces.  Some  iipartment  in  or  ne.ir 
to  bond  on  IS  indispe  sably  necess.iry for  mv  convenient  altend- 
anre  at  the  Drawing-room,  And  if  I am  not  restored  to  that  at 
C:ir!'o;:-house,  1 iiust  your  Majesty  w ill  graeiously  |)crceive, 
how  reasonable  it  is,  that  1 shnuid  request,  that  some  apartment 
should  he  assigned  to  me,  suited  to  my  dignity  and  situation, 
wliiih  may  mark  my  reception  and  acktiow  ledgment,  as  one  of 
^)ur  .Majesty’s  family,  and  from  w hich  my  attendance  at  the 
Draw  ing-ronm  may  be  easy  and  roiixenient. 

If  tiles- measures  are  taken,  I slionld  hope  tb at  they  would 
prove  satisfactors  to  tiie  public  mind,  and  that  1 may  feel  my- 
self fully  rcstoifd  in  public  csiimatiuii  to  my  former  character. 
And  should  they  prove  so  s.iiisfactury,  1 shall  indeed  be  de- 
lighted to  think,  that  no  fartlier  step  may,  even  now,  appear 
to  he  necessary,  to  my  pe.ice  of  mind,  my  security,  and  my 
liumitir. 

But  your  .Majesty  will  permit  me  to  sav,  Hint  if  the  next 
we  k,  w hieli  w ill  make  m.ire  than  a month  from  the  lime  of 
your  Majesty’s  iiifuriiiing  me  that  you  would  receive  me,  should 
pass  without  my  being  rercued  iiiln  your  p/'seiice,  and  with- 
out hasi  ig  me  a-surance  that  these  oilier  n ipicsls  of  mine  shall 
be  complied  wilii,  I -hall  bo  under  the  puinfnl  ncr.  ssily  of  coii- 
iHieriii);  ihcm  as  lefu.ed.  In  w hic.i  cuse,  1 shall  feel  myself 
compelled,  however  reluclantly,  logisc  Hie  yvliule  of  these  pro- 
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cer  dings  to  the  world;  unless  your  Mnjesty  eon  suggest  other 

a. lcqu  ile  means  of  securing  my  honour  and  my  life,  from  the 
efl’ci  I of  tlie  continuance  or  renewid  of  these  proceedings,  for 
tlie  future,  as  well  as  the  present.  I'or  I entreat  your  iMa.- 
jestv  to  believe,  that  it  is  only  in  the  absence  of  all  other  ade- 
eptate  tiieans,  tliut  I can  have  resoi  t to  that  measure  : that  i 
consider  it  with  deep  regret;  that  1 regard  it  with  serious  ap- 
prehen-ion,  by  no  metins  so  much  on  account  of  the  efl'ect  it 
may  have  upon  myself,  as  on  account  of  the  pain  w hidi  it  may 
give  to  your  Majesty,  your  august  Family,  and  your  loyal  suh- 
jects. 

As  far  as  myself  am  concerned,  1 am  aware  of  the  observa- 
tions to  which  this  publicaliun  will  evpose  me;  but  I am 
placed  in  a situation  in  wliicb  I have  the  r hoice  of  only  two 
most  iinple.asaiit  alternatives ; itnd  1 ;im  perfectly  confident  tii.it 
the  imputtition-  jiiul  the  loss  of  chnracl.T  which  must,  under 
these  circumstances  follow  from  my  silence,  arc  most  injurious 
and  unavoidable, — that  my  silcocc  under  sucli  cirrumsiacccs, 
must  lead  inevitably  to  my  uit^r  infamy  and  ruin.  The  publiea- 
tion,  on  the  other  hand,  will  expose  to  the  world  nothing, 
which  is  spoken  to  by  any  w ilness  (w  bnse  infaniv  and  discredit  is 
not  unanswerably  exposed  and  est;ihli.slicd)  w liirh  can,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  affect  my  character,  for  hofi  iir,  virtue,  and 
delicacy. 

There  may  be cirrurasinnees disclosed,  manifesting  a degree  of 
condesTension  and  tamiliarity  in  my  beliaviour  and  conduit, 
xvhicli,  in  the  opinions  of  niuny,  may  be  considered  as  not  suf- 
ticienllv  gnarAlea,  dieilified,  and  reserved;  cirromstances,  ho  vr- 
ever,  which  my  foreign  cducalion,  and  foreign  hahil'',  mi-led  tne 
to  tliiuk,  in  the  humble  ;md  retired  siiuation  in  w'hirh  it  was 
my  fate  to  live,  and  where  I had  no  relatioi'.  no  cqu:il, 
no  friend  to  advise  me,  were  wholly  free  from  offence.  But 
when  they  haVfe  been  dragged  forward,  from  the  scenes  of  pii- 
vote  life,  in  a grave  proceeding  on  a charge  of  high  treason  and 
adultery,  they  seem  to  derive  a colour  and  charai  ter,  from  the 
milure  of  the  charge  w Web  they  are  brought  forward  to  sup- 
port ; iind  1 c.tniiot  but  believe,  th.il  fiiey  have  been  used  for 
no  other  purpose,  than  to  aft’ord  a cover,  to  serceii  from  view 
the  injustice  of  that  cbarce ; ih.it  they  have  been  taken  advan- 
tage of,  til  let  down  ray  aecusers  more  geiitK  ; and  to  deprive 
me  of  that  full  acquittal  mi  the  Report  of  the  four  l.ord.*,  w hich 
my  innocence  of  all  offence  most  Jmlv  enliiied  me  to  receive. 

Wli  itever  opinion,  however,  may  be  formed  upon  am  part 
of  tn^  conduct,  it  must  in  justice  be  formed,  wtli  reference  to 
the  situatiuii  in  which  I was  )ilaced.  If  1 am  judged  of  as 
Princess  of  Wales,  with  reference  to  the  high  rank  of  that 
station,  1 must  be  judged  as  I’rineess  of  Wales  banished  from 
the  Prince,  unprotected  b\  the  support  and  cnunfenance  which 
bid  mg  to  that  station  ; and  if  1 am  judged  of  in  my  private 
charafler,  as  u nan  led  woman,  1 must  be  judged  of  as  a wife 

b. iiiislied  from  her  hu.-b.iirl,  anil  living  in  a wi  'nweil  seclusion 
from  him,  and  reiireiiieot  frnin  the  woild.  This  last  cmisidera- 
fion  I iids  me  to  recur  to  an  expression  in  Mis.  I. i.-le’ii  examina- 
tion, which  describes  my  conduct,  in  the  frequency  and  the 
mauuer  of  my  tecciviug  the  visits  of  Captain  Mauby,  though 
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Minays  in  the  presence  of  my  ladies,  as  unbcconiiiig  a iiiarried 
woman.  Upon  ihe  e.streme  injustice  of  setting  up  tlic  opinion- 
of  one  woman,  as  it  were,  in  judgment  upon  llie  conduct  of 
another;  as  well  ns  of  estimating  tlie  conduct  of  a person  in 
my  unfortunate  situation,  by  leferenre  to  tliat,  which  might  in 
general  be  expected  from'a  married  woman,  living  liappily 
with  her  hushaod,  1 have  before  generally  remarked.  Hut  be- 
yond these  general  remarks  in  formiitg  any  estimate  of  my  con- 
duct, vour  Majesty  w ill  never  forget  ^tlte  very  pecutirrr  rircuin- 
st..nees"and  misfortunes  of  my  situation.  Your  Majesty  will 
remember,  that  I had  not  been  much  above  a year  ia  this 
country,  when  1 received  the  following  letter  from  Iris  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  date  of  his  Royal  Highness’s  letter  is  the  SOth  of  April, 
1796.  The  date  of  eur  marriage,  your  Majesty  will  recollect,  is 
the  8th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  1795,  and  tlta.t  of  the  birth  of 
cur  only  child  the  7lh  of  Jan.  1796. 


» LETTER  FROM  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES  TO  THE 
PRINCESS  OF  WALES. 

“ Madam, — As  Lord  Cholmondeley  informs  me  that  ypu 
“ wish  1 would  define  in  writing*  the  terms  upon  which  we 
“ are  to  live,  1 shall  endeavour  to  explain  myself  upon  that 
“ head  with  as  much  clearness  and  as  much  propriety  ;is  the  na- 
“ ture  of  thesubject  will  admit.  Our  inclinations  are  not  in. 
“ our  power,  nor  should  either  of  us  be  held  answerable  to  the 
“ other,  i.ecause  nature  has  not  made  us  suitable  to  each  other. 
“ Tranquil  and  comfortable  society’,  however  is  in  our  power., 
“ Let  our  intercourse,  therefore,  be  restricted  to  that ; and  I 
“ will  distinctly  subscribe  to  the  condition+  w hich  you  required 
“ through  Lady  Cholmo.vdeley,  that  even  in  the  event  of  any 
“ accident  happening  to  ray  daughter,  which  1 trust  Providence 
“ in  its  mercy  will  avert,  I shall  not  infringe  tlie  terms  of  the 
“ restric.ion,  by  proposing  at  any  period  a connection  of  a 
“ more  ])articular  nature.  1 shall  now  finally  close  this  disa-, 
“ greeahle  correspondence,  trusting  that  as  we  have  completely. 


* The  sut^stance  of  this  letter  had  been  previously  conveyed 
io  a message  through  Lady  Cholmondeley  to  her  Royal  High- 
ness; hut  it  was  thought  by  her  Royal  Highness  to  be  infinitely 
too  important  to  rest  merely  upon  a verbal  communication,  and, 
therefore  she  desired  that  his  Itoyal  Highness’s  pleasure  upon  it 
ihould  he  communicated  to  her  in  writing. 

+ Upon  the  receipt  of  the  message  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing 
note,  her  Royal  Highness,  though  she  liad  nothing  to  do  but  to 
gnbmit  to  the  arrangement  whicii  his  Royal  Highness  should  de-- 
termine  upon,  desired  it  might  he  understood,  that  she  should 
insi=t  lliat  any  such  arrangement,  if  once  made,  should  he  con-* 
•idered  as  final ; and  that  his  Royal  Highness  should  not  retain 
the  right,  from  time  to  time,  at  Ills  pleasure,  or  under  auy  cir- 
tumiiances,  to  alter  it. 
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On  llic  letter  of  his  Iloynl  Highness  I ofl’i-r  no  comment,  I 
only  entreat  ynur  Majesty  not  in  uiiilcrslanil  me  In  inlrortuce  it, 
as  aOorilinij  any  Mipposed  jiisiiriraiiim  or  e<<  ii>e,  f.ir  ilie  least 
depak-liire  Iroiii  Uie  sli  iciesi  line  of  virino,  or  ine  slighie-l  ile- 
viniion  fiu.ii  the  most  iefim-<l  (li-liciii'\ . Tlie  crime,  u liirh  has 
been  insiimaleil  a;;ainst  me,  uonUl  be  e leall y n i'iiii:  .l  . lul  de- 
testable; llie  indelicacy  i>o|)iiied  to  me  nniild  cqiia  In  odious  and 
abominable,  uh, never  renmiciaiion  of  eonjugal  auilioriiy  and 
atreclion  the  above  leller  of  his  Koyal  Highness  initih',  in  any 
cnnsiriiction  of  h,  be  sup|)os.*d  lo  have  conveyed,  .‘'iieh  crimes, 
and  faults,  derive  n d llieir  guilt  from  tiie  consider  ilion  of  the 
conjugal  viitiics  of  ihe  individiml,  who  may  be  ihe  most  injured 
by  them,  however  much  such  viitms  may  aggravate  iheir  enor- 
mity. No  such  letler,  therefore,  in  niiy  con.'inielion  of  it,  no 
renunciation  of  eonjugal  ntferlionor  dutii-s,  con  d ever  palliate 
them.  But  whether  conduct  free  from  all  cri  i e,  (ree  from  all 


“ explained  ourselves  to  each  other,  the  rest  of  our  lives  will 
“ be  past  in,uiiinterrupted  tranquillity. 

“ With  great  truth  and  sincerity,  yonr’s, 

“ Windsor  Castle,  April 3J,  1796.  “ GEORGE  P.” 


ANSWER. 

“ The  avowal  of  your  conversation  with  Lord  Cholmoxde-i 
“ LEY  neither  surprises  nor  oftends  me.  It  merely  confirmed. 
“ what  you  have  tacitly  iusinuated  for  this  twelveinoiith.  But 
“ after  this,  it  would  be  a v\ant  of  dclicary,  or  rather,  an  un-. 
“ worthy  meanness  ill  me,  were  I to  comiilaiii  of  those  coiidi- 
“ tions  which  you  impose  upon  yourself. 

“ I should  have  icMiriied  no  answer  to  your  letter,  if  it  had 
“ not  been  eoiiceived  in  terms  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  this 
“ arrangemenl  proceeds  from  you  or  iroin  me;  and  you  arc 
“ aware  that  the  credit  of  it  belongs  to  you  alone. 

“ The  letter  which  you  announce  to  me  as  tne  last,  obliges  me 
“ to  communicate  to  the  Kitco,  as  to  my  Sovereign,  and  my 
“ Father,  both  your  avowal  and  my  answer.  A ou  will  find 
“ enclosed  the  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  King.  I apprise  yon  of 
“ it,  tliat  I may  not  incur  the  slightest  repmacli  of  duplicity 
“ from.you.  As  1 have  at  this  moment  no  protector  bat  his 
“ Majesty,  1 refer  myself  solely  to  liiai  upon  this  subject  ; 
“ and  if  my  conduct  meets  his  approbation,  I shall  be  in  some 
“ degree,  at  least,  con>oled.  1 reiainevervsejitimeniofgrati- 

tude  for  the  .sUiiatioii  ill  w hich  I find  my  self,  as  Princess  of 
“ Wal- s,  enabled  hy  your  means  to  indulge  in  the  free  exer- 
‘‘  ciseofa  virtue  dear  to  iny  heart, — I mean  chiirity 

“ Itwilfbeiny  dniy  likewise  to  act  upon  another  motive — 
“ that  of  giving  an  example  of  patience  and  resignation  under 
“ every  trial. 

“ Do  me  the, justice  to  believe  that  I shall  never  cease  to  pray 
“ for  your  happiness,  and  to  be 

“ Your  much  devoted 

“ 6th  of  May,  1796.  “ CAROLl.NE.” 
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indelicacj  (w  hicli  Imainl.iin  to  be  the  clmracter  of  the  romliict  to 
which  Mrs.  Lisle’s  observalionsnpplj  ),  yet  possibly  not  so  mea- 
sured, iis  a cautious  U ife,  careful  to  avoid  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  not  preferring  her  husband  to  all  the  world,  might  be 
Studious  to  observe.  Whether  conduct  of  such  description,  and 
tiossibly  , in  sucli  sense,  not  becoming  a married  wom<m,  could 
be  jusilr  deemed,  ininy  situation,  an  otleuce  iii  me,  1 must  leave 
to  vour  Majesty  to  determine. 

lo  making  that  determination,  however,  it  will  not  escape 
your  Majesty  to  consider,  that  tiie  conduct  whicli  does  or  does 
not  become  a married  woman,  materially  depemls  upon  what 
is  or  is  not  known  by  ber  to  be  agreeable  to  her  husband.  Hjs 
pleasure  .md  b.ipj.iuess  ought,  uiiquestionahly,  to  be  her  law  ; 
and  his  approbation  the  most  farourite  object  of  her  pursuit. 
DiQVrenl  characters  of  men,  require,  ditlereiit  modes  of  cotMuct 
in  their  w ivi  s ; buiwbeua  w ife  can  no  longer  be  capable  of 
perieiring  from  time  to  time  what  is  tigreeable  or  oll'eiisive  lie 
ber  tiusbaiid — when  hei  cotiduct  ciiii  no  longer  contribute  to  bis 
happiness,  no  longer  hope  to  be  rewarded  by  liis  approbtition — 
surely  to  examine  that  conduct  by  the  staiid.ird  of  what  ouglit 
in  general  to  be  the  conduct  of  a laurried  woman,  is  altogether 
unreasonable  ai.d  unjust. 

What,  tlieti,  is  my  case  ? Your  INIajesty  will  do  me  the  jus- 
tire  to  remark,  that,  io  the  above  letter  oi'  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
theie  is  not  the  most  distiint  surmise,  that  crime,  that  vice,  that 
indelicacy  of  any  description,  gave  occusioti  to  his  determiiia- 
Itoii;  ami  all  the  tales  of  infamy  and  discredit,  whirh  the  in- 
ventive malice  of  my  etiemies  has  brought  forward  on  these 
chtirges,  hare  their  date,  years  and  years  after  the  period  to 
which  I am  tipw  alinding.  What,  then,  let  me  repeat  the 
question,  is  my  case  ? After  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  and 
in  about  two  years  from  my  arrival  in  this  country,  1 had  the 
misfortune  entirely  to  lose  the  support,  the  ccmitenairce,  the 
protection  of  my  husband — I was  banished,  as  it  were,  into  a 
sort  of  bumble  retirement,  at  a distance  from  him,  and  almost 
estranged  from*  the  whole  of  the  Royal  Family.  1 bad  no 
means  of  having  recourse,  either  for  society  or  advice,  to  those, 
from  whom  my  inexperience  could  have  best  received  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  one,  tnid  with  whom  I could,  most  becomingly, 
have  enjojei!  the  comforts  «f  the  other;  and  if  in  this  letired', 
u.  assisted,  unprotected  state,  without  the  check  of  a husbanyl’s 
authority,  w itboat  the  beiieht  of  lii,  advice,  without  the  com- 
fort at;d  sup|)ort  of  the  society  of  bis  family,  a stranger  to  the 
b .bits  and  fashions  of  this  country,  1 should  in  any  instance,  un- 
der the  influence  of  foreign  habits,  and  forcigti  education,  have 
observed  a conduct,  in  any  degree  deviating  from  the  reserve 
and  severity  of  British  manners,  and  partaking  of  a condescen- 
lion  and  fainiliarily  which  that  reserve  and  severity  would  per- 
haps deem  bi  oeath  the  dignity  of  my  exalted  rtiiik,  I feel  cor.- 
bdent  (since such  deviation  will  he  seen  to  have  been  ever  con- 
sistent with  pcifect  innocence),  that  not  only  your  Majesty’s 
candour  and  indulgence,  but  the  candour  and  iudulgence  which, 
notwiih'lan.ling  tlie  leserve  and  severity  of  British  manners, 
always  belong  to  the  British  public,  will  never  visit  it  wilhsts 
Tsriiy  or  censure. 
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T(  remains  for  me  now  (o  mnke  si  me  remarks  upon  (he  fur* 
ilier  roiilentu  of  the  |in|ier,  wliieli  Has  transiniited  lo  im-  (ly  ilie 
Lord  Cliaiicrllor  on  ilie  28lli  uli.  ; and  I raimol  in  pas'iiiff,  oinil 
to  remark,  lliaa  that  pajier  lia^  neilliiT  litlc.  dale,  ruiii  ilure, 
nor  altebialion  : and  imless  the  Imrd  Chaiici  llor  had  accompa- 
nied it  Hitli  a note,  siaiin^  dial  il  was  mpied  in  tiis  own  liaml 
from  the  original,  wliicli  liis  Lordship  had  r'  ceived  from  your 
Majesty,  I should  have  been  ai  a loss  to  have  perceived  any 
bingle  maikof  .lathentirity  l)eloii»ing  to  it  ; and  as  it  i-,  I aiii 
vv  holly  unuhle  to  discover  what  is  the  true  charai  ter  « hich  dies 
lielong  Ui  it.  It  contains,  indeed,  the  iidviee  which  sour  .Ma- 
jesty’s Servants  haveolfered  to  your  Majestv,  tind  the  .Messaje 
which,  accordin'  to  that  advice,  your  Majesty  directed  to  be 
delivered  lo  me. 

Consideniig  it,  therefore,  wholly  as  their  act,  your  Majesty 
wid  excuse  ;ind  pardon  me,  if  deeply  injured  as  I te<-l  layseif 
to  have  heen  by  them,  1 expre-s  myself  lyitli  freedom  upon 
their  conduct.  I may  spe;ik  peili.ips  with  wtirmlh,  hecause  I 
am  prwvoked  by  a sense  of  >;i()ss  injustice — 1 sh.ill  spe.ik  cer- 
tainly w itii  tiriiii.ess  and  with  courage,  because  I am  eniboldened 
by  a sense  of  conscious  innocence. 

Your  Majesty’s  rnnfulential  servanl.i;  say,  “ they  agree  in  tlie 
opinions  of  the  f.mr  Lords;”  and  they  say  this,  ’•  after  the 
fullest  consideration  of  my  ohsei  vaiions,  and  of  llie  tinidavils 
wliich  were  annexed  to  them.”  Some  of  tlie-e  opinions,  your 
Majesty  will  recollect,  are,  that  “ M'illiam  Cole,  Fanny 
Lloyd,  Rohcrl  Bidgood,  and  Mrs.  Lisle,  tire  witnesses  who 
cannot,”  in  the  judgment  of  the  four  Lord.-,  “ lie  suspected  of 
any  unfavourable  Idas and  “ w liose  veracity  in  ibis  ri  spect 
tliey  had  seen  no  ground  to  question;”  and  that  the  rircum-. 
itance  to  which  they  speak,  p.arliciilarly  as  relating  to  Captain 
Maiilry , must  lie  credited  until  they  are  derisivelv  contradict- 
ed.” Am  I,  then,  to  underst.ind  your  ilajesty’s  confidential 
sercaats  to  Bi'caii,  that  they  agree  with  the  fimr  jN  .lile  1 ords  in 
these  opinion^?  Am  1 to  under.-land,  that,  after  having 
read  with  the  fullest  consideration,  the  oh-eivatiMiis  whicli 
1 have  idiercd  to  your  Majesty;  after  h.nving  seen  William 
Cole  there  proved  to  have  submitted  himself  live  times,  at 
least,  lo  private,  iinaiiiliorised,  voluntary  examination,  by 
Sir  John  llonglas's  Solicitor,  for  the  expre.-s  purpo  e of  < on- 
firming  the  statement  of  Lady  Douglas,  (of  that  Lady 
Douglas,  whose  statement  and  deposiiinn  liiey  are  convinced 
tobeso  malicious  and  false,  that  they  propose  to  institute  such 
prosecution  against  her,  as  your  Maje-iy's  l.aw  Olfieers  may 
advise,  upon  a reference,  now  at  length,  after  six  months  from 
the  detection  of  that  malice  and  falsehood,  intended  to  be 
made) — after  having  seen  this  William  Cole  siihmiiiiiig  lo  such 
repealed  voluntary  examinations  for  such  a puipose,  and  al- 
though  he  was  all  that  lime  a servarti  on  my  estalili-hmenl,  .and 
eating  my  bread,  yet  never  once  communicating  lo  me  ih  it  such 
c vaminaiions  were  going  on — am  1 to  nn.lcrs'and,  ih.ii  your 
Majesty’s  confidential  servants  agree  wiib  the  four  Lords  in 
thinking,  that  he  cannot,  under  such  circumstance.,  Je  suipcef- 
ed  of  unfavourable  bias  ? That  after  having  had  pointed  .mt  to 
them  the  direct,  Hilt  contnidicltou  beUyccu  the  same  V' ilUam 
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Ci'tca  iil  Finny  Llnyii,  they  nevertheless  agree  to  think  lliem 
bmli  (Ihi'usli  in  cmilriidirtion  to  each  other,  yet  both)  witnesses 
tf.'iosf  veracity  they  see  no  ground  to  question  ? After  luving 
seen  F.iiiny  Lloyd  directly  :ind  iiosilively  contradicted  in  an  as- 
sertion iiio^t  i.ijiiiious  to  my  Itonoor,  by  Mr.  Mills  tind  Mr.  Kd- 
meades,  d>>  tliei  agree  in  opinion  « ith  the  four  Noble  Lords,  that 
thei  see  nogroundto  question  their  oeraiity  ? After  having  l etid 
the  ob'crvatioHS  on  Mr.  Bidg  .od’s  evidence— after  having  seen, 
that  he  had  the  hardihood  to  swear,  that  he  believed  Captain 
Manhy  slept  in  inv  hon-e,  at  Southend  ; and  to  insinuiite  that  he 
slept  in  m>  bed  room — after  havingseeti  that  he  founded  him- 
self on  this  most  false  fact,  and  most  foul  and  wicked  insinua- 
tion, upon  the  circumstance  of  observing  a'  bason  and  some 
towels  u here  he  thoiiglit  they  ought  not  to  be  placed— after 
haling  seen  that  this  fact,  and  this  insinuation,  wcie  disjrroved 
before  the  f ur  Noble  I.ords  themselves,  by  two  maid-servants, 
who,  at  that  time,  lived  with  me  at  Southend,  and  whose  duties 
about  my  person  and  my  apartments  must  have  made  them  ac- 
quainted w ith  this  fact,  us  asserted,  or  as  iosituiated,  if  it  had 
happened — after  having  observed,  too,  in  confirmation  of  their 
testimonv,  that  one  of  them  mentioned  the  ntime  of  another  fe- 
male servant  (w  ho  was  not  examined),  who  had,  from  her  situa- 
tion, equal  means  of  ktiowledge  with  thems.-lves, — 1 ask  whe- 
ther, after  all  this  decisive  weight  of  contradiction  to  Robert 
B'dgood's  testiinorn  , I am  to  understand  your  Majesty’s  confi- 
dential servants  to  agree  w'ith  the  four  Noldc  Lords  in  tliiokmg, 
that  Mr.  Bidgond  is  :i  witness  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  nn- 
favtrurable  bias,  and  that  there  is  tio  gronml  to  question  his  ve- 
racity}— If,  Sire,  1 were  to  go  through  all  the  remarks  of  this 
description  which  occur  to  me  to  make,  1 sli  iuLl  l>e  obliged  to 
repeat  nearly  all  my  former  obsei  v.itions,  and  to  make  this  let- 
ter at  long  as  my  origintil  answer;  but  to  that  answer  I confi- 
denili  appeal,  tmd  I will  venture  to  ch  illenge  ymir  Maje  tv’s 
confidential  servants  to  find  a single  impartial  and  Iriaiourible 
man,  un -onnected  in  feeling  and  interest  with  the  parlies,  and 
nncoanrcied  in  Council  with  those  wlio  l ave  alre.idy  pledged 
tliemseU es  1 1 an  opinion  upon  this  subject,  who  will  l.ivhis 
hand  upon  his  heart,  and  say,  that  these  thice  w itnesses,  on  w horn 
that  Report  so  iraiidy  relics,  are  not  to  be  suspccieJ  of  the 
grossest  partiality,  and  that  their  veracity  is  not  m>  si  funda- 
menlaljy  i.mpeachcd. 

dVa-1' it,  then,  iiobl‘,  was  it  gcndroiis,  was  it  manly,  was  it 
just,  in  your  .Majesty’s  coi.fidcnlial  servants,  iii-le  ul  of  fairly 
admitting  the  injusiice  w hicit  had  been,  inadvertently,  and  ua- 
inteniioiially , no  dbuht,  dime  1 1 me  liy  the  four  Nohle  Lords,  in 
their  Report,  upon  the  evidence  of  these  will  e,ses,  to  stale  to 
your  .Majesty,  that  they  <ngree  with  these  Noble  Lords  in  tin  ir 
opinion,  ili.oagli  they  cannot,  it  seem-i,  go  the  lenglli  of  agree- 
ing any  longer  to  withhold  the  advice,  which  nslorts  me  to 
your  Majesty’s  pres-nce?  And  wiili  re-peit  to  the  particulars 
to  rny  prej  udice,  reiiiaikeil  upon  in  the  Rrpoit  as  those  “ wliicll 
juilly  d‘ -erve  the  most  seri  us  consitl-ralion,  and  wliich  most 
be  credited  till  derisively  contradicted,”  instead  of  fairly  avow- 
ing, either  that  there  was  oiiginally  no  pretence  for  sueh  a re- 
mark, or  lh.il,  if  tlierc  bad  been  originally,  yet  tlinl  my  tin- 
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gw(*r  had  given  lliiit  decisive  contradirlion  wliich  was  suRiriciit 
lo  discredit  lliem  instead,  I say,  of  aciinj;  tliis  just,  honest, 
and  open  part,  to  take  no  notice  whalsoever  of  those  contra- 
dictions, and  contei.t  themselves  with  saying,  that  “ none  of  the 
facts  or  allegations  stated  in  preliminary  examinations,  carritnl 
on  in  the  absence  of  the  parlies  inlereited,  could  be  considered 
ns  legally  or  conc^/rstve/y  established  ?” 

They  agree  in  the  opinion  that  the  facts  or  allegations,  though 
stated  in  preliminary  examination,  carried  on  in  the  absence  c f 
the  parlies  interested,  musl  be  credited  till  decisively  contradicUd, 
iind deserve  the  most  serious  consideration.  They  read  with  the 
fullest  consideration,  the  contradiction  which  1 have  tendered  to 
them  ;'they  must  have  known,  that  no  other  sort  of  contradic- 
tion could,  by  possibility,  from  the  nature  of  things,  have  been 
olfered  upon  such  subjects:  they  do  not  question  the  (ruth,  they 
do  not  point  out  the  insufficiency  of  the  contradiction,  but  in 
loose,  general,  indefinite  terms,  referring  to  my  answer,  con- 
sistino,  as  it  does',  of  above  two  hundred  written  pages,  and 
coupling  it  with  ,lhnse  examinations  (which  they  admit  esta- 
blish nothing  against  an  absent  party),  they  advise  your  Ma- 
jesty, that,  “ there  appear  many  cirrnmslances  of  conduct, 
which  could  not  be  regarded  by  your  Majesty  w ilhout  serious 
concern  and  lhat,  as  to  all  the  other  facts  and  allegationsj  ex'^ 
cept  those  relative  to  my  pregnancy  and  delivery,  they  are  not 
to  he  considered  as  “ legally  and  conclusively  established,"  be- 
cause spoken  to  in  prellinimiry  examinations,  not  carried  i.n  in 
the  presence  of  the  parlies  concerned.  Tliey  do  not,  indeed, 
expressly  assert,  that  my  contradiction  was  not  decisive  orsalis- 
faclnrv  ; tln-y  do  not  expressly  stale,  that  they  think  the  facts 
and  allegations  want  nothing  towards  their  legal  and  conclusive 
establishment,  hnt  a re-examination  in  Ilia  presence  of  the  par- 
ties interested  ; hill  tliey  go  far  to  imply  such  opinions,  'i’hat 
jhose  0|)ioioiis  are  utterly  untenable,  against  the  observations  I 
have  made,  upon  the  credit  and  character  of  those  witnesses,  I 
shall  ever  most  confideallv  maintain;  but  that  those  observa- 
tions leave  Ibeir  credit  wliollv  uiian'erled,  and  did  not  deserve 
the  least  notice  from  your  Majesty’s  servants,  it  is  impossible 
thill  anv  I'oii  'Ui.-ihle  man  can  assert,  or  any  fair  and  unpreju- 
diced mind  believe. 

I now  proceed,  Sire,  to  observe,  very  shorjlv,  upon  the  ad- 
vice fart  her  given  to  yniir  Majesty  as  contained  in  the  remaining 
purl  of  the  pajier;  whicJi  has  represented,  that,  both  in  the 
exarTiinalion-,  and  even  in  my  answer,  there  have  iippeired 
many  circuoislances of  cnndin  t which  could  not  be  regarded  but 
w itli  serious  concern,  and  which  ha\ e suggested  the  expn  ssion 
»fa  desire  and  ex [leclHlion,  that  such  a conduct  omy  in  future 
be  observed  by  me,  as  may  fiillv  justify  those  marks  of  paternal 
regard  and  alli'ci i n,  w iiifn  yuur  Majesty  wishes  lo  show  to  all 
your  (liix ill  Fiimily. 

And  here,  Sire,  your  M.ajeslv  xvill  gr.iciouslv  permit  me  to 
notice  the  hardship  of  the  advice,  xvhich  has  suggested  to  your 
Majesty,  tftconvey  lo  me  this  reproof.  1 coiiiplaiii  not  so  much 
for  w'liiit  it  doc--,  as  for  w hill  it  does  not  coniiiin ; I mean  the 
absence  of  all  pailiruliir  mention  of  what  it  is  tliiit  is  the  ob- 
ject of  their  blaiHC.  Tlic  circumstances  of  con 'ucl  w hich  ap- 
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pear  in  these  examinations,  and  in  my  answer  to  which  they 
uUnde  as  ihosowliich  may  be  supposed  to  jii-tify  tho  advice 
wiiicii  has  let  lo  this'  reproof,  since  V>ur  Majesty’s  servants 
have  not  p niicularly  mentioned  them,  I canimt  be  certain  that 
1 know.  Itut  1 will  venture  confidently  to  repeal  the  assertion, 
which  i have  ;ilre:idy  made,  that  there  are  no  circumstances 
of  conduct  spoken  to  hy  any  witness  (wliose  infamy  and  discredit 
are  not  nntinswerably  exposed,  and  established),  nor  any 
where  apparent  iti  iny  answer  which  have  the  remotest  ap- 
proach, either  to  crime  or  to  indelicacy. 

For  my  future  conduct.  Sire,  impressed  willi  every  sense  of 
gratitude  for  .all  former  kindness,  I shall  be  botitid  nnques- 
tionably,  bv  sentiment  as  well  as  duty,  to  study  your  Maiesty’s 
pleasure.  Any  advice  which  your  Majesty  may  wish  to  give 
to  me  in  respect  of  any  particulars  iti  my  conduct,  I shall  be 
bound,  and  be  anxious  to  obey  tis  my  law.  But  I must  trust 
that  sour  .Majesty  will  point  out  to  me  the  particulars  which 
may  happen  to  displease  you,  and  which  you  may  wish  to  have 
altered.  I shall  he  as  happy,  in  thus  feeling  myself  safe  from 
blame  under  the  benefit  of  your  Majesty’s  advice,  as  I am  now 
in  finding  myself  secured  from  danger,  under  the  protection  of 
y our  justice. 

Your  Majesty  will  permit  me  to  add  one  word  more. 

Your  Alajesty  has  seen  what  detriment  my  character  has,  for 
a time  sustained,  by  the  false  and  malicious  statement  of  Lady 
Douglas,  and  by  the  deposiiions  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
examined  III  support  of  her  statement.  Your  Majesty  has  seen 
haw  many  enemies  I have,  and  how  little  their  malice  has  been 
restrained  by  any  regard  to  truth  in  the  pursuit  of  ray  ruin. — 
Few,  as  it  may  be  hoped,  may  be  the  instances  of  such  deter- 
mined and  unprovoked  malignity  : yet,  I cannot  Hatter  myself, 
that  the  world  does  not  produce  other  persons,  who  may  be 
swayed  by  similar  motives  to  similar  wickedness.  Whether 
the  statement  to  be  prepared  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  old  charges,  or  is  intended  to  bring  forward 
new  circHinstances,  I cannot  tell ; but  if  any  fresh  attempts  of 
the  same  nature  shall  be  made  hy  my  accusers,  instructed  as 
they  will  have  been,  by  their  miscarriage  in  this  instance,  1 
can  hardly  hope  that  they  will  not  renew  their  rharge,  with  an 
improved  artifice,  more  skilfully  directed,  and  with  a malice 
inflamed  rather  than  abated,  by  their  previous  disappointment. 

I therefore  can  only  appeal  to  your  Majesty’s  justice,  in  which 
1 confidently  trust,  that  whether  these  charges  are  to  be  re- 
newed against  me,  either  on  the  old  or  on  fresh  evidence;  or 
whether  new  accusations,  as  well  as  new  witnesses,  are  to  be 
brought  forward,  your  Majesty,  after  the  experience  of  these 
jiroceedings,  will  not  suffer  your  Royal  mind  to  be  prejudiced 
by  ex-part« secret  cxamiiialions,  nor  iiiy  cliaracler  to  be  whis-. 
perrd  aw  ay  by  in  iniiaiioii5,qrsuggestionswhich  I have  no  oppor-  ' 
tuniiy  of  n'eeiing  Ifaiiy  charge,  which  the  law  will  recognise, 
should  be  brought  agaiii-t  me  in  an  open  and  leg.al  iiiaiuier,  1 should 
have  1.1)  right  lo  complain,  nor  any  apprehension  to  meet  it. 
Bu'  tiii  1 may  have  a fuil  opportunity  of  so  meeting  it,  I 
trust  your  Majesty  will  not  sulfer  it  lo  excite  even  a suspicioa 
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lo  my  prejudice.  I must  claim  (he  benefit  of  the  presumptian  of 
innnceiice,  till  I am  pr«ved  to  be  guilty  ; for,  without  that  pre- 
sumption, against  the  eliecis  of  secret  it^inuation,  and  ex-parU 
exuminatioiii.,  the  purest  innocence  can  make  no  defence,  and 
can  have  nosetniity. 

Surrounded,  ns  it  is  now  proved  tliat  I have  been,  for  years 
by  domestic  spies,  your  Majesty  must,  1 trust,  feel  convinced, 
that  if  I had  been  guilty,  there  could  not  have  been  waiping 
evidence  to  have  proved  ray  euiit ; and  that  these  spies  have 
been  obliged  to  have  resort  to  their  own  invention,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  charge,  is  the  strongest  demonstration,  that  the 
truth,  undisguised,  and  correctly  represented,  could  furnish 
them  with  no  handle  against  me.  Ana  when  I consider  the  na- 
ture and  malignity  of  tliat  conspiracy,  which,  I feel  confident, 
I have  completely  detected  and  exposed,  1 cannot  but  think  of 
that  detection  with  the  liveliest  gratitude,  ;is  the  special  bless- 
ing of  Providence,  who,  by  confounding  the  machinatimts  of 
my  enemies,  has  enabled  me  to  find,  in  the  very  excess  and  ex- 
travagntice  of  their  malice,  in  the  very  weapon?  which  they  fa- 
bricated mid  siiarpcned  for  my  desiructinn,  the  snfficienl  guard 
to  my  innocence,  and  thecfiectual  means  of  my  justification  and 
defence. 

I trust,  therefore.  Sire,  that  1 may  now  clo-e  this  long  letter, 
in  confidence  that  many  days  will  not  elapse  before  1 sliall  re- 
ceive from  your  Majesty,  that  pssurance  that  my  just  requests 
may  be  so  completely  granted,  as  may  render  it  possible  for  me 
(which  nothing  else  can)  to  avoid  the  painful  disclosure  to  the 
world  of  all  the  circumstances  of  that  injustice,  and  of  those 
unmerited  EiifTerings  which  these  proceedings,  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  have  brought  upon  me. 

I remain,  Sire,  with  every  sentiment  of  gratitude. 

Your  Majesty’s  most  dutiful,  most  submissive  Daughter-in-luw, 

Subject,  and  Servant, 
(Signed)  C.  P. 

Mf  ningue-bouse,  Feb.  16,  1807. 

As  tin  e observations  apply  not  only  to  Ihe  official  communi- 
caiion  liirongh  the  Lord  C.'hancellor  of  the  28th  ult.  but  also  to 
tiie  private  letter  of  your  Majesty,  of  the  12tli  instant,  I hav’e 
thought  it  most  respectful  to  your  Majesty,  and  your  Majestyis 
Servants,  to  send  this  letter  in  duplicate,  one  part  through  Co  . 
Taylor,  and  the  other  through  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  your 
Majesty. 

To  the  King.  (Signed)  C.  P. 


Letters  addressed  hy  her  Royal  Highness  the 
H Princess  of  Wales  to  the  King»  • 

yUKTHER  DOCUMENTS-NOT  IN  THE  BOOK. 


BETTER  ADDRESSED  BV  HER  ROYAE  HIGHNESS  TIIK 
PRINCESS  OF  WALES  TO  THE  KING. 

“ Sire, — In  discharge  of  the  duty  1 owe  to  myself,  and  tbc 
great  duty  1 owe  to  your  Majesty  and  your  Illustrious  Ia^Hly^ 
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1 have  herewith  traasmitfed  a statement  * which  I confidently 
trust  will  appear  to  prove  me  not  onwortlry  of  the  protection 
and  favour  with  which  your  Majesty  has  pleased  to  honour  me. 

“ To  be  restored  to  that  favour  and  protection,  in  consequenc# 
of  a conviction  in  your  Majesty’s  mind  of  iny  innocence,  proj 
duceJ  by  the  papers  [ now  numbly  lay  befiare  your  Majesty,  is 
the  first  wi^h  of  my  heart. 

“ Grieved,  Sire,  deeply  grieved  as  I cannot  but  be,  that  your 
Majesty  should  be  exposed  to  so  much  trouble  on  so  painful  an 
occasion,  and  on  ray  account,  it  is  yet  ray  humble  trust  that  your 
Majesty  will  graciously  forgive  me,  if  extreme  anxiety  about 
my  honour,  and  your  Majesty’s  favourable  opinion,  leads  me 
humbly  to  solicit,  as  an  act  q/ justice,  that  scrupulous  attention 
on  your  Majesty’s  part  to  these  papers,  which  chnnot  fail,  1 
think,  to  produce  in  your  Majesty’s  miad,  a full  conviction  of 
my  innocence,  anda  due  sense  of  the  injuries  I have  suffered. 

“ One  other  prayer  I with  all  possible  humility  and  anxiety 
address  to  your  Majesty,  that,  as  1 can  hope  for  no  happiness, 
nor  expect  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  fair  reputation  to  which 
I know  I am  entitled,  till  I am  re-admitted  into  your  Majesty’s 
presence,  and  as  1 am  in  truth  without  guilt,  suffering  what 
to  me  is  heavy  punishment,  wliilst  I am  denied  access  to  your 
Majissty,  y our  .Maje-ty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  form  an 
early  di-termiiialioii  whether  my  conduct  and  my  sullerings  d» 
not  autliorisc  me  to  hope  that  the  blessing  of  being  restored  to 
your  Majesty’s  presence  may  be  conferred  upon.  Sire,  your  Ma- 
jesty's dutifully  attached,  affectionate,  and  afflicted  daughter-in- 
law  and  subject, 

(Signed)  “ CAROLINE. 

“ Blackheath,  Oct.  2,  1806.” 


HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALE8 
TO  THE  KING. 

“ Sire, — I received  yesterday,  and  with  inexpressible  pain, 
vour  Majesty’s  last  verbal  communication.  The  duty  of  stating, 
in  a representation  to  your  Majesty,  the  various  grounds  upon 
which  I feel  the  hardships  of  my  case,  and  upon  which,  1 con- 
fidently think,  that  upon  a review  of  it,  your  Majesty  will  be 
dispose  to  recal  yonr  last  determination,  is  one!  owe  to  my- 
self; and  I cannot  forbear,  at  the  moment  when  I acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Majesty’s  letter,  to  announce  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, that  I propose  to  execute  that  duty  without  delay. 

“ After  having  suffered  the  punishment  of  banishment  from 
yonr  Majesty’s  jtresence  for  seven  months,  pending  an  enquiry 
which  your  Majesty  had  directed  to  be  made  into  my  conduct, 
affecting  both  m y life  and  my  honour.  After  that  enquiry  had 
at  length  terminated  in  the  advice  of  your  Majesty’s,  Confiden- 
tial and  Sworn  Servants,  that  there  was  no  lunger  any  reason  for 
your  Majesty's  declining  to  receive  me.  After  your  Majesty’s 


• The  statement  here  referred  to  is  that  drawn  up  by  Mr 
Perceval,  Lord  Eldon,  and  Sir  T.  Plomer,  as  her  Royal  High* 
ness’s  Defence.— We  gave  ou  abstract  of  it  yesterday. 
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gracious  communicafion,  w hich  led  me  to  rest  assured  that  your 
Majesty  tcoi/W  appoint  an  early  day  to  receive  me.  Jf,  after  alt 
this,  by  a renttred  application  on  the  part  of  the  J’rince  of 

'VVales  (upon  who.se  communications  the  first  enquiry  had  been 

directed),  I now  find,  that  that  punishment  to  which  I had 
been  condemned  during  that  same  seven  months’  enquiry  previ- 
ous to  the  determination  in  my  favour,  should,  conlrani  to  the 
opinion  of  your  Ma.icsty’s  Servants,  be  continued  after  that  de- 
termination, to  await  tlic  re.sult  of  some  new  |)roceeding,  to  be. 
suggested  bp  the  Lawyers  of  the  Prince  of  VVales,  it  is  laipossible 
that  1 can  fail  to  assert  to  your  Majesty,  with  the  effort  due  to 
truth,  that  1 am,  in  iiio  rousciousness  (if  my  own  innocence,  and 
with  a strong  sense  of  my  unmerited  sufferings, 

“ Sire, 

“ It  our  hiajesty’s  most  dutiful  and  affectionate, 

“ But  much  injured.  Subject  and  Daughter-in-Law, 
(Signed)  “ GAflOLlNE. 

“ Montague-house,  Blackhcath,  Feb.  22,  1807.” 


COPY  OF  A LETTER  ADDflKSSED  BY  THE  PRIN- 
CESS  OF  WALES  TO  THE  KINO. 

Sirsn, — When  I last  troubled  your  Majesty  upon  my  un- 
fortunate business,  T had  raised  my  mind  to  hope  that  I should 
have  tile  happiness  of  hearing  from  your  Majesty,  and  receiving 
your  graciou.s  commands  in  pay  my  duty  in  your  Royal  presence 
before  the  espiralion  of  the  last  week  ; and,  when  th.at  hope 
was  disappoinied , e.igerly  clinging  to  any  idea  which  oft'ered  me 
a prospert  of  being  saved  from  the  uecefsiiy  of  having  recourse 
(for  the  vindication  of  my  character)  to  the  puhliration  of  the 
proceedings  upon  the  enquiry  into  my  conduct,  I thought  it  just 
to  suppose,  that  the  reason  for  my  not  having  received  your 
Majesty's  rommands  to  thatefi'erl  might  h.ive  been  oera-ioned 
by  the  circumstance  of  your  Majesty’s  staying  at  Windsor 
• hrotiglt  the  whole  of  the  week.  J,  fhcrefore,  determined  to 
wait  a few  days  longer  before  I took  a step  which,  when  once 
taken,  could  not  be  recalled.  Having,  hiiwever,  now  assured 
myself  that  y our  Majesty  was  in  town  yesterday, — as  I have  re- 
ceived no  rommands  to  wait  upon  your  Majesty,  and  no  intima- 
tion of  your  Majesty’s  pleasure, — t am  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  .abandoning  ail  hope  that  your  M.ajesty  will  comply  with  my 
humble,  mv  I'arnest,  and  anxious  request. 

Your  M.ajesty,  therefore,  will  not  be  sttrprised  to  find  that  the 
public.ation  of  the  proceedings  alluded  to  will  not  be  withheld 
beyond  Monday  next. 

As  to  any  consequences  which  may  arise  from  such  pttblic.a- 
lion,  unpleasant  and  hurtful  to  my  own  feelings  and  interest.^, — 
I may  perhaps'be  properly  responsible, — and  in  any  eveHt  have 
no  one  to  complain  of,  but  myself,  and  those  with  whose  .advice 
1 have  acted ; and  wh.atever  those  consequences  may  be.  1 am 
fully  and  unalterably  convinced  that  they  must  be  incalculably 
less  tlmn  those  which  1 should  be  exposed  to  from  my  silence. — 
But  as  to  any  other  consequences,  unpleasant  or  hurtful  to  the 


and  interesls  oT  others,  or  of  tlie  public,  my  conscience 
will  cerlaiiilv  acquit  me  of  those. 

I am  confi'dent  that  I have  not  acted  impalientlv  or  precipi- 
tately. 'I'o  avoid  comins;  to  this  painful  extremity,  1 have  taken 
every  step  in  my  pow  er,  except  that  which  would  abandon  my 
character  to  utter  inf.imy,  and  my  station  and  life  to  no  uncer- 
tain danger,  and  possibly  to  no  very  distant  destruction. 

With  every  prayer  for  the  lengthened  continuance  of  your 
.Majesty’s  health  and  happiness,  for  every  possible  blessing 
which  a gracious  God  can  bestow  upon  the  beloved  Monarclt 
of  a loyal  people,  and  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  your  do- 
minions, uuder  your  Majesty’s  propitious  rcigu, 

I remain. 

Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful,  loyal  and  afl’ectionate, 

But  most  unahppy  and  most  injured, 

Daughter-in-law,  servant,  and  subject, 

(Signed)  CAROLINE. 

Moutague-housc,.-Blackheath,  iMarch  -1,  1807. 


The  KING'S  LETTERS  to  the  PRINCESS  of  WALESj 

After  the  Report,  the  Princess  wishing  as  early  as  possible  to 
avail  herself  of  her  right  to  present  herself  personally  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, wrote  to  say  that  she  would  wait  on  his  Majesty  at  Wind- 
sor. This  note  produced  the  following  communications  from 
his  Majesty  : — 

“ Windsor  Castle,  .Tan.  29,  1807. 

The  King  has  this  moment  received  the  Princess 
of  Wales’s  letter,  in  which  she  intimates  her  inteit- 
tion  of  coming  to  Windsor  on  Monday  next;  and 
his  Majesty  not  wishing  to  put  the  Princess  to 
the  inconvenience  of  coming  to  this  place,  so  im- 
mediately after  her  illitess,  hastens  to  acquaint  her, 
that  he  st.all  prefer  to  receive  her  in  London  upon  a 
day  subsequent  to  the  ensuing  week  ; which  will 
also  better  suit  his  Majesty,  and  of  which  he  will  not 
fail  to  apprise  the  Princess. 

(Signed)  “GEORGE  R,” 

“ To  the  Princess  of  Wales.’’ 


“ VViiidsor  Caslle,  Feb.  10,  1807. 

“ .Vs  tlie  Princes  of  Wales  may  have  been  led  to 
expect,  from  the  King’s  letter  to  her,  that  he  would 
fix  an  early  day  for  seeing  her,  his  Majesty  thinks  it 
right  to  acquaint  her,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
upon  receiving  the  several  documents  which  the 
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King  directed  his  Cabinet  to  transmit  to  him,  made 
a formal  communication  to  him,  oT  his  intention  to 
put  them  into  the  hands  of  his  Lawyers;  acompanied 
by  a request,  that  his  Majesty  would  suspend  any 
further  steps  in  the  business,  until  the  Prince  of 
Wales  should  be  enabled  to  submit  to  him  the  state- 
ment which  lie'proposcd  to  make.  The  King,  there- 
fore, considers  it  incumbent  on  him  to  defer  naming 
a day  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  until  the  farther  re- 
sult of  the  Pritice’s  intention  shall  hare  been  made 
known  to  him. 

(Signed)  “ GEORGE  R. 

“ To  the  Princess  of  Wales.” 

The  circumstance  relating  to  Captain  Manby,  as 
stated  in  Bidgood’s  testimony,  received  the  follow- 
ing decisive  contradiction  by  the  affidavit  of  Captain 
Manby  himself : — 

“ 1 do  solemnly,  and  upon  my  oath,  declare,  that  the  said 
passage  (in  Bidgood's  evidence)  is  a vile  and  wicked  invention  } 
— that  it  is  wholly  and  absolutely  false; — that  it  is  impossible 
he  e_ver  could  have  seen  (what  he  swore  he  saw)  any  such  thing ; 
as  I never,  upon  any  occasion,  or  in  any  situation,  had  the  pre- 
sumption to  take  that  liberty,  or  to  offer  any  such  liberty  to  her 
Royal  Highness’s  person.” 

This  affidavit  was  sworn  by  Captain  Makby,  about 
three  months  after  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners. 

Narrative  of  Facts. — The  indisposition  of  the  Princess 
Crab  LOTTE  commenced  previous  to  the  fete  at  Carlton-house, 
aud  afterwards  increasing,  her  Royal  Highness  was  necessarily 
obliged  to  defer  her  return  to  Windsor.  In  consequence  of  this, 
the  Princess  of  Wales,  on  the  8th  February,  addressed  herself 
to  Lord  Liverpool,  desiring  that  he  would  communicate  to  the 
Prince  Regent  her  Royal  Highness’s  intention  to  visit  the 
Princess  Charlotte,  at  Warwick-iiousc,  not  anticipating  the 
possibility  of  a prevention  on  the  part  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
under  the  circumstance  of  the  Princess  Charlotte's  coiitinc- 
inent  from  illness.  Lord  Liverpool  replied,  that  he  was  happy 
to  announce  the  IVincess  Charlotte  so  much  better,  that  her 
Royal  Highness  would  be  able  to  visit  the  Princess  of  Wales  at 
Kensington  Palace  on  the  following  Thursday,  11th  lebruary. 
On  that  morning  she  received  information  _ that  the  Princes* 
Charlotte  was  not  permitted  to  go  to  Kensington. 

Upon  this,  the  Princess  of  Wales  again  addressed  Lord  Li- 
verpool to  know  the  reason,  none  having  been  assigned,  tor 
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<he  Princess  Charlotte's  being  thus  smidenly  prohibited  from 
giving  the  meeting  to  her  Royal  Mother  ; and  when  and  how 
soon  Tier  Royal  lligbness  might  expect  to  see  the  Princes 
Charlotte.  To  thisenouiry  the  Princess  of  Wales  received 
the  following  reply  from  Lard  Liverpool  : — 


FURTHER  DOCUMENTS. 

(COPY.) 

“ Fife  House,  Feb.  14, 1819. 

“ Lord  Liverpool  has  the  honour  to  inform  your  Royal 
Highness,  that  in  consequence  of  the  publication  in  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle,  of  the  10th  inst.  of  a letter  addressed'by  your 
Royal  Highness  to  the  Prince  Regent,  his  Royal  Highness 
thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  hie  confidential  servants,  to  signify 
his  commands,  that  the  intended  visit  of  the  Princess  Char- 
lotte to  your  Royal  Highness  on  the  following  day  should  not 
take  place. 

“ Lord  Liverpool  is  not  enabled  to  make  auy  further  com- 
munication to  your  Royal  Highness  on  the  subject  of  yonr 
Royal  Highness’s  note.”  .. 


To  this  letter  the  Princess  of  Walbs  commanded  Lady  Anne 
Hamilton,  her  Lady  in  Waiting,  to  reply  as  follovvs'to  Lord 
Liverpool  : — 

“ Montague-house,  Blackheatb,  Feb.  15,  1813 
“ Lady  Anne  Hamilton  is  commanded  by  her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  of  Wales  to  represent  to  Lord  Liverpool, 
that  the  insidious  insinuation,  respecting  the  publication  of  the 
Letter  addressed  by  the  Princess  of  Wales,  on  the  14th  of  Ja- 
.nnary,  to  the  Rrince  Regent,  conveyed  in  his  Lordship’s  re- 
ply to  her  Royal  Highness,  is  as  void  of  foundation,  and  as  false, 
as  all  the  former  accusations  of  the  traducers  of  her  Royal 
Highnesas  honour  in  the  year  1806. 

“ Lady  A.  Hamilton  is  further  commanded  to  say,  that  dig 
nified  silence  would  have  been  the  line  of  conduct  the  Prin- 
ces would  have  preserved  upon  such  insinuation  (more  than  un- 
becoming in  Lord  Liverpool),  did  not  the  etlect  arising  from 
it,  operate  to  deprive  her  Royal  Highness  of  the  sole  real  hap- 
piness she  can  possess  in  this  world — that  of  seeing  her  only 
Child.  -And  the  Confidential  Servants  of  the  Prince  Regent 
oogbt  to  feel  ashamed  of  their  conduct  towards  the  Princess  in 
avowing  to  her  Royal  Highness  their  advice  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, that  upon  unauthorized  and  unfounded  suppositions  a 
Mother  and  Daughter  should  be  prevented  from  meeting — a pro- 
hibition positively  against  the  law  of  nature.  Lady  Anne  Ha- 
milton i*  commanded  further  to  desire  Lord  Liverpool  to  lay 
this  paper  before  the  Prince  Regent,  that  his  Royal  Highness 
may  be  aware  into  w hat  error  his  Confidential  Servants  ar« 
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catling  him,  and  will  involve  him,  by  counselling  and  Eignifj'- 
iiigsucli  commands.” 

Here  ended  the  correspondence. 


COPY  OF  A LETTER  ADDRESSED  BY  THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES  TO 
THE  EARL  OF  HARROWnY. 

“ IVb.  27,  1813. 

“ The  Princess  of  Wales  has  received  reports  from  various 
quarters  of  certain  iimceedines  lately  held  by  his  Majesty’s 
Privy  Council  respecting  her  Royal  Highness ; and  the  Princess 
has  felt  persuaded  that  these  reports  must  be  unfounded,  because 
she  could  not  believe  it  possible  that  any  Resoiution  should  be 
taken  by  that  Most  Honourable  Body  in  any  rc'pcct  alfecting 
her  Roytil  Highness,  upon  statements  which  she  has  had  uo  op- 
portunity of  nnsweritif;,  rxp/ainiiig,  OT  even  seeing. 

“ The  Princess  still  trusts  that  there  is  no  troth  in  these  ru- 
mours; but  she  feels  it  dite  to  herself  to  lose  no  time  in  protest- 
ing any  Resolution  aflecting  her  Royal  Highness,  which 

may  be  so  adopted. 

“ The  Noble  and  Right  Honourable  Persons  who  arc  said  to 
have  been  selected  for  these  jiroceedings,  arc  too  just  to  decide 
any  thing  touching  her  Royal  Highness,  without  affording  her 
an  opportunity  of  laying  her  case  before,  them.  The  Princess 
has  not  had  any  power  to  choose  llie  Judges  before  whom  any 
enquiry  may  by  carried  on  ; but  she  is  perfectly  willing  to  have 
her  whole  conduct  enquired  into  by  any^  persons  who  may  he  se- 
lected by  her  accusers.  The  Princess  only  demands  that  she 
may  he  heard  in  defence  or  in -explanation  of  her  conduct,  if  it 
is  attacked  ; anil  that  she  should  either  be  treated  ;is  innocent,  or 
proved  to  he  guilty.” 

Lord  Harrowby  replied  to  the  effect,  “ That  a Copy  of  the 
Ministers  Report,  laid  before  the  Prince  Reoent,  had  been- 
transmitted  that  same  evening  to  the  Princess  of  Wales,  by  the 
Viscount  SiDMOUTH.” 
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